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C HAP. I. 

Camp of Valenciennes. 

DuMOURiEZ, on his acceptation of an 
ofBce which he never was defirous of retaining 
long» took care to keep his rank of lieutenant- 
general. He had the choice of ferving under 
Luckner, Lafayette, or Montefquiou; each of 
M^hom comounded an army. This appella* 
tion was not given to the body of troof^s af- 
fembled in Aliace under 4ieutenant*^general 
Lacnorliere, which maintained only a very 
(light defenfive fyftem^ that frontier being 
not fo much as menaced, * ih confequence 
Vol. III.. I B /of 
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of the care which general Dumouriez had 
taken during his adminiftration, to court the 
neutrality of the circles, and the princes of 
the echpire, but more efpecially the circle of 
Suabia. 

This neutra^ty had enabled him to with- 
draw fome troops from the «rmy of Alface, 
efpecially the corps of carabineers, and alfo ge- 
neral JLuckncr, who had been appointed, 
through his influence, to fucceed the mar/hal 
de Rochambeau, the latter having, on account 
of the bad ftate of his health, refigned the 
command of the northern army. 

Lafayette, who was already at open war 
with all the council, and particularly the mi- 
nifter for foreign afi^irs,. beheld himlelf, in con- 
fequence of the feleftion of marftial Luck* 
ner, foiled in the hope be had entertained of' 
uniting this command to that he already pof- 
fefled, which would have extended his mili- 
tary authority from Bitcbe to Dunkirk. . 

Dumouriez had not been inftigatcd to this 
Aew difpofition of the arnciies by any private 
paffion ; he was directed entirely by a fpirit 
of juftice. ' Lafayette had aded amifs at the 
opening of the campaign, and afterwards, ia 
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concert with marihal Rochambeau^ bad 
thrown the blame pn the miniftry, but ef- 
pecially on Dumouriez, whom he accufed of 
having formed plans for the campaign which 
were abfurd in their nature, and could not 
be carried into execution. This young gene* 
ral had zOlcA a very brilliant part during the 
American war, but he had never been inveftcd 
with the chief coinmand. His firft ftep as 
general againfl the Imperialifls did not evince 
talents of a fuperiour order. Luckner, who 
was a marflial of France, poffeffed a great 
reputation joined to much ardour. 

The armies of the Rhine, of the Mofelle, 
or the centre, and of the north, formed three 
bodies of £fty thoufand men each, including 
the garrifons. It would have been unjuft to 
have baniflied into a place, where he muft 
have remained on the defenfive, the fole 
marihal of France, and the only warrior flic 
po(r^fled, after having diminiflied the number 
of his troops; in order to reinforce the. north- 
ern army and that of the fouth under ge- 
neral Montefquiou, and then to confer the 
command of the two armies on Lafayette. 
The council had even deemed it prudent by 
B a means 
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means of this arrangement, without however 
any appearance of fuch an intention, to place 
Lafayette, who they were afraid might feizc 
upon the didlatorftiip, under the command of 
an old foreign general, who, as he did not ap- 
pertain to any fadion, was more immediately 
at the difpofal of the executive power. 

The following, was the fitoation of the 
French armies at this epoch. Marftial Luck* 
ner commanded that of the north, Lafayette 
tharof the centre, and Montefquiou that of 
the fouth, which was then but juft forming, 
for it was by mere dint of talents, genius, 
and patience, that this general fucceeded in 
creating an army, and efFefled the rapid con* 
queft of Savoy, and of the county of Nice, 
in fpite of obftacles of every kind, and 
notwithftanding the flownefs with which his 
forces were affembled- had afforded fufficient 
time to the Piedmontefc to prepare for their 
defence. The campaign was conduced on his 
part with equal vivacity and prudence. His 
. negotiations with Geneva, and the Swifs can- 
tons, were fuch as became a juft, and fa- 
gacious man. He was the ableft of the three 
commanders in chief; and if Dumouriez had 
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confulted only his own inclinations, he would 
have joined him, and put himfelf under his 
orders : but he was prevented by a weighty 
confideration, in confequence of which he 
fcrved with the northern army. 

About a month before this period marfhal 
Luckner, who then paffed through Paris in. 
his way to the northern army, had agreed 
with him to re-eftabli(h the ofFenfive fyftem of 
war in the Xx)w Countries, in order to re- 
ftore that energy and confidence to his troops 
which they had entirely loft. Luckner at 
that'time loudly complained of the conduit 
of marfhal de Rochambeau^nd Lafayette, and 
promifed to repair the checks experienced at 
the beginning of the campaign. Dumouriez 
had requefted the king to prefent him with 
horfes, and his majefty had laviftied his ca- 
reffes on him at the fame time, fo that an 
entire confidence waseftablilhed between him 
and the council. 

Luckner proved faithful to his promife; 
and nearly at the fame epoch that Dumou- 
riez effected a change in the adminiftration, 
he entered the Auftrian territories, and ad- 
vanced with his army, which confifted of 

B 3 about 
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sftxMit twenty-two thoufand men, to .Courtrai 
and Menin. However, he bad fcarcely ar- 
rived at his head- quarters when he becami? 
' anti-minifterial, and his laft letters to the 
minifter, even while executing what bad 
been agreed upon between them, were rude 
and unmannerly. Berthier, who was at the 
head of his ^^, Charles Lameth, Jarry, 
Matthew de Montmorenci, and all his aide^^ 
d5?-r/af;w^, appertained to the faftion of Lafayette, 
which obftinately perfifted in confidering Du- 
mouriez as the ringleader of the Jacobin? 
and Girondifts, notwithftanding this was a 
contradiftion in terms, and although that ge- 
neral, on his quitting adminiftration, was pq 
the point of becoming the vidira of all parties 
at one and tlie faftie time. 

There were only two general officers in 
Luckner's whole army, who were hearty in 
the expedition into the Low Countries: 
thefe were Biron and Valence. The firft was 
'defirous of piaking amends for his difafter 
before Mons; the fecond, equally unconnefb- 
cd with all parjtics, confulted only his civifm, 
his honefty^ and his defire of diftinguiAing 
himfelf. Both of them were in difgrace with 

marfbal 
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marfhal Luckner; notwithiltnding this; !)&» 
mg fuppoitcd by prcffrng Icittcrs from the 
miniiler, they had dragged and forced him 
to march forwards. 

But no fboner did Luckner learn that Du* 
mx>uriez bad given in his refignation, than, 
infteadofadvancing into Belgium, he thought 
of nothing but regaining the frontiers, pour- 
mg forth inveftives at the fame time againft 
the difgraced minifter, complaining that h* 
had inveigled him into a foolifh enterprise, and 
prophcfying that he w(ould be very cautious 
how he prefented himfelf to his army. Biron 
and Valeiice, in the mean time, tranfmitted 
letter after letter to Dumouriez, preffing him 
to repair quickly thither, as, if he negle<fled 
{q to do, all was ioft^ the marlhal being about 
to retreat. 

. Dumouriez had written the general a letter 
replete with refpc6t and confidence, in which 
he informed him, that fo far frdm regretting 
the lofs of his office, he confidered it as a 
great happinefs that he . was about to ferve 
under him, in order to labour for his glory. 

At the fame time he made all the hafte 

in his power to fettle his accounts as minifter 
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for foreign affairs, in order to leave Paris, He 
bad fent before him one of his aides-de-camp. 
and hia horfes, with inftru£lions to proceed 
through Lifle to Menin ; he hirofelf followed 
the fame route on the 27th of July, and on 
his arrival at Douay learned, that Luckner, 
after having held a council at war, although 
there was no enemy to oppofe him, had* 
evacuated Courtrai and Menin, and was re- 
turning with his army to the camp of Va- 
lenciennes. 

All his exploits performed during this in- 
road into the Low Countries were confined to 
the burning wantonly, and without any necef- 
lity, the fuburbs, of Courtrai, under pretext of 
enabling the French to defend it, and that 
too only an hour before its evacuation *. Per- 
haps if Dumouriez had arrived two or three 
days fooner, he might have prevented this 
fhameful retreat, which evidently proceeded 
from party- fpirit, in confcquence of forne 

♦ It ought here to be remarked, to the honour of the Na- 
tiorial Affembly, that it reprobated this rafli aft, which was 
committed in cpnfequence of orders from an officer who 
foon after imigraied^ and ordered the fufFcrers to receive 
an adequate compenfation.T— Tr^^ 

great 
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great projedfe broached by Lafayette's fiOlon^ 
of which poor Luckner, wha was befct by 
his own AafFofficerSy was at once the inftru^ 
ment and the dupe. 

He joined the army at Valenciennes, and 
was yery ill received by the marfhal, the ge- 
neral officers, and thofe belonging to his ftafE 
Wagers had been laid that he would never 
dare to join this army ; Ibms had been betted 
that his fervices would not be accepted. 
Bertier, who was at the head of the ftafF, did 
not notify his arrival in the order of the day, 
although, as there were only Biron, who was 
his fcnior, and himfelf, who were lieutenant- 
generals, he ought naturally to have taken 
the command of the left. Neither the coun- 
terfign, nor the military regulations were com- 
municated to him, and he was not attended 
by any guard of honour; in (hort, he remained 
during feveral days at Valenciennes, as a pri- 
vate individual. As there was not any enemy 
in the field, or a plan for the campaign 
formed, or even an order of battle, and flill 
lefs any difcipline or military fpirit in this 
army, he wa,ited in patience, during a few 
days, without uttering a fingle complaint, or 
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liwrking any reprafcntation whatever, being 
employed in examining the diforder of the 
troops and tiie incapacity of their general, who 
waited, according to his own account, for th^ 
trrtval of Lafayette, in order to concert a de- 
fenfive plan along with him, for it was to 
this that thefe generals had refolved to con-* 
fine the war : the marshal, on purpofe to 
excufe his (hameful retreat from Menin, 
and to caft the whole Wame on the teaierity 
of the offenfive fyftem planned by the mi- 
nifter; Lafayette, on the other hand, in- 
fiigated by the fame motive of hatred agaiuft 
Dumonriez, and by a combination of more 
profou(id views, which at leogth ended in an 
explosion that proved the ruin of himfelf, and 
the fa^Slion, of Lameth, Dupoft, Beaumetz, 
and others, who had the entire management 
6f this general, and miflcd him, by their 
endeavours to elevate him to the didator- 
ftip. 

Thus having efcaped at Paris from the 
fadlions- of the Gironde and the Jacobins, 
Dumouriez found in the army another fac- 
tion tnixrcly ari/iocratico-revQlutionary^ whofe 
intentions in r€fpe<Sl to him were equally 
8 adive. 



c » ) ; 

aftive, and to the full as dau^erous* He had 
but little difficuUj in penetrating into tfacAr 
fentiments, in confequence of tbe contwnp- 
tuous and fcoffing manner with which he 
was treated by the ftafFofiicerSi and the blunt 
demeancmr of the tnarihal himielf^ who& 
efaara£%er and abilities wei-e far ioferiour to his 
reputation. 

X^ruckner was not devoid of talents, but his 
mind was contrafted. He was aftoated by 
a fordid avarice, and he was deftitute of edu- 
cation. His turn of mind, and his habits, had 
always accuftomed him to a£l: a fubordinate 
part. The confequcntial airs a^Tumed by 
Lafayette imposed uppn bim, and the moment 
he found any one to put above himfelf, he 
inftantly forgot his oivn rank, and took the 
fecond place ; he ftUl retained the corporal 
afiivity of a huffar, but his mind was ejtceed- 
ingly cocifuifid. He was never able to com- 
prehend the plan of the campaign of the 
Low Countries. His ideas could, reach no 
further than the vanguard, and to all the ex- 
planations of the rainifter, he conftantly re- 
plied : " Yes, yesy mi yill turn by dc right, 

turn 
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turn by dc left, and marfh vick *." In truth, 
be confidered it in the light of a mere Jb^ 
raging party. 

He was affrighted at the number of the 
retainers, and efpecialiy of the carriages, be- 
longing to his own army ; he conftantly ufed 
this as an objedion to all the movements 
which were propofed to him. Although a 
general, he would have willingly allowed his 
troops to have trifled away the whole cam-, 
paign in the camp of Valenciennes, while he 
himfelf would have adled as a partifan ; at 
the head of an advanced guard, he would have 
led the army to the end of the world. 

In the morning he was entirely devoted to 
the nation ; in the evening wholly attached 
to the king. He had not any conception of 
the revolution. He confounded different ob- 
jefts and different parties together, and con- 
ftantly complained of being furrourided by 
fadtioifs men, which was indeed but too 
true. 

* Ouij oui, tnoi tourne par ladroite, tourne par la gauche, 
& marcher vite.-r-Orfg-- 
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The duke of Orleans made his appearance, 
without any one being able to difcover the 
motive, at Valenciennes ; this, however, did 
not make any impreffion on the foldiers, with 
whom he was not a favourite; and, inftead 
of balancing the party of Lafayette, it added 
to its ftrength. 

Luckner detefted and defpifed the duke 
of Orleans, but did not dare to bid him 
withdraw. Biron protected this deteftable 
prince, who faw nobody but him belonging 
to the army, and he was on very bad terms 
with the mar(haK Dumouriez had been 
intimate with Biron during twenty years, 
and acquainted, although upon rather cool 
terms, during the fame period with the duke, 
but thenceforward he diftinguiftied his two 
fons, who were very unlike their unworthy 
father. 

Lafayette was expeftcd hourly. Three 
days before his arrival Dumouriez forced the 
mar(hal to grant him a conference, which 
lie had hitherto endeavoured to avoid. The 
latter, who was accuftomed to rife before 
day-break, mounted his horfe, without any 
Other aim than to (hew himfelf to his 
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iblclier^^ returned at a late hour, dined very 
^ iincomfortably, fcolded every body, figned 
letters which he never read, and retired to 
bed at nine o'clock. Dumouriesft' had pre*?- 
fented himfelf feveral times at his levee, and 
rode out with him. On thefe occafions the 
marfhal fpoke very big, and szxy freely, 
relative to his predeceffor Rochambeau, 
Lafayette, -and the French generals ; he alfo 
acknowledged his camp to be deteftable, and 
he was in the right* But when Dumouriez 
happened one day to aik him why, inftead 
' of remaining in a camp which was bad ifi 
Its own nature, and evinced a certain degree 
of timidity, he did not affume a better and 
more formidable pofition before Quievrain, 
Luckner falling into a pafllon, told him with 
many oaths, that it was not his place to give 
him advice, and that every general officer 
' who reafoned ought to be cooped up in a 
citadel. 

this famous camp of Famars, which the 
imperialifts afterwards took with fo much fa- 
dlity in the month of April 1793, was ia 
truth far from being good. Its proximity 
tOt Valencienoes kept the troops in a flate 
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of debauchery and infubordin^tton* Officers^ 
fotdiers, and generals, were both day and 
night in that town. This camp had the 
Scheldt in its rear, which could not be crofled^ 
in cafe of a retreat, except by means of three 
bridges, two of which fituated on the right 
flank could have beea eafily feized upon by 
the enemy t who might have arrived in 
eirder of battle on this fide as far as the rear 
of the encampment, being iheltered from 
the redoubts and batteries of this flank, as 
they did not command the intervening low 
ground. 

Along the front of the camp ran a little 
river called the Rotielley which might have 
been forded almoft every where ; and it was pent 
up by means of banks, which rifing on both 
(ides 11^ the form of an amphitheatre, a^rded 
an equally advantageous opportunity for the 
play of the -artillery belonging to eitheir 
party. The left flank, approaching towards 
Valenciennes, was covered by two very dan- 
gerous villages, for if either of them were 
forced, as there was not fuflScicnt groond 
for the troops to form and give battle in the. 
front of the camp, die army muft have been 

feparated 
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feparatcd Into two parts, one of which would 
have precipitated itfqjif into the Scheldt, the 
other would have fled to Valenciennes, and 
the enemy, purfuing the troops with 
rapidity in their retreat, might have entered 
the town with the fugitives. In general it 
ought to be avoided to ftation camps too 
near great towns, more efpecially when they 
are at the fame time fortrefles, and have 
magazines in them. In addition to this, 
our cowardly pofition in the camp of Famars 
rendered the enemy mafters of the plain 
iituated between Conde, Quefnoy, arid 
Valenciennes. 

Dumouriez prefented himfelf one morn- 
ing before mar(hal Luckner, and after (hut- 
ting the door, entered into a detail of thp va- 
rious complaints which he had to make againfl; 
him ; he informed him at the fame time, 
that he was the mere puppet and inftrument 
of Lafayette*s faction, and he made him 
afJK^med at being led by the nofe by fuch 
boys as Charles Lameth and Matthew 
Montmorenci. The marfhal acknowledged 
the truth of thefe obfervations, and fwore 
at them, termed them intriguing and 

factious 
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iaflious tnen, then wept; and promjfed to 
alter his conduftl 

They afterwards converfed -about the bad 
pofition of the camp of Famars, the little 
order that prevailed in the army, and alfo 
the want of any fixed plan* Luckner pro- 
mifed.that everything fhould affume a new 
face« He happened that day to dine with 
him, a circumftance that but feldom oc« 
curred. The marflial reprimanded Lameth 
and Montraorenci at table, and alfo fcolded 
Bertier, who next morning made his ap- 
pearance for the firft time, after a lapfe of 
ten or twelve days, in order to pay a vifit 
to general Dumouriez, wh had made him 
major general, and who then told him with 
much ferioufnefs, but at the fame time with 
great good nature, that it was time to finifh 
this comedy, and to think of making war 
in earneft, 

Lafayette arrived two days afterwards. 
Luckner paid" his court to, him with the 
moft abjeft humility. All the general 
officers were ordered to receive him at thet 
head of their refpeftive divifions. Biron, not 
having been informed of this regulation. 

Vol. III. C and 
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and Dumouricz, not having any poft as yet 
affigned to him, were not prcfent during this 
parade. Lafayette remarked this, more efpe- 
cially as they were the only two lieutenant 
generals at that time with the army ; he had 
even the weaknefs to complain of it, and the 
marflial was once more angry with them. 

Dumouriez had a fecond explanation with 
him ; it was fevere on his part, Luckner, 
after falling into a paffion, became calm, wept 
once more, and employed many careflcs and 
proteftations. On the next day but one, he 
however announced to him that he muft 
take upon him the command of the camp of 
Maulde; Biron alfo received orders to put 
himfelf at the head of the little army in 
Alface. 
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Mahs&al Luckner had no more thaa 
five lieutenant generals in his whole army; 
Biron, who was fent to comnxand in Alface; 
Lanoue, who was in the camp of Maubeuge; 
Carle, ftationed at Dunkirk ; d'Harville, who 
commanded at Valenciennes; and Dumouriez^ 
whom he fent to the camp of Maulde : he 
was thus deftitute of a (ingle general officer 
of this rank, and was ftill more than ever in 
the power of the children belonging to the 
faction that governed him. Biron being 
gone, Dumouriez, who was then the fenior 
of the four other lieutenant generals, ought 
either to have had the command of the camp 
of Dunkirk, or that of Maubeuge ; inftead 
of this, eight battalions and ten fquadrons 
pofted at Maulde, were put under his or- 
ders. 

. C a As 
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As the camp of Maulde has become fa-^ 
mous, it deferves a particular defcription: 
its form is that of a horfe flioe ; it confifts of 
feveral fand hills, and has in front the village 
of Maulde, and on its right flank that of 
Mortagne, where there is a bridge at the 
jundion of the Scarpe and the Scheldt, In 
the rear is a, marfliy country extending as 
far as St.Anoand,. and along the whole of 
its left flank a wooded plain, fprinkled with 
fiirm houfes, and villages. The heights had 
been crowned with feven redoubts, and a 
few ineflBcient works were thrown up in tbq 
front of Maulde. 

This would have been a good camp for 
ten or twelve thoufe»4 naen, by fornaing 
a line of pofts along the left bank of the 
Scheldt as far /as Coude; by efiabliihing 
another chain along the left through Ru- 
megies, by fortifying Orchies in a .ftrong 
manner fo as to protect the communicatioa 
between Douay and Lifle, and alfo by for- 
tifying the fource of the Scarpe at Sf# 
Amanda 

But with only eight battalions this camp 

was extremely dangerous. If the enemj 

. ^ Ihould 
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ihould turn the left flank, thejr might either 
intercept all communication between i% and 
the main body, or cut it entirely off, and 
render themfelves mafters of St. Amand, 
before . the troops pofted in it had time to 
retire. If they attacked the bridge of Mor- 
tagne by fending a detachment acrofs the 
Scheldt, the communication with Conde, 
Valenciennes, and St. Amand, would be cut 
off, and the troops forced to flee towards 
Orchies. In (hort, if they chofe to attack 
it with an equal force, on the right,\ the 
left, and the front, at the fame time, the 
eight battalions would not have proved fnf^ 
ficient to have defended the redoubts, which 
were weak and negligently conftru£led^ 
and might be carried fword in hand. } 

Beurnonville, a major general, and fori 
merly confidential aide-^de'camp to Luckner, 
but who had been fupplanted by the young 
men belonging to the court, commanded in 
this camp; Berneron, an old oflUcer, diftin** 
guilhed on account of < his aftivity and ex- 
perience, was at the head of his ftafF. They 
were fully acquainted with the danger of 
^heir pofition^ but they were careful to 
C 3 conceal 
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conceal it from the troops ; on the contrary, 
they had infpired them with great confidence 
in their fituation, and alfo great boldnefs, 
by a conftant fucceffion of Ikirmiflies on the 
fide of Touriiai and Bury, By remaining 
thus upon the offenfive, they had prevented 
the Imperialifls from dreaming of attacking 
them, although the latter confifted of ten or 
twelve thoufand men, and they themfelves 
did not exceed three or four thoufand, 

Dumouriez was well afTured that he had been 
fent thither, not only with a view of getting 
rid of a difagreeable cenfor, but in all, proba- 
bility, with the hope that he might receive a 
check. He communicated his fufpicions to 
fome perfons in Paris, that in cafe' of any 
finifter event, the blame might not attach to 
him alone. 

He firft eftabliflied his head-quarters at 
St. Amand, and tranfmitted fbme obfervations 
from that place, but the ftaffi-officers belong-p , 
ing to the marfhal, fo far from fending him 
the reinforcements he demanded, did not 
deign evpn to make a reply. 

The camp of Maulde was very neceffary 
tp cover the rich plains between Lifle, 

Pouay, 



( 23 ) 

Douay, Bouchain, Valenciennes, and Conde. 
This traft of country, which is interfed* 
ed by rivers and canals, abounds with forage. 
The northern department was in the right 
to attach much importance to it, for it was 
abfolutely neceffary to maintain it, ^ 

Dumouriez, feeing himfelf abandoned to 
bis own refources, left St. Amand and refided 
in the camp itfelf, with his two brave com«» 
panionsBeurnonville and Berneron ; this pro- 
cured him the friendfliip of the troops, who 
were pleafed to behold him participaiting in 
their midnight toils and- fatigues. He began 
by eftablifliing a regular communication with 
general Marafle, who commanded at Douay,, 
and Labourdonnaye, thp commanding officer 
at Lifle: he even had an interview with 
them, on purpofe to refolve on certain com- 
bined movements in cafe of need. 

He fupplied, -by means of fmall pofts, the 
chain of great ones which would ha^e been 
neceffary to proteft this frontier ; he caufed 
batteries to be erefted at the entrance into 
the town of St. Amand, and he multiplied 
the incurfions on the fide of Tournai, Bury, 
Antoing, and Leuze, to make the enemy 
C 4 believe 
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believe be was in foi^ce. He eftabliftied a 
line of pofts between the camp, St/Amand, 
and Orchies, by the Celle, and the caftle of- 
Loir ; in fliort, he fortified Orchies, and 
ftationed a battalion of the garrifon of Douay 
there and another at Marchiennes. He gave 
in a report of all thefe difpofitions to Luck- 
ndr, who approved of them. 

He thenceforward continued his inroads 
with fome little fuccefs; which was the 
more noticed, becaufe this was the only quar- 
ter through which the Imperialifts did not 
penetrate into our territory, and where we 
maintained an appearance of ofFenfive opera- 
tions. Every where elfe, ^nd more efpecially 
in the front of our army, the hulans laid 
wafte our plains, while 'our own troops tri-' 
fled away their time, in the moft (hameful 
in^ftivity. 

The foldiers ftationed in the camp of Maulde, 
on the other hand, acquired a certair^ de- 
gree of hardihood and difcipline, which dif- 
tinguiflied them during the whole of the 
campaign. He thus converted to his own 
advantage, that very projed which feemed 
to have been formed in order to hurt him. 

He 
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He employed his time alfb in perfcftitig the 
project of an invafion into the Low Countries, 
and although he was now on the fpot, he 
did not find it heceflary to alter any part of 
thai plan which the generals had fo badly 
executed at the beginning of the campaign, 
and which he himfelf has iince followed. 

He took advantage oE an extraordinary ia* 
cident to elevate the courage of his troops. 
A regifter of the name of Fcrnig, who had 
been formerly a quarter-mafter of huflars, 
refided in the village of Mortagnc. He had 
five children, one of whom was a young man, 
who had a commiffion in a regiment, the 
other four were girls. Two of thefe maidens, 
the one twenty-two years of age, and the 
other feven teen, -both little, delicate, well 
educated, and modeft, had often accompanied 
the French detachrpents in their incurfions. 
They were extremely brave. 

He encouraged them, made them march 
along with all the detachments, and pub- 
liflied an account of their conduft. They 
afterwards accompanied the troops from the 
camp of Maulde to Champaigne, returned 
with them to carry on the war in the Lo\y 
4 Countries, 
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Countries, diftinguiflied thcmfelvcs during 
every aftion, and rendered themfelves ftill 
more extraordinary by their modefty and vir- 
tue, than by their bravery. The Convention 
prefented them with a houfe ; but as they 
were prefenf at the arreft of the cqmmif- 
lioners on the ad of April, and afterwards 
left the army along with general Dumouriez, 
they have iince been outlawed as well as 
all his other adherents. The foldiers mani- 
felled an equal degree of friendfhip and re- 
fpeft for thefe two heroines, and he often 
held out their condud as an example to his 
army. 
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Mm^ment of the Armies. — ^Arrival of Ueu^ 
tenant-General Dillon*--— Council of War. 



While thus kept at a diftance from head- 
quarters, and entirely ignorant of what oc* 
curred there, his n>iad wholly occupied about 
his camp at Maulde, and his frequent Iktr-' 
xniihes, great commotions were hatching as 
well in the faftion of the conflitutionels in 
the capital, as in the armies. The journey 
of Lafayette to Paris had afforded fome fuf- 
picion of his defigns. The National Affembly 
diftrufted him, the Girondifts declaimed loudly 
againft him, and the Jacobins fpared him lefs 
than ever. The miniftry, on the other hand, 
were entirely devoted to him, and the king had 
been induced to throw himfelf into his arms. 
Pumouriez was never acquainted with his 
projects, and does not therefore choofe to 
pfer his own conjedtures as fads. 

But 
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But whatever might be the aim of Lafayette 
and the fadion attached to him, he deemed 
it proper to change his eommand for that 
of the army of the north, which brought 
him nearer to Paris, and to banifli Luckner 
to the centre. Thefe generals, like Caefar 
and Pompey, confidered themfelves as the 
proprietors of their refpeftive armies. Each be- 
lieved himfelf greatly beloved by his own troops, 
and did not choofe to relinquifh them. How- 
ever the war then appeared likely to become 
more bri(k on the frontier, towards which 
Luckner was (ent, for the Pruffians were 
aflembling in the province of Luxembourg, 
and the eledorate of Treves. One part of 
the Imperial army had at the fame time croff- 
ed through the Low Countries, under the 
Command of general Clairfait, in order to join 
, them, and the emigrants flew thither in 
crowds along with the king's In-others*^ 

It was at a moment like this, when every 
one ought to have remained at his poft on pur- 
pofe to defend that part with which he had 
made himfelf acquainted, with troops alfo ac- 
cuftomed to the country, that the miniftqr 
at war and the two generals concerted a moft 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary and dangerous movement : this 
was no lefs than to tranfport Luckncr's army 
to Metz,* and that of Lafayette to Valen- 
ciennes. In confequence of this, both, the 
frontiers were ftripped, during leveral days, 
of their protedlion, the two armies were fai- 
tigued by a march of eighty leagues in the 
month of July, and this was alfo fo far re- 
markable, as it produced a re-union, during 
two days, of all the; troops, and both the ge- 
nerals at an internal pofition, towards Ca- 
pcUe, within forty leagues of Paris, 

If it were the plan of this faftion to march 
the two armies to Paris, it is at leaft certain 
that Luckner had not been apprifed of, and 
did not confent to it. This circumftance 
renders the punifliment, which the ferocious 
Jacobins inflicted upon him, ftiU.more barba- 
rous and unjuft. But there was no manner 
of occafion either for him or his army, as on 
\ the receipt of an order from the king to march 
toward Sedan, he would have inftaiKly 
obeyed ; and the twenty thoufand men un-r 
der Lafayette would have been fufficicnt to 
have efFeded a revolution in Paris, Would 
to God, that he had executed this project 

with 
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with rapidity ! Whatever ftatc of things 
might have refultedfrom it, France Would 
not at prefent have been covered with crimes , 
opprobrium, and ruins ; Lafayette would 
have been the reftorer of his country, and 
the faviour of the royal family: but Provi* 
dence decided otherwife*^ 

Be that as it may, on the lOth of July, 
while Dumouriez was bufied in caufing fome 
fmall works to be traced out, for the piirpofe 
of fortifying Orchies, he received a courier 
from Luckner with orders to repair inftantly 
to Valenciennes. He fet off immediately, 
and was not a little aftonifhed to learn on 
entering the marfhal's apartments, that La- 
fayette had juft arrived, and was (hut up with 
him. He knocked at the door of his clolet^ 
and Luckner gave him a moft gracious re- 
ception. Lafayette, abaflied at feeing him, 
alTumed an air of cool dignity, which he 
returned. 

The marflial then explained to him the 
movements of the two armies, informed him 
that lieutenant-general Dillon would arrive 
on the 2oth at Valenciennes with eight bat- 
talions and fix fquadrons, and that he him-- 

felf 
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felf was to leave the camp of Famars on the 
1 2th with his army; that he fhould not 
withdraw any of the troops either from Dun-* 
kirk or the camps of Maulde and Maubeuge; 
that he was to leave his rear-guard, confift- 
ing of fix battalions and five fquadrons in the 
camp of Famars, and alio the command of 
the whole northern department, until the 
2oth, under his charge, when he was to re- 
iign to general Dillon, and rejoin him at. 
Metz, making the fame marches as the army 
had done ; and if during thefe eight days 
any important event (hould occur, he was 
to render an account of it to general La* 
fayette, and receive his commands. He then 
prefented him with the fame orders figned- 
by the minifter. 

He replied to the marfhal, that although 
he deemed this great movement very impru- 
dent, and extremely ill-timed, he would 
execute the orders which he, had received ; 
then addrefRng himfelf to Lafayette, who 
had remained all this time with his eyes fixed 
upon a map, he faid to him, •* You are 
doubtlefs forry as well as myfelf, that I ihould 
be for a few days under your command ; I 

^ however 



( 3* ) 

however promife m the prefence of the mar- 
Aval, to ferve you faithfully ia every thing 
that may tend to your real glory, provided 
you but labour for the good of your country. 
But you may eafily imagine that I cannot 
forget your conduft, and I fwear to you 
that we (hall determine our quarrel at the 
conclufion of the wair.'* Lafayette vi^ilhed 
to eater into fome explanations, but Luck- 
ner ftepping in between them, they all three 
kft the cloTet ; on this, the marftial faid to 
his aides-d^'Campj " Dumouriez is very ge- 
nerous ; he has poftponedhia refentment un- 
til the conclufion of the war." It was this/ 
adventure that gave rife to the ftory at that 
time in circulation, that thefe two generals 
had fought together, and that Lafayette had 
been wounded. 

He had always loved Lafayette, although 
he was welj acquainted with his defefts ; 
he cfteemed his good qualities, and he dif- 
covered in him, in an efpecial manner, thofe 
external reqiiifites fo neceflary in a comman- 
der in order to make an irapreffion on the 
people. Before his entrance into the admi- 
niftration, he had always given him the moft 

* ufeful 
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ufei^ul advice : during the time he was ia 
office, he had fupportcd him againft the 
Jacobins, and with the Girondifts, even at 
the moment when the unfortunate Lafayette, 
tnifled by the intriguers who befet and ruined 
him, loaded hinii with public and intoler- 
able injuries* If Lafayette had feized this op- 
portunity for an explanation, and had had fenfe 
enough to have liftened to his ambition ra- 
ther than his vanity, the reconciliation would 
have been fincere and prompt, and* perhaps 
^eat advantages would have refulted from 
this circumftance to their country, their 
king, and themfelvcs: but fcarcely had he 
left the clofet, when feeing himfelf fur*^ 
rounded by his courtiers, he inftantly rcfum- 
ed his haughty demeanour, and appeared by 
his' geftures to infult Dumouriez, who on 
this day feemed to be more out of favour, 
and more defpondent than ufual. 

No fooner had Lafayette taken his depar- 
ture, than the marflial confeffed the impru- 
dence of the tranfpofition of the two armies; 
but he was well pleafed to return to Metz, 
Beurnonville was greatly vexed at being 
abandoned by the marfhal, and did not for- 

VoL. in. D give 
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give him for leaving him under the orders 
of Lafayette, whom he did not love. Luck- 
ner fct*^ofF on the 1 2th, and Dumouriez re* 
mained at Valenciennes, occupying a camp 
with only iix battalions, that required thirty 
thoufand men. 

D'Harville had pretended to difpute the 
command with him, but the queftion was 
decided by the marflial in favour of feniority : 
on this D'Harville received leave of abfence, 
and departed. Lieutenant-general Lanoue, 
who commanded a camp of five or fix thou- 
fand men at Maubcuge, and who, as well 
as his troops, was exceedingly attached to 
Lafayette, confidered himfelf independent, 
and gave notice that he would not execute 
any order that was not prefcribed to him 
by the commander in chief. Lieutenant- 
general Carle, who had nearly the fame num- 
ber of troops under his orders, expreffed at 
Dunl^irk a fimilar opinion. 

In the mean time, the duke of Saxe Tet* 
chen affembled at Mons an army of 
about twenty thoufand men, and the 
camp at Tournai contained ten or twelve 
thoufand , more. In cafe of an irruption, 

DuniQuriez 
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l)umouriez had only fourteen battalldns and 
feven fquadrons at his difpofal, and thefe 
were diftributed in the camps of Maulde and 
Famaxs* It was to be expeded that the Im-» 
perialifts, now no longer kept in check by 
Luckner's army, would invade the northern 
department, Dumouriez,had announced this 
to the marflial, and the minifter at war, who 
was no longer Lajarrc, but.d'Abancourt, a 
young man entirely under the influence of 
Lafeyette's fadion, and Who, from a fimplc 
captain, had become miniAer. 

The fortreffcs in Flanders were not fuffi- 
clently provided with provifion. The gar- 
rifons were weak ; none of the out- works 
wer6 pallifaded, the proper difpofition of the f 
artillery was not made, and ammunition and 
canoneers were every where wanting. There 
was a breach in the wall of Douay of more 
than three hundred fathoms in length. In 
no place could the inundations be efFeded, 
and Conde alone would have been able to 
have fuftained a fiege, by the care of its ex- 
cellent commander, general Omoran. 

On the 14th of July, at the very moment 
when Dumouricz had caufed the feftival of 

D 2 the 
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tht federation to be celebfated in his camp^ 
a falfe alarm was given^ and he was informed 
that the enemy *s columns were marching 
through Sebourg towards Valeflckiines. H« . 
accordingly went thither, but did not dif-» 
eover any hoftile appearance ; a few huflara 
only had been feen. 

But during the night between the 13th 
iind 14th, nearly five thoufand Imperialifts, 
fetting ofF from Tournay, marched and 
attacked Orchies, where there was a bat^ 
talion of the volunteers of la Somme, with 
two field pieces and thirty dragoons* They 
aflaulted the place furioufly at the two gates 
on the fide of Douay and Lifle, for they 
had not yet time to throw up the different 
defenfive works enjoined by the general* 
This battalion defended itfelf with the 
litmofl: courage, and made good its retreat 
towards St. Amand, with the lofs of one 
of its cannons. A captain of the name of 
Thory acquired much glory by faving this 
garrifon. Two columns of Impcrialifts fired 
on each oth^r, and the enemy loft five hun- 
dred men. 

Dumouriez having received intelligence 

of 
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of this attack in the courfe of the night, 
inftantly removed his camp from Famars^ 
and arrived at St. Amand-on the I5th9 by 
break of day. He tranfmitted orders to 
Beurnonville to leave only a guard in the 
camp of Maulde, and to march immediately 
to Rnmegies in order to cut off the enemy*s 
retreat, vt^hile he with his fix battalions, and 
ihe three others which he was to draw fron^ 
St. Amand and Marchiennes, marched and 
attacked them in Orchies. General MznS&p 
the commanding officer of Douay, without 
waiting for any orders, fallied ^out at ^ the 
fame time at the head of 8qo of his garrifon, 
and marched alfo towards Orchies, Thui 
the enemy would have been furrounded, if 
they, had not made hafte to retreat in the 
courfc of the night between the 14th and 
15th. 

On receiving information of this ^vent, 
Pumouriez re^ftablilhed the fame garrifba 
at Orchies, and alfo took it upon him to 
aflemble fifteen battalions and five fquadrons 
ia the camp of Maulde, that be might at 
leaft have his little army united in oner 
point. A regiment of horfe chafleur« r«- 
P 3 . ^^^^^ 
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fufed to enter the camp, and returned to its 
cantonments behind Conde. He tranfmitted 
orders to lieutenant general Carle imme- 
diately to fend five battalions and two fqua- 
drons from Dunkirk to join him, but they 
did not arrive uptil long after. He then 
returned and reaflumed the command of the 
camp of Maulde, whence he began once 
more to harafs the enemy, on purpofe to 
retrain them, and to familiarize his own 
troops with war. 

On the 20th general Chazot arrived at 
Valenciennes with eight battalions belonging 
to Lafayette's army. He began by declaring 
that he would not execute general Du- 
mouriez' orders, but wait for the arrival 
of general Dillon. He however at length 
yielded to the earned folicitations that were 
niade him, and permitted his troops to be 
cantoned between Conde and Valenciennes, 
along the Scheldt. 

Dumouriez took care to render an account 
of all th^fe events to the minifter, Luckncr, 
and Lafayette. 

On the* 2 2d Dillon arrived, after con* 
ferring with Lafayette at Sedap, and pafling 

through 
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through Maubcuge, Avefnes, and Laadrc- 
cies. He was followed by four or five bat- 
talions, which he had colleded during his 
journey. Dumouriez had on his fide 'given 
orders to draw an equal number from the 
garrifons of Picardy and Artois, befides the 
five battalions and two fquadrons which he 
expefted from Dunkirk. 

He joyfully refigned to Dillon the office 
of commander in chief, contenting himfelf 
with the camp of Maulde; but he depidled, 
to him at the fame time all the dangers of 
his fit nation. On the 2 2d the duke of 
Saxe Tefchen leaving Mons, thought proper 
to invade the French territory, and encamp 
at Bavay. On this it became impoflible for 
Dumouriez to obey Luckner's orders, and 
fet out with fix battalions, and five fquadrons 
for Metz, leaving Flanders unprovided with 
troops at the very moment when the enemy 
had penetrated into it. 

Dillon himfelf oppofed the idea. But 
this was too direft an a£k of difobedience, 
for the two generals to take the refponfibility 
upon themfelves. Dumouriez in particular 
forefaw that it wouId.be conftrucd into a crime 

D 4 on 
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on his part# The firft letter which he re* 
ceived from the marfhal, who blamed the 
affembling of the troops in the camp of 
Maulde, and an infolent one on the -part 
of Bertier, made him perceive the neceflitjr 
of making ufe of a great degree of prudence 
on this occafion. However, the fafety of 
Flanders was at flake; every •other con- 
fideration was fubordinate to this great 
events and the pretended difobedience, which 
arretted the progrefs of the enemy, aftually 
faved every thing. 

Dillon is a very brave and honeft man, 
and far too paflionate to be a cunning one. 
He pofTefTes military talents, and §reat am- 
bition. He had been made to fufpe£t gederal 
Dumouriez, who on his fkie entertained 
prejudices againfl him, knowing how much 
he was conneded with Lafayette and his 
fa£lion. But circumflances were too cri- 
tical not to fmother all perfonal refentments, 
land the appearance of the enemy produced a 
fincere reconciliation. 

Dillon aflembled a grand council of war, 
confining of all the general officers, at Va- 
lenciennes } he expofed to them with much 

forQp 
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force and precifion the weak fiate of the 

fortifications; the fmall number of troops 

which he had to oppofe to the tv^o bodies of 

the enemy, one of which but a few days before 

had taken Orchies, while the other was at 

prefent encamped up6n our own territories} 

the neceffity of retaining general Dutnourie^s 

with his diviiion in Flanders ; the impoflilM<« 

lity of permitting their departure without 

expofing the northern department to certain 

ruin, and the proteft pf the adminiftrativc 

body of the whole department againft this 

ineafure. He afterwards detailed in a very 

methodical manner his plan of defence, and 

in purfuance of the unanimous opinion of 

the council of war, general Dumouriez was 

enjoined to remain with his divifion under 

the command of general Dillon, until the 

Imperialifts had retired and ceafed to menace 

the French territory. 

The chief commiilary Malus drew up ati 
account of this important deliberation, in 
which the motives of the council of war 
were ably recapitulated by hina, and copies 
figned by all the members were immediately 
trafifmitted to the prefident of the national 

aflembly, 
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aifembly, and the minifter. The two ge- 
nerals on their part difpatched others to 
inarflial Luckner and general Lafayette. 
They were thenceforward occupied with 
nothing but preparations for repelling, or 
flopping the enemy. Dillon charging him- 
fclf with thofe atBavay, and Dumouriez with 
thofe on the fide of Tournay. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Camps ofMaulde^ Maubeuge^ and Potit^fur^ 
Sambre. Affair of the loth of Auguji. Oath 
f adtmnijiered to the Troops. Lafayette'' s In^ 
furreStion. 



What Dumouriez had forcfecn aftualljr 
occurred. Luckncr told him that henceforth 
he (hould no longer confider him as appertain- 
ing to his af my. He tranfmitted complaints, 
reclaimed his troops, and wrote to the king 
to demand his punifliment. It is faid that 
this prince, forgetting his laft converfation 
with Dumouriez, aflured the marfhal that 
he (hould take upon himfelf the talk of 
revenging him. This is doubtful. How- 
ever the unfortunate Louis, although he 
entertained but little refpeft for Lafayette, 
whom he had many inducements to hat^, 
was at that period euti|:ely in the power of 
4 his 
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his faftion, which folaced him with the 
hopes of a fpeedy realization of all his wiflies. 
It is ncceffary however to feparate his private 
inclinations from the aftions fuggefted by 
the perfidious men who furrounded him. 
This prince was good, but he was unfor- 
tunate, and he had been violently infulted 
on the 2ift of June, by the vile Santerre at 
the head of the rabble of Paris. 

Inftead of avenging the affront offered to 
the king ; an affront that recoiled upon the 
nation itfelf, fince, according to the con- 
ilitution which was at that period the law 
and the idol of the French, he was clothed 
with a facred and inviolable charafler; the 
aflerobly had aggravated this injury by ap- 
^ pearing to approve of the cxcefles of the 
populact : a conftitutional party, but ojie 
that aimed at the eftablifhment of tvvo 
chambers, and the Englifh conflitgtipn, flat- 
tered him, oh the other hand, with the 
expeftation of a fpeedy deliverance frorp this 
degrading ftate of flavery. They had al-r 
ready nearly come to blows. The fic- 
tion, and ' efpecially Lafayette himfelf, had 
conceived too great a hatred againft Dumou- 
6 riez 
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riez to confide any of its fecrets to himi 
his facnfice, thereforci was become a matter 
of political neccffity* This ftate of afiairs 
fufficiently juflifies the king. 

As to Lafayette, he is alfo excufable^ as 
he was nearly in the fame predicament with 
his majefty. During the firft legiflature> 
he bad poiieired^ in the higheft podible degree^^ 
the confidence of the people, the adoration 
of Paris, and the love of all the national 
guards throughout the kingdom, more ef- 
pecially thofe of the capitaL The arts of 
the Jacobins, whom he did not manage with 
fufficient adroltnefs, and the inconftancy of 
the people, had bereaved him of all thefe 
advantages, which were however more 
brilliant that;i folid. 

On this he retired to his eftate ; but the 
profpefl: of war, and the credit of the minifler 
Narboune^ had placed him at the head of att 
army that was attached to him. The mai> 
(hal de Rochambeau entertained the fatne 
fcntiments. Luckner, who had fucceed^dtht 
marfhal, was a mere cypher, to vi^hom they 
had given Charles Lameth as a fuperinten*- 
dant« It might be fafely affirmed, that all 

the 
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the diftinguifticd officers of this army wcrd 
deftined to become future members of the 
upper chamber. 

The national Parifian guard was filled with 
indignation* at the infult pfFered to the king. 
Eight thoufand worthy citizens had infcribed 
their names on purpofe to defend him ; 
^twenty thoufand more followed their example^ 
They were in the right, and their conduct 
was conformable to law. Great dependence 
was placed upon this confederacy, again ft 
which the National Affembly oppofed th6 
decree of the twenty thoufand men ; they 
reckoned alfo on the three armies. ^ 

* Lafayette, who was puffed up with great 
expedations, committed but one miftake re- 
fpedling Dumouriez ; this was, in neglefling 
to cauie him to be founded, and in not 
communicating his plan to him, to which 
he would have inftantly acceded, prefer- 
ing the Englifh conftitution to anarchy, and 
ochlocracy. He had indeed no other re- 
fource, for he had left Paris expofed to the 
hatred of the Jacobins, and the faftion of the 
Gironde. But Lafayette had offended Du* 
raouriez too much to believe that he could 

pardon 
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pardon him, and no longer hoping to draw 
him over to his party, becaufe he had not 
attempted it, he endeavoured to ruin him. 
This perfonal animofity on the part of La- 
fayette and Lameth againft Dumouriez has 
perhaps been the caufe of all the evils that 
have occurred to France. 

It accordingly happened, that, as foon- as 
the proceedings of the council at war had 
reached Paris, d'Abancourt, the minifter, 
went to folicit a decree, fubjedting every ge- 
neral oiBcer to the fentence of a council of 
war, who (hould difobey the commander in 
chief. This was ridiculous. The' military 
laws, which were not as yet abrogated, were 
clearly in favour of the minifter's propofition. 
All that was neceffary, on this occafion, was 
for him to have poffefled the audacity to 
caufe general Dumouriez to be inftantly ar- 
retted, and fent to Metz, there to be tried 
by his colleagues, all of whom appertained 
to this faftion. But the precaution taken 
by Dillon and Dumouriez, to tranfmit the 
proceedings to the prefident of the National 
Affembly, prevented him 'from hazarding 
this flroke of authority,^ and reftored Du- 
mouriez, 
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moxxTitti ^vithout his either feeking^ Of 
fuppofing it, to the favour of all the pa/ties 
^ho oppofed Lafayette. The depaand of 
this decree enlightened the Aflemblj rela* 
tive to the views of that faftion, and the 
propolition of the minifter was unanimoufly 
rejefted. 

In the mean time Lafayette, who enter- 
tained no manner of doubt as to the fuccefs 
of d* Abancourt on the prefent occafion, fent 
an exprefs order to general Dillon to af* 
reft Dumouriez, arid fend him to the Cita- 
del of Met«. Dillon pofleffed wifdom enough 
not to attempt to execute this injunftion^ 
and fufficicnt fidelity to conceal it ; for he 
never revealed the incident to general Du- 
mouriez until after Lafayette's unfortunate! 

flight. 

It muft feem likely^ that in confequencfc 
of thefe circumftances, and the refpeftive po- 
fition of Dillon and Dumouriez, thefe two 
generals would have formed the clofeft con- 
nexion ; but fevcral motives concurred in 
producing a difunion : i .Dillon, who had de-. 
dared that he would not carry on any other 
than a defcnfivc war, fcouted/his colleague** 

ofFenfive 
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otfcndvfe plaiis^ and replied to all his propo- 
fitions, that the invafion of the Low Countries 
was foolifli And chimerical : 2. His flatterers 
had niade him believe that Dumouriez was aii 
6bftacle to his authority ; that this general 
Rad feized the opportunity of the invafion of 
the Imperalifts in order to cover his difobe- 
dience, arid f 6ridcr himfelf independent ; and 
fhat being the enemy of Lafayette, he would 
feek every opportunity to facrifice his lieu-^ 
tenant, in order to get pofleffion of the chief 
command in Flanders : 3. Duqiouriez was 
born in the Low Countries, and the northern 
department had bfeen faved by his refolution' 
to remain there ; the confliituted authorities 
had written to the National Aflembly, and 
requefted thit this proceeding might receive 
their fanftion ; they alfo repofed a greater degree - 
of confidence in this general than in Dillon* 
The troops belonging to the camp at Maulde 
never mentioned their commander but with 
6hthufiafm, and neither the emiffaries of 
Lafayette, nor of Dillon, had been able to 
fucceed in their attempts to diminifli the 
afFedion which the foldiers bore toward him. 
Dillon himfelf, having unexpedledly made 
Vol. IIL E his 
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his appearance there, difpleafed them greatly 
by criticifing their camp, which they deemed 
impregnable, and had met with a very cool 
reception. Thus Dillon's jealoufy, which 
was at its height, laid his mind open to all 
the unfavourable ideas that were continually 
fuggefted to him. However, Dumourieac 
muft render him this honourable teftimony, 
that amidfl all thefe finifter fentiments he al-- 
ways remained faithful, and never once aded 
in a diflioneft manner. 

He efteemed Dillon, and loved the frank- 
nefs of his charafter. He was of too open 
a difpolition for any one not to difcover all 
the afFcdtions of his mind. Dumouriez was 
grieved at this, more efpecially, on account 
of the evil that refulted from it to the pub- 
lic. He eafily perceived that, inftead of car- ^ 
rying on the war ferioufly,^ they were amuf- 
" ing themfelves with intrigues, Gripping the 
frontiers of the troops deftined for their de- 
fence, and while the enemy menaced them 
on every fide, they fatigued and ruined the 
army in confequence of long and ufelcfs 
marches, which by their direSion feemed to 
threaten Paris. 

I During 
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During his frequent conferences with Dillon^ 
he fubmitted all thefe refledions to him, and 
ftrove to prevail upon him to a£t4 At lengthy 
in order to do away his jealoufy and his 
fufpicions, he propofed to him to unite all 
the troops, and to march in concert againft 
the duke of Saxe-Tefchen. Dillon, including 
the draughts from the garrifons, might have 
aflembled forty-five battalions, and twenty 
fquadrons, the amount of which would have 
been to from twenty to twenty- five thoufand 
infantry, apd three thoufand cavalry. He, how- 
ever, rcfufed to adopt a plan, which, whatever 
his views might have been^ could not but 
prove advantageous to him* 

Dillon was undoubtedly acquainted with fc^ 
crets, of which his colleague remained ignorant, 
and waited until the projects ofLafayettefhould 
be difclofed, that he might then aft accord- 
ingly. As to Dumouriez, who was not in- 
truded with thefe, he had nothing but the war 
prefent to his imagination^ an enemy on our 
territory, whence it was neceflary to chafe him, 
and the poffibility, by following him, to en*» 
ter the Low Countries fucccfsfully, on ac- 
count of the difpofition of the inhabitants^ 

E 2 which 
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which had been long known to hitn, and 
which 'was indeed £b friendly, that even the 
follies of the French had not been able to 
eool it. 

The invaiion of the Netherlands, in fhort, 
appeared to him- to be decifive as to the lafety 
of his country. All France fcemed to be in 
conflernation on account of our bad fuccefs 
)iitherto, and the affembling of SojOoo Gcr- 
inans on the frontiers of Champagne* It 
would have given energy to the nation, and 
have doubled the ftrength of the armies.. 
In ihort, it would have infpiredl all the fac-* 
tions with a more noble intereft than that with 
which f hey were, occupied; for by uniting 
them againft the external enemy, it would 
have deftroyed their dangerous adivity,. whicb 
he perceived would lead to a^ fpcedy cataf^ 
trophe, that, could not fail to ruin all by 
engendering a civil war. 

Every thing confpired tb produce the ruin 
of France, and of the king* Dillon, con- 
fining himfelf entirely to the defenfive fyf** 
lem, which he was doubtlefs ordered tb do^ 
would not afTemble hi& army, left*^ he ihould 
be forced by cirjcumflances: to change his 

plan : 
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plan : he accordingly divided the troops into 
three feparate camps. 

That of Maulde, which remained under 
the direftion of Dunvouriez, confided of 
twenty-three battalions and five fquadrons, in- 
cluding the garnfons of Orchies, Marchiennes, 
and St. Amand. That of Maubeuge, under 
the command of lieutenant-general LaaouCf 
conteined twelve battalions and fix fquadrons, 
and that of Pont-fur-^ambre, eight battalions 
and five fquadrons« Dillon himfelf cona^ 
manded the laft; it was a fituation of his 
own choofing, and a very bad one. The 
foreft of Mormale, which extended betweca 
this camp and that of the Imperialjfts at 
Bavay, prevented the French from attacking 
the enemy, who indeed had rendered in* 
roads cm that fide impra^icable, by flopping 
-up the roads with tree$. This camp had 
the Sambre in the rear, axKl on its two 
flanks, by which means it became a pe« 
ninfula, and there was only one bridge to 
ferve in c*fe of a retreat. In front there 
was not any fpace between th^ foreft and 
th« camp, and the ImperaliAfi might have 

E 3 wfily 



( 54 ) 

«afily fuccceded in carrying it, had they but 
made the attempt. 

■ This reparation of troops augmented the 
fchifm ftill more. The camps of Maubeuge 
and Pont-fur-Sambre became entirely attach- 
ed to the party of Lafafyette : the camp of 
Maulde was totally devoted to Dumouriez. 
It wa? this disjunction that fenfibly divided 
the army into two faftions, the more inflam- ' 
ed, becaufe the two generals, now removed 
to a greater diftance, faw each other but 
feldom. One fmall advantage however re- 
fulted from it ; this was an emulation in ha- 
raffing the enemy by means of detachments, 
a circumftance which inured the troops to 
warfare. 

General Dumouriez, (hut up within his 
own camp, no longer occupied himfelf about 
any thing elfe than the difciplining and train- 

. Ing of his little army, and the forming of 
its officers. The troops of the line, the vo- 
lunteers, the officers, and the foldiers, were 
all replete with confidence and good will, 
but they were raw and inexperienced. 

He began by forming two flankipg corps 
of four or five hundred each, which went 
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diaily a Ikirmifliing ; they were renew- 
ed, both officers and foldiers, every week, 
except thofe belonging to the ftafF; and 
all the battalions took their turn of fervice, 
fo that every one might be employed, 
and all be accuftomed to fatigue and the 
fight of the enemy. 

Every commanding officer received a pa- 
per of inftrudlions from the hand of the 
general, on the back of which was traced 
a map of that part of the country through 
which he was to pafs; on this were alfo 
laid down the various roads, bridges, vil- 
lages, farm-houfes, and mills, near which 
they were to march in going and returning 
home, the Ipots where troops were to be 
pofted, the points of attack, &c. Thefe 
detachments for the moft part proved fuc- 
cefsful, and brought in horfes and prifoners 
to the camp. They received orders to keep 
on good terms with the inhabitants, and the 
general caufed the property that was ftolcn 
to be reftored. 

During all this time, the battalions were 

exercifed daily, and afliftcd in eredling pal- 

Jifadoes on the redoubts, in throwing bridges 
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over t|ie Scarpe, and in digging trenches^ 
The toyr of duty in the caqtip, a^d i^ the 
yarious detached guards, ^as qftremeljr 
fevere. Every man had his proper poft 
affigncd to him, in cafe of furprife. Nqthpj? 
idienefs nor cabals prevailed i^ tl|ie array; 
there were neither jacobins nor feuiilans 
there ;, the newfpapers were but little read ; 
and the twelve or thirteen thoufand troopSj^ 
of which it confifted, bec^ame perceptibly 
more warlike. 

While employed in occupations purely 
ijiilitary, the general received intelligenpe of 
the frightful cataftrophe of the lothof A«- 
guft. This eyentj^ the particulars of which 
^ere but little knowfi to him, dr his troops, 
did not occafion gny very lively impreflipij 
either for or againft jhe king; they con* 
tinued to think only of the enemy. As to 
the general, he had long forefeen the ftruggle 
between the two faftions, the fuperiority of 
either of which nauft render Louis un- 
fortunate. 

As both of them equally fuppprted them- 
felves on the bafis of the conftitution, 
he confidered the king as being almoA lefs 

to 
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to be pitiedi while a prifbiier to the vi^oripus 
faftion, than when expofed to the malevo* 
lence of both at the fame time. He had 
been highly bUmeable on account of hi^ 
flight during the courfe of the preceding 
year; and the gooieral, who had been fo 
lately a, member of the adminiftration, well 
li:new that this unfortunate prince way 
furrotinded by a certain defeription of men, 
who would not fail to afford amplje cauf^ of 
jcomplaint againil him. 

He hoped that his inviolability would be 
refpe.£ted j that the conftitutipn would repair 
ullXf t^st the nation, now unanimous, would 
no Ipngjcr pccupy kfelf with any other 
object than the external enemy; thqit the war 
would accordingly be of ihorter duration ; 
that at the peace;, tranquillity would enfue, 
?(nd the executive power being once durably 
fixed, th^t the king would refume his place^ 
in the £itpe manner as had happened' in a 
nearly fhnilar fituation, in the courfe of the 
former year* The manner in which the 
national aflembly at firft treated him and 
his family, in the prifon pf the temple, con- 
firmed him -^ in his opinion, and precluded 
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the anticipation of thofe tragical and crimi- 
pal events which have fince enfued. 

A few days afterwards, he received a 
copy of an oath which had been taken by 
the troops encamped-at Maubeuge, and Pont- 
fur-Sambre, accompanied by a very (hort 
and blunt order, to adminifter the fame to 
thofe in the camp of Maulde. It refembled 
the ancient one, " I fwear to be faithful 
to the nation, the law, and the king ;" but 
tvas now both dangerous and ill timed. 
This unhappy oath, joined to Lafayette's 
infurreftion, is one; of the caufes of that 
violent commotion, which has produced 
the ruin of the conftitution, of the king, and 
of France, 

His majefty had become the prifoner of a 
fadlion, and by this oath the army would have 
declared itfelf in favour of the party that had 
been forced to fuccumb. This was tan- 
tamount to the declaration of a civil war. 
The king was in the hands of a trium- 
phant, and irritated faftion, which wifhed 
to avenge the lofs of more than ten thoufand 
citizens, that this vidory over foreigners 
and revolted nobles had coft : he muft there- 
fore 
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fore of neceffity fall a viftim to the jacobins, 
after fuch a declaration on the part of the 
army. 

Thev kmg was perhaps culpable ; in that 
cafe the law would pronounce the forfeiture 
of the crown. This was a fubjeft for a 
civil trial, and it did not belong to the army 
to decide on the cafe j for if it took a fide 
without being acquainted with the par- 
ticulars, it would aggravate its wrongs. 
In fliort, more than one hundred and twenty 
thoufand Germans, or Italians, were on the 
borders of France, and were ready to take 
advantage of our internal troubles, in order 
to invade it. This was not a proper mo- 
ment for us to occupy our attention about 
the perfon of the king, who, all auguft as 
he was, was no more than a fecondary 
obje£l ; or to facrifice our country to this 
confideration.' 

Dumouriez tranfmitted thefe obfcrvations 
to Dillon, and did not permit the oath to be 
adminiftered. Unfortunately, Dillon caufed 
the oath accompanied by his own order to be 
publiflicd in the newfpapers; he was then 
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obliged to affign the motives of his difobe-* 
diepce in the fame journals. 

The national affembly, which was ex- 
ceedingly difcontented with the oath ia 
queftipn, difpatchcd comroiffioners, chofen 
out of its own body, to all the armies. La* 
fayette raifed the ftandard of revolt. He 
caufed the three commiffioners deftined for 
his camp to be arrefted. He ought to have 
inarched inftantly to Paris. Dumouriez was 
utterly unacquainted with Lafayette's proceed-^ 
ings. He cannot blame bis condu£):, for he 
afterwards found hioafelf prccifely in the 
fame fituatioo, when exaAly the lame events 
cnfued. 

All that can be faid, in order to juftify 
either of them after their ill fuccefs, muft 
arife from this confidcration, that the im^ 
petuofity of the nation^ and all the events 
of the refolution, have been inftantaneous, 
gnd unforefeen ; that meafures have never 
kept pace with cataftrophes ; that thp jacobins 
have always been more aftive and VOQX^ pow«^ 
erful than men of worth, bccaufe they prac- 
tifed upon a greater mafs of people, confifling 
7 of 
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of thofe poflfefEng leaft reflexion, the moft 
Tiolent, and the moft eafy to be carried all 
lengths, as they had not any thing to lofe^ 
love blood, and had every thing to gain by 
crimes and maffacres. 

As a proof that Lafayette had not time 
to perfedt his projeft, or to combine his 
movements, he had come to no agree-* 
ment either with the Imperialifts, or the 
. Pruffians, and was, as well as the companions 
of his flight, arretted by the latter, and de- 
livered over to the king of Pruffia, who ftill 
detains him in prifon, without having any 
right to do fo ; for he poflefles no jurifdidion 
over this unfortunate general, who was not 
taken in the courfe of war. He cannot be 
confidercd, therefore, either as being fubjedt 
to his authority, or as his prifoner. It is 
an arbitrary aft exercifed againft a man, who 
might have proved ferviceabl^ had he been 
but properly managed. At leaft, fome refpe£t 
ought to have been (hewn him, on account 
of the efforj made by him to fave Louis XVL 
If he had not been deemed in the fmalleft 
degree ferviceable, it would have been but 
juft to have allowed him to have pafled through 
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Holland, in order to retire to America, whefe 
he might have wept over the evils he had 
brought upon his country by a revolutionary 
zeal but ill underftood, and a bad imitation of 
his model, Waftiington. But the unrefle^t* 
ing rage of the emigrants miflcd the juftice of 
the Pruffian monarch, who has become the 
inftrument of their vengeance. 
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CHAP, V. 



Commifftoners from the National Jf/fembfy. 
Dumouriez Commander in Chief. He goes 
into Champagne. State of Lafayette'^ s army. 



On the 14th of Auguft, three deputies 
from the national aflembly arrived at Valen- 
ciennes; thefe were Delmas, Dubois-Du- 
bays, and Bellegarde, They had brought 
fevere inftrudions relative to Dillon, whom 
the circumftance of the oath had rendered 
fufpefted, and they had orders to depofe him, 
as well as general Lanoue. There was at 
this time at the baths of St. Amand a deputy 
of the name of Couthon, who had loft the ufe 
of both his legs. This man, who afts a great 
part in the revolution, with a mild appearance, 
and the reputation of being a good friend, a good 
hufband, and a good father, is yet oije of the 
moft cruel and dangerous tyrants of the 
anarchical fadion, in confequence of the 
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excefs of his fanaticlfiiiy which is unbounded. 
As men's minds were not then exalted ta 
that degree of ferocity to which . they have 
fince arrived, Couthon was a reafonable 
being, and the baths being in the neighbour* 
hood of the camp of Maulde^ he had had feveral 
conferences with the general, with whom he 
became intimate. 

He immediately fet off to join his brethren, 
who, before they faw general Dumouriez, had 
had an interview with Dillon, whofe excufes 
they had received, and whom they had re- 
tained in his command. This was a decidoa 
injurious to general Dumouriez, and di{^ 
pleafed the arniy at Maufde. The general 
difapproved of the precipitation of the com- 
miffioners, without however uttering any 
complaint. He eafily perceived, that La* 
fayette, who was not yet known to have 
declared himfelf, . was about to be at leatf 
difmifTed ; Dillon would then take his place, 
and he of courfe would affume the command 
in the room of the latter, which would 
cAable him to recommence an ofFenfive 
iynem of operations, and to execute his plan 
of invading the Lqw Countries. 

/ ' Couthon. 
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Couthon enlightened the commiflionefs 
relative to the fault they had committed, 
in fo haftily confirming Dillon in the com- 
mand, who was at leaft fufpefted, and perhaps 
hy this time accufed, at Paris. They, in 
order to repair their fault, vifited the. camp 
of Maulde, where Dumouriez waited for 
them in tranquillity. They were however 
relieved from their anxiety, by a courier who 
arrived unexpedtedly from the national aflem- 
bly, and announced Lafayette's defedion, 
and the nomination of Dumouriez as com- 
mander in chief of the two armies. The 
camp of Maulde difcovered inexpreffible joy, 
more efpecially when he aflured his foldiers, 
that he would not forfake them. This was, 
in truth, his firft projeft; he hoped to be 
able to aft upon the ofFenfive, and to carry 
the war into the Auftrian Low Countries. 

Dillon, who was his fenior officer, who 
had formerly commanded him, and been 
recently confirmed in this command by the 
commiflioners, found much difficulty in 
confenting to fervq under him ; but Du- 
mouriez foon made him eafy, by pro- 
pofing that he (hould put himfelf at the *head 
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of Lafayette's army, affuring him at the fame 
tim*e, that he fhould fincerely labour to 
render his fituation independeijt, and that 
he (hould no longer be fubjefted to his or- 
ders, than until the council ha4 decided 
favourably on his propofition. 

He accordingly compofed, and tranfmitted 
by the fame courier, a memorial to the exe- 
cutive power, in which he ftated, that 
the command hitherto conferred on La- 
fayette, from the frontiers of Alface to 
Dunkirk, was far too extenfive for the morial 
and phy fical faculties of any one man ; that 
it embraced two very diftinft fpecies of war- 
fare, and an immenfe detail relative to the 
fortified towns, the provifion, contrads, 
and movements, which a fingle head could 
indeed comprehend in a general point of 
vievsf, but which it was impoflible for it to 

• follow through all the minutiae. 

He was of opinion, that it would be ex-* 
tremely ufeful to the country, were this 
charge, too extehfive in its own nature, fe- 
parated into two independent commands, 
of which the conneftion fhould be immediate, 

. but the refponfibility diftindt, the prefent 
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general refponfibility being calculated to 
frighten every man who wiflied to do his 
duty. This memorial was fent off, and 
Dillon was contented. 

The faftion of the Gironde was at this 
time predominant in France, and it had juft 
humbled Lafayette's party, by the affiftance 
of the Jacobins. It had reftored Servaa to 
the war, Roland to the home department, 
and Clavieres once more fuperintended the 
public contributions. Thefe had been turned 
out on the 12th of June, by Dumouriez : 
but perceiving that this general was the only 
one whom they could oppofe to Lafayette, 
ind the enemies now about to enter France, 
thefe three minifters felt it required of them 
to facrifice their refentments, which they 
did with fincerity, and tranfmitted letters of 
felicitation to the general, 'with which he 
was much pleafed. 

As their confidence in Dillon was not as 
yet fully re-eftabli(hed, the anfwer to the 
memorial was at firft procraftinated, and the 
rcqueft at length negatived : thus Dumouriez 
found himfelf charged with the whole burden 
of the war. His determination to fend 
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Dillon to take tl^e command of the army of 
the centre proceeded from his attachment 
to his favourite projeA, as he wiflied to prove, 
by executing the plan prefented to the two 
generals in the month of April, and after- 
wards to Luckner, that if we had not fuc- 
ceeded,and had now adually madelefs progrels 
than at the commencement of the war, this 
did not arife from any defeft in the project, 
but the generals themfelves. 

He hoped to have time fufScient to pre- 
pare for all events. Marfhal Luckner was 
along with his army at Metz, and would, 
naturally form a jundion with general Dillon, 
for the defence of the department of the 
Ardennes. This department was protefteci 
by a line of fortreffes, which muft have been, 
taken before the enemy could penetrate into 
Lorraine, or Champagne. Thefe fieges 
would of courfe produce delays, which would 
afford him time to enter the Auftrian Nether- 
lands, and change the nature of the war. He 
therefore inftantly difpatched Dillon, ac- 
companied by general Chazot, who was well 
acquainted with the country, by having long 
commanded there. He gave him general 

Vouillers, 
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VouUiers, who was to a£l as the head of 
his ftafF; this officer commanded at Valen- 
ciennes, and was perfedlly acquainted with 
all the details relative to the infantry. 

He then occupied his whole time about 
the northern army, which he wiflied to form 
and aflemble. He made a promotion of five 
lieutenant generals, and feven major generals. 
The five former confided of Moreton, whom 
he put at the head of his own ftafF; Labour- 
donnaye, commanding officer at Lifle ; Ma- 
rafle, who commanded at Douay ; Omoran, 
who commanded at /Cond6 I and Beurnon- 
ville, who although recently made a major * 
general, had well deferved this rapid advance- 
ment, on account of his having boldly re- 
tained ^lis pofition at the camp of Maulde, 
during the whole fummer, with fcarce 
three thoufand men, againft forcfcs greatly fu- 
periour. 

The commiffioners received orders to make 
a very fcrupulous examination into Lanoue's 
condufl, who commanded the camp at 
Maubeuge, and even to difniifs him. Du- 
mouriez had known and efteemed him 
during the fpace of thirty years, although 
F 3 they 



( 70 ) 

they had become cool to each other in coa» 
fequence of party difpiites. He fent for him 
to Valenciennes, became fecurity for him to 
the commiffipners, and prevailed upon them 
to continue him in his command, which was 
in very good hands. 

It was neceflary to be certain of the troops 
in the camp o( Pont-fur-Sambre^ who were 
entirely Fayettized. The general had a man 
, of very great merit in the camp of Maulde : 
this was a colonel of dragoons of the name 
of DuvaU He was an old officer, and had 
ferved during the wars of Hanover and 
Corfica in the legion of Soubife. . Duval 
joined all the civil virtues to great military 
talents, and this a^air was entirely accom- 
modated with only the difmiffion of a colonel 
of dragoons, and two lieutenant-colonels of 
infantry. 

The national affcmbly had difpatched three 
new commiffioners to Sedan, in order to force 
Lafayette to liberate the others. On their 
leaving Paris, they had written to Dumourie:^ 
to engage him to. march with his army 
againft the rebellious general, with which he 
could not however comply, ©n account of 
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the proximity of tfee efiemyj although, ra 
confcquence cither of a fingular accident or 
extraordinary combination, the duke of Tef- 
Chen had feized this opportunity to decamp 
from Bavay, and retire to Mons. 

The moment he received his commiffion, 
he had written to all the conftituted au- 
thorities of the department of the Ardennes, 
toDre efp6cially id thofe of Sedan, to com- 
mand them to fet the commiflioners at H- 
berty, and to arreft Lafayette. He hacf 
tranfmitttid fimilar orders to all the military 
commanders, under the moft feverc penal- 
tics, 'ifhefe had reached Sedan on the' 

20th. 

Lafayette abandoned his camp on the ^ift,' 
With nearly ail his general officers, and the 
whole of his ftafF. Of all thofe belonging" 
to his army, there only remained three major 
generals ; Ligneville, (hut up in Mont- 
medi, nearly invefted by the Pruffians ; Dan- 
g'eft at the head of the artillery, who now 
alfo commanded the army; and Dietmann, 
aii old officer, brave, but of limited talents. 
Lieutenant general Leveneur was the laft 
wha departed ; he returned aftei: wards in order 
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to refume his poft, which Dumouriez would 
not permit ; on this he ferved during three 
weeks as a fimple huffar, and after this 
expiation the general reftored him to his 
rank : he is a very brave and ambitious man, - 
but is deftitute of judgment ; the foldiers 
love him becaufe he is affable, and wears an 
enormous pair of whilkers, and a cap like 
thofe formerly ufed by the officers of police ; 
he has committed many follies fince, with the 
beft poffible intentions, 

Dangeft tranfmitted all thefe particulars 
to the general, conjuring him at the fame 
time to repair quickly to head quarters, 
acknowledging that he hinafelf was inca- 
pable of conducing an army difcouraged 
and diforgani:ied by thq defedion of its lead- 
ers, for in addition to the generals and officers 
of the ftafF, nearly all the colonels and lieu- 
tenant colonels had gone ofF, and among 
others one of Dumouriez' own coufins, the 
lafl of his relations who had not emigrat- 
ed. 

Dangefl, who indeed was incapable of 
commanding the army, at the fame time 
informed him that the enemy had entered 

France 



C 73 ) 

France in two colunins, one of which ftie* 
naced Thionville, while the other laid fiesrc 
to Longwy. The general, who knew that 
Longwy was a ftrong place, and the com- 
manding officer old and experienced, was not 
very uneafy about it, and did not think it in- 
cumbent on him to alter his difpoiitions. 
Dillon too, who was on his journey, would 
of courfe aflemble the army, and either re- 
lieve, and throw fupplies into Longwy, or 
retard the fiege. 

He therefore continued his preparations 
with the chief commiffary Malus, and More- 
ton, who was at the head of his ftafF, in 
refpeft to every thing neceflary for opening 
the campaign. As the Swifs regiments had 
juft been difbanded, and there were three of 
them in garrifons on the northern frontier, 
he gave orders to enlift all the non-com* 
miffioned officers and foldiers who might 
prefent themfelves, and he intended that thefc 
fhould form the bafis of eight independenjp 
battalions, of eight hundred men each, into 
which alfo the Auftrian deferters were to be 
incorporated, in virtue of the impraSiicable 
decree, which granted each of them one 
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hundred Ihres per annum,, and fifty Ihres by 
way of gratification. He alfo gave orders 
to mcreafe to fix thoufand men the bodjr 
of Belgians intended to zdi as the vanguard 
of his army. He demanded an augmen- 
tation of troops and of arms from the mi-* 
nifter of war, and he procured a further 
fupply from Holland, by the way of Dunkirk. 
The minifters had difpatched feveral of 
their cmiffarics to Lafayette's camp, and! 
among the reft an Alfacian called Wefter- 
mann, who had diftinguifhed himfelf greatly _ 
at the Thuilleries on the loth of Auguft; 
he had received the brevet rank of lieutenant 
colonel. He was intimately connected witb 
Pan ton, at that time minifter of juftice.* 
This man poffeffes an infinite fhare of au* 
dacity, a fly and affable difpofition, and is- 
very faithful in his attachments. He ar- 
rived from Sedan during the night between 
the 24th and 25th ; he informed the com* 
miffioners and the general, that Longwy had 
furrendered on the 2 2d, after a fiege of two» 
days, that the army was reduced to defpair^ 
and on the point of dilbanding ; that it loudly 
demanded its general ; and that if he did not 
I inftantly 



( 75 > 

inftantly arrive, all was loft. There was no 
longer any room for deliberation. 

The general fpent the whole of the 25tb, 
and the night between the 25th and 26th, 
in communicating inftruftions for continuing 
the preparations for the expedition into the 
Ijow Countries ; he fpecially entrufted this 
bufinefs to Malus and Moreton, and he tranC* 
mitted orders to Labourdonnaye to refign 
the command of Lifle to Rualt, who had 
been juft made a major general, and to fct 
out for Valenciennes, in order to put himfelf 
at the head of the army during his atriencc* 
He announced that he fhould return at the 
expiration of fix weeks, that he would ftill 
undertake the expedition into Belgium in tho 
courfe of that year, a circumftaoce to whicE 
Bobody gave any credit, and he fct ofFcui 
the 26th, ia company with Wefternwun, a 
fingle aide-de-camp^ and his faithful vaJet-de^ 
^^ii^ri? Baptifte. 

On his arrival' at Sedan on the morning 
of the 28th, he difcovered the evil to be-far 
greater than it had been defcribei The 
grnky was divided into two bodies* The ad-* 
vanced guard, confifting of fix thoufand- 
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chofen troops, occupied a camp on the right 
banks of the Meufe, and the heights o£ 
Vau, that would have required forty thou- 
fand men to have defended. The main body, 

^ compofed of feventeen tboufand men, was 
ported three leagues in the rear, on the 
heights that overlooked Sedan. This camp 
was not a good one. 

The confternation was general. The fol- 
diers confidered all the officers as traitors, 
and this made a pretext to negle£t all difci- 
pline and fubordination. No one took upoa 
him to iflue orders, and affuredly, if the 
duke of Brunfwick, between the 22d and 
28th, had but puflied forward a body 
of only ten thoufand men toward Sedan, 
this army would have either difperfed it- 
fclf among the fortified places, or fled as 
far as Paris. The members of the depart- 
ments and diftrifts expefted a counter-revo- 
lution, and were far from being difpleaf- 

' ed at the idpa; and the three commif- 
lioners who had been arretted, and afterwards 
releafed, had returned with precipitation to 
Paris, which augmented the confufion and 
alarm. ^ 
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The general, who had not brought his 
camp equipage along 'with him, appropriated 
Lafayette's horfes and domeftics to his own 
ufe. After affembling and encouraging the 
adminiftrative bodies of Mezicres and Sedan, 
he went to vifit the troops. Thefe had been 
long fince prejudiced againft him, and he 
perceived a fullen air to prevail every where, 
more efpecially among the cavalry. On pair- 
ing along the front of a company of 
grenadiers appertaining to a regiment of the 
line, he heard one of them exclaim : " It 
is that b who brought on the war/* 

This being one of the motives by which' they 
had ftriven to render him odious, he inftantly 
flopped and faid : " Is there any one here fo 
great a coward as to lament the war ? Do you 
hope to gain your liberties without fighting 
for them ?'* This produced a good effedt, 
and ferved to reanippate every body. 

He learned, in the courfe of the fame day, 
that the king of Pruilia was marching againft 
Verdun* That town is far from being ftrong; 
it was full of provifion, and yet its garri- 
fon did not confift of more than two bat- 
talions, commanded by the brave Beauregard* 
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Galbaud, lieutcnant-cdonel of artillery, was 
well acquainted with the place, where he 
had commanded, but Lafayette had with- 
drawn him. Dumouriez inftantly appointed 
him a major-general, on purpofe to confer 
authority upon and infpire him with emu- 
lation, and he difpatched him in the courfe 
of that very day (the 28th) with two bat* 
talions, one of which > confifted of troops of 
the line. 

Galbaud in vain preffed forward his troops, 
for Verdun was already completely invefted* 
He could march no further than Dun, 
where he was in danger of being taken pri- 
faner; thence he retired with his two bat- 
talions to St. Menehould, acrofs the-foreft of 
Argonne. This circumftance perhaps preci- 
pitated the fate of Verdun, but it is one of 
the caufes of the fafety of Champagne and 
of France* He found there the two bat- 
talions of the garrifon of Longwy, Which 
had alfo retired thither. 
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CHAP, VI. 



T^gagement at Stenay. Capture of Verdun. 
Camp of Grandprey^ 



Affairs at this moment were ncarljr 
defperate^ The army was deftitute of ge- 
nerals and fuperior officers, and divided int6 
fadions. More than one half of the foldiers 
lamented the lofs of a leader whom the/ 
had adored, and confidered his fucceflbr as 
the -author of his ruin, and his perfonal 
^nemy; the remainder was entirely unac- 
quainted with the new general, who, never 
having had a feparate command, did not 
poflefs any reputation, and was reprefentcd 
to them as a man converfant in civil a^irs 
alone* On the other hand, he himfcjfdid 
not know any one of the regiments, or officers 
oi this army ; he had neither general nor 
ftafF officers to affifl: him ; he had never been 
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before in the cduntry which he was how 
about to defend; he every where perceived 
terrour or difinclination prevalent ; he could 
not, after the fate of Longwy, depend on 
the refiftance of any of the fortrefles ; he 
knew that Sedan, if attacked, was inca- 
pable of making a defence, and that Me^ 
zieres was not in a better ftate; he had 
no more than about twenty-three thoufand 
diforganifed troops, to oppofe to upwards of 
eighty thoufand well difciplined men, con- 
duced by a powerful monarch and cele- 
brated generals, and he could not mufter 
above four or five thoufand cavalry, againft 
a body of horfe .four times as numerous, 
and poffeffing a great reputation. 

He was obliged too, to quit his prefent 
pofition, in a hilly country, to march firft 
to defend the extenfive plains of Cham- 
pagne, and afterwards, all the open country 
between the Marne and the Seine* It muft 
be recolleded alfo, that he had, not any 
confidence in the fupport of marfhal Luck- 
ner, a man worn out with age, and his per- 
Ibnal enemy, who had thrown himfelf with 
nearly twenty-five thoufand men into the 
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damp of Richemont, in order to cover Met:&, 
which had been negletSted to be .put in a 
ftate of defence ; befides this, he could not 
rely on fpeedy fuccour, on account of the 
diftance of the northern army ; he did riot 
expe£t from Paris and its neighbourhood any 
other than new raifed battalions, dcftitute 
of officers and difcipline, badly armed, and 
ignorant even of the manner of firing a 
mu£ket ; and as tp his cavalry, that entirely 
confided of national gendarmes, that is to lay, 
of the markhauffie^ who were incapable of 
forming and taanoeuvring in fquadrons, or of 
light horfe of the new levy, which could 
not be oppofcd to the Pruflian and Auf- 
trian cavalry. 

Although deeply impreffed by this melan- 
choly pidlure, Dumouriez oppofed to it the 
firmnefs of his own charafter, and the ap- 
pearance of the greateft confidence, and even 
of the greateft gaiety. He affembled on the 
evening of the 28th a great council of war, 
compofed of lieutenant-general Dillon, and 
his four major-generals, Vouillers, Chazot, 
Dangeft, and Dietmann, Petit his principal 
commiiTary, a -man of real merit, and his 
Vol. IIL G own 
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own ftafF, which confifted of three officers. 
He prefented a map of Champagne, and then 
told them : " that the khig of JPruffia having 
taken Longwy, and fat dowa before Verdun, 
while another body of the army advanced 
beyond Thionville, and nieiiaced Metz, there 
were no means left, either to form a junc- 
tion with marflial Luckner, or to receive 
fuccours frdm any other quarter, in time to 
march againft the Pruffians and deliver Ver- 
dun ; that he had difpatched general Galbaud 
thither with two battalions ; that whether 
he did or did not fucceed in throwing him- 
felf into a place, with the weaknefs of which 
every body was acquainted, it ought to be 
regarded as loft, for it could only hold 
out a few days, more or lefs, according to 
the fuccefs of Galbaud's miffion ; that what- 
ever might occur, he could not receive any 
reinforcements for more than a fortnight, and 
that even then, thefe reinforcements would 
be very fcanty. 

** Accordingly there was nothing to be de- 
pended upoh but the little army which they had 
along with them, and which was entrufted with 
the falvation of their native country j it did not, 
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in truth, amount to ofte quarter of the ene- 
my* s forces, but, on the other hand, the ca-* 
valry was compofed of the beft regiments of 
France, and confifted of upwards of five 
thoulknd men ; more than one half of the 
infantry, which exceeded eighteen thoufand, 
was formed of regiments of the line, the 
remainder of battalions of national guards, 
well^difciplined, rendered warlike by a year's 
encampment, perpetuaL marches, and con- 
tinual Ikirmiflies with the enemy : the artil- 
lery was numerous and excellent, there being 
more than fixty piece? in the park befides the 
battalion guns. 

** That with thefe means, and the advan- 
tage of ading in their own country, every 
thing was to be expedled, becaufe the Pruf- 
fians would of courfe be retarded by the 
neceffity of undertaking fieges, the difficulty 
of finding provifion, the delays incident to 
their convoys^ their own numbers, and abov^ 
all, by the formidable quantity of their ar- 
tillery. Their numerous cavalry, the brilliant 
equipages of fo many princes, the quantity 
of draught horfes neceffary to transport their 
G z cannon 
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cannon and provifion, would render their 
march tedious and embarraffing. That it was 
impoflible to remain inactive in the pofitioii 
before Sedan, and that it was neceflary on 
the inftant to take fome decided part/' 

Dumouriez- aflembled this council of war 
for no other purpofe than to make himfelf 
acquainted with the talents and charafters of 
his generals ; for, during the whole time he 
commanded an army, he has ever afted in 
confequence of his own fuggeftions, and never 
held any council but that at Sedan : he even 
thinks, that the communication of plans to 
fubalterns is befitting #weak and hefitating 
generals alone, who are anxious to find an 
excufe for their conduft. 

Lieutenant-general Dillon began by ftating 
it was his opinion, " that we ought to leave 
the Marne between us and the enemy, and 
reach Chalons before they had gotten thither. 
He proved by a reference to the map, that 
the Pruflians were nearer Verdun than we 
were to Sedan. He obferved, with abund- 
ance of reafon, that in cafe they anticipated 
us, they would then be between Paris and 
the army, and that the fafety of the capital 
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was of more confequence than the preferva- 
tion of a country which we were unable to 
defend." 

He concluded by propofing, "to leave ge- 
neral Chazot with a few battalions in the 
entrenched camp before Sedan, and to make 
a rapid march with the remainder of the 
army, behind the foreft of Argonne, by 
way of St. Menehould, in order to reach 
Chalons, and even Rheims, if Chalons (hould 
be previoufly occupied ^ to poft ourfelves be- 
hind the Marne, to defend the paflage of 
that river, and to wait for the reinforcements 
which would pour in from all parts, and * 
enable us once more to advance.", 

This opinion was fupported by fuch for- 
cible reafons, that it was adopted by the 
whole council. The general then rofe, faid 
that he would reflefl upon it, ordered Dil- 
lon to go, and withdraw the vanguard, the 
command of which he conferred upon him, 
and to bring it back to the left of the Marne, 
where he was either to encamp with it, or ' 
put it into cantonments around Mouzon; . 
he at the fame time intimated to him, that 
he fhould foon receive further orders, 
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The council Having broken up, the general 
retained none of the mepdbers^ with him ex- 
cept Thouvenot, who was' then only an ad-f 
jutant-general and lieutenant-colonel. Dur- 
ing the whole of the conference, he had at-* 
tentively ftudied the phyfiognomies, charac- 
ters, and opinions, of all prefent, and he 
thought that he difcov^red in this officer a 
tranfcendant genius, and a certain fitnilarity 
of character and opinion with his own, aU 
though he had not explained himfelf, and 
had neither fupported nor oppofed the ruling 
ppinion. 

He was not deceived ; Thouvenot from that 
nioment became his friend, and his confi- 
dent ; he is indebted to him for part of his 
fucccfs, and what is very Angular, they aU 
ways hit upon the fame plans, and the fame 
means for carrying them into execution; 
Thouvenot has attained much knowledge, 
more efpecially relative to the details of re^ 
connoitering, encamping, and marching ; he 
alfo pofleffes great courage, infinite refources 
in the time of aftion, an indefatigable degree 
of exertion, and extenfive views. Lafayette 
had employed and placed ^he utmoft reliance 
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in him, without taking any caie, however, 
about his advancement ; he had not even fore- 
warned him of his flight. 

The moment they were alone the general 
faid to him : " that he did not approve of 
retiring to Chalons, as this would be aban- 
doning Lorraine, the Bifliopricks, and the Ar- 
dennes, which they could, not re-conquer ; 
that befides this, it would be a frefli induce- 
ment for the Pruffians to purfue them, 
and in fuch cafes, a retreat would foon de- 
generate into a flight ; that on retiring be- 
hind the Marne, it would be abfolutely 
neceflary to burn Chalons, and facrifice 
Rheims and Soiflbns ; that all communication 
betweeij oUr army and that of the north, 
on one fide, and with the troops under 
Luokner on the other, would be then en- 
tirely at an end ; that the Pruffians would 
find abundance of provifion, after having 
traverfed Champagne-pouilleufe, in the. rich 
countries around Rheims and Epernay ; that 
our pofition at Chylous would enable them, 
either to march to Paris by the road lead- 
ing through Rheims and Epernay, or by 
Vitry and Troyes, unlefs they rather chofe' 
G 4 to 
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to employ the two rerriaining months of the 
campaign in conquering. Lorraine and the 
Ardennes ; that even if the}^ were inclined 
to crofs the Marne at Chalons, it would be 
impoffible to defend that rivqr, .which might 
be paffed either above or below the town ; 
that Chalons itfelf would afford a certain paf- 
fage, even (hbuld the inhabitants permit them 
to burn the place; that the enemy would 
* then proceed (kirnqiilhing all the way to Paris, 
there not being a fingle good pofition be- 
.tween Chalons and the capital ; and that the 
army would be deftroyed, even before their 
arrival there, by the numerous cavalry, ap- 
pertaining to the'Pruflians." 

Then pointing to the foreft of Argonne 
upon the map : " Behold," continued he^ 
*' the Thermopylae of France ; if I have but 
the good fortune to arrive there before the 
Pruffians, all will be faved." Never was ah 
eleftric (hock communicated with more ra- 
pidity than the imprei&on produced by this 
opinion to the mind of Thouvenot : replete 
with confidence from that movement, to- . 
wards each other, they fwore a lading friend-r 
fliip, and no longer thought of any thing 
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but the detail of this new plan. The ge- 
neral had not flept fince the 24th ; he went 
to bed that nighty and his mind having 
become tranquil in confequence of his refo- 
lution, he enjoyed a repofc during fome 
hours, which had become very neceflary 
to hind. 

The foreft of Argonne is a belt of wood, 
which extends from within about a league of 
Sedan, and runs eaft and weft, as far as Paf- 
favant, a httle more than a league beyond St. 
Menehould ; other trads of wood, inter- 
mingled with* plains, running in the direc- 
tion of Revigny»aux-vaches, ftretch towards 
Bar-le-duc ; but the foreft of Argonne, pro- 
perly fo called, does not extend further than 
Paffavant, which makes its length thirteen 
leagues ; its breadth is very unequal, being 
in fome parts three or four leagues, while in 
others it does not exceed a league, and even 
fometimes half a league. 
. It feparates the Biftiopricks, a very rich 
and fertile country, from Champagne-pouil- 
leufe, the moft frightful defert in all France, 
the foil of which is a cold and vifcous clay, 
and where there is neither water, wood, 
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nor pafturagc, but only a few mifcrable vil- 
lages fcattercd over a ftcril plain, a few parts 
of which alone rife almoft infenfibly above the 
reft. The borders of the foreft at the two 
extremities prefent a country rich in paftur- 
age, and well flocked with inhabitants. 

It is interfered with mountains^ rivers, 
rivulets, lake5, and marflies, which render 
it impenetrable to the march of an army, 
except in five openings, which prefent aa 
equal number of roads, leading from Cham- 
pagne to the Biftiopricks. 

The firft of thefe is Le Chene-populeux ; it 
is entirely uninclofed, and has a road through 
it, leading from Sedan to Rh6tel. The fe- 
cond is La Croix-^aux-bms^ two leagues fur- 
ther to the weft, ^where there is i waggoa 
road through the foreft from Briquenai to 
Vouziers. The third is Grandprey^ of 
which a defcription will be found hereafter; 
at a league and a half from Croix- aux-bois^ 
by the way*" of Grandprey, the great road 
fromStenayto Rheims pafles. The fourth, at 
^ two leagues and a half from Grandprey ^^ 
croffes from Varennes to St. Menehould, and 
is termed ha Cbalade^ The fifth, fituated a 
• • ' little 
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little more than a league weft, forms the 
great road from Verdun to Paris through 
St. Menehould ; it is called les I/lettes. 

Such is the foreft that was to be occupied, 
and the five paffes that were to be guarded, 
and difputed with the enemy* It was necef- 
fary for this purpofe, to difpatch general Dil* 
Ion with the advanced guard to St. Mene^ 
hould, in Order, that by means of a camp 
placed at Iflettes^ and. a pofition affumed by 
him at Chalade, he might be enabled to 
Ihut up the two great roads of Clermont 
^nd Varennes, while he himfelf took poft 
fit Grandprey, on purpofe to command the 
road leading to Rheims, and that of Croix- 
aux-bois ; a fufficient number of troops did 
not remain to block the pafla^e of Chenc-* 
populeux. 

He however hoped that Verdun, into which 
he believed Galbaud had thrown himfelf, 
would at leaft hold out during a week. On the 
porning of the 29th he difpatched a courier 
to lieutenant-general Lanoue, commanding 
bim^inftantly to detach four battalions and 
three fquadrons to Avefnes. The fame 
courier was to proceed to general Duval at 
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Pont-fur-Sambre; he carried hifia an order 
to ftrike his camp inftautly, to repair to 
Avefnes, where he would meet the detach- 
ment from the camp of Maubeqge, and to 
beat Chene-populeux, by means of forced 
marches, on the 7th. This divifion formed 
nearly fix thoufand good troops, Duval exe- 
cuted this urgent order with a . precipitation 
fo much the more marvellous, as the fea- 
fon was rainy, and the roads nearly imprac- 
ticable. 

The Pruffians to the number of 40 or 
50^000 men were befieging Verdun. From 
Verdun to Iflettes there is only about 
fix leagues diftance, either through Cler- 
mont, or Varennes. Dillon was at Mou^on. 
^From Mouzon to Iflettes by Varennes, was 
nearly about ten leagues, paffing along iix 
front of Stenay, and confequently in the 
face of general Clerfait's army. To reach 
that place, by taking a circuit in the rear 
of the forefl, would have doubled the dif- 
tance. General Clerfait, with twenty thou- 
fand men, was at Stenay. From Stenay to 
Grandprey, is fix leagues. General Dumou- 
riez was at Sedan, and from Sedan to Grand- 
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prey, by Yon and Buzancy, the difbince is 
twelve leagues ; in paffing behind the foreft 
it is more than twenty. 

There were two roads leading to the defiles 
of Argonne. The one, further about, but 
iafcr in appearance, was to follow the great 
highway from Rhetel by Cheqe-populeux, 
and thence to file off towards the left by 
Vouziers and St. Menehould; the other, 
which was fhorter, to traverfe the plain be- 
tween the foreft and the Meufe. 

If the general followed the firft, he would 
difcover hi^ project. General Cler/ait on this 
would have marched towards- Grandprcy ; 
detachments of Pruffians would have made for 
Iflettes J he would have been anticipated in 
his plan of occupying the paffes, cut off 
perhaps from all communication with Cha- 
lons, and forced to retire by Rhetel to Rheims. 
It was neceflary, therefore, to take the road 
leading acrofs the plain, but he had ftill an 
option. If fetting off from Sedan and Mou- 
zon, he marched through Tannay, Armoifes^ 
and Stone, fkirting the foreft at the fapie 
time, he would here again render his pro^ 
}eft evident, and general Clerfait could then, 
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cither wait for him at Grandprey, and an^ 
ticipate him at Vou2Siers, or attack him in 
his march 9 and at leaft take from him his 
artillery and baggage. 

He adopted a third mode, more audacious 
than any of the other two, in which he 
fucceeded. He had calculated from the be- 
ginning, that fince general Clerfait had not 
advanced againft him, and remained on the 
borders of the Meufe with a fmall advanced 
guard, pofted en the left banks of that fiver, 
before Stenay,- he headed no more than a 
corps of obfervation, to cover the fiege; 
that therefore he did not wiffi to give battle 
on the left bank of the Meufe, but inclined, 
on the contrary, to leave that river between 
his own troops and the French army, if any 
dilpofition were made to march againft hini. 

There is a moft excellent pofition on the 
other fide of the Meufe, in the rear of 
Stenay, called the camp of Broxienne. He 
had no manner of doubt, but that the mo- 
ment he perceived him advancing againft 
him, he would occupy this camp. He di- 
vided his army into three bodies. His van- 
guard received orders to march againft Stenay, 
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which they w«re to malk. He himfelf con- 
duifteci the main body, compofed of twelve 
thoufand men in order of battle, but without 
baggage, to fupport its vanguard ; and general 
Chazot with five thoufand cfcorted the bag- 
gage and artillery, through Tannay and 
Armoifes. 

Before he proceeds in the narration of 
events, it will be neceflary to point out the 
remainder of the meafures adopted by him 
during the three days employed in making 
the neceflary preparations. He tranfmitted 
orders to Beurnonville to bring with him 
twelve battalions and three fquadrons from 
the camp of Maulde, alfo the French 
light infantry, and thofe of ^Belgium and 
Liege, forming ^ight or nine thoufand 
men ; and he exprefsly enjoined him to be at 
Rhetel on the 13th of September. He alked 
the minifter at war for the rank of lieute- 
nant-general forDangefl:, Dietmann, and Lig- 
neville, who, refitting the pernicious example 
held out to them, had remained faithfully at 
their pofty; he beftowed the fame raiik on 
Chazot, a very brave and exa£t old officer. 
He alfo appointed three new major-generals, 
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and Miaczinlki, who had juft arrived from 
Paris, made the fourth. He had now four 
lieutenant ahd eight major-generals, and he 
alfo augmented his own flafF. 
- He difpatched couriers and officers by fe- 
veral different roads to Metz, on, purpofe to 
brhig him intelligence.* He gave orders to 
fend ammunition from Fere and Douai, for 
he had no more than what would ferve dur- 
ing a fharp aftion of four hours, and he 
could not ftrip either Mezieres, or Sedan, 
which might be foon befieged, of this 
article. 

He pointed oiit firft Chalons, and after- 
wards St. Menehould, as the place of rendez- 
vous for all the reinforcements of infantry 
and cavalry, which might be fent him from 
the interior. He difjpatched orders to general 
d'Harville to affume the command at Rheims, 
and to aflemble troops there. He caufed 
ovens to be conftrudled at Vouziers, Ch^lon?, 
St. Menehould, Rhetel, and Rheims ; and he 
gave direftions for conducing to thefe towns - 
all the provifion and forage hitherto fent to 
Sedan, of which, with Verdun, Lafayette had 
made ufe for the depofition of his, maga- 
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2ine»j although Sedan was upon the extreme 
frontiers. 

He (hewed himfelf to his troops daily, 
and promifed that in a fhort time they fhould 
be led agalnft the enemy. He iflued a new 
order of battle for his army, and as Dillon 
was to be detached immediately with his van- 
guard, he formed another, the command of 
which he beftowed upon Stengel, colonel of 
the regiment of Berchiny, for whom he de- 
manded the brevet of major-general. He 
then fpent two days with Thouvenot, Vouil- 
lers^ who was at the head of the ftafF, Petit, 
commiflary-general, and the fuperintendants 
of provifion and forage, in arranging the bufi- 
nefs of the different departments, and he 
found them all aduated with much zeal and 
ability. 

On the 30th he received a letter from 
Galbaud, dated at St. Menehould ; who in- 
formed him, that he had not been able to 
enter Verdun, that he had been in fome dan- 
ger of being taken at Dun, and that he had 
retreated towards St. Menehould, where he 
found two battalions of volunteers of the 
garrifon of Longwy without arms. 
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He cokitMndad him inftantlj- td take poft 
at Iflettes, with his four battalions, his fooit 
four potraders, the troopfers belonging t<f the 
imirichduffit in the neighbourhood^ and all the 
♦olBfnteers of the country, to form abatis^ 
and lhro\v up entrenchments and batteries^ 
and not to abaddon this pofl^ whatever 
might occtir^ |)r0imifing at the fame time 
to fend hkn a fpeedy fuccovir; 

This intelligence afforded hitft the utmoft 
pleafure^ He difco'Vefed xk\/t poft at Iflettes 
to be of much more importance than Verdun^ 
and yet two days after, he was in dangef c^ 
lofing it. A detachment of emigrants and 
Pruffians having entered Var^nnes^ thd 
troops who guarded the peft of Iflettes became 
panic ftruck, and carried Galbaud with 
them in their route as far as St. Menehpuld } 
if but only fifty Pruffian huflars had advanced 
along the great road, St^ Menehould alfa 
would have been abandoned, and the troops 
would have fled to Chalons. Luckily, how- 
ever, the detachment of the enemy retreated 
frorri Vatennes, and Galbaud refumed his 
pofition. 

On the 31ft of Auguft, after arranging the 
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gar rlibft,^ Cotififting pf four battalioiw, which 
he left at Sedan, he made a movement with 
his army an4 artillery, that he might be ready 
to march the next day. He ordered general 
Dillon to fend general Miaczinlki with 
fifteen hundred men to att^cJ^ Stcaaay> re«- 
commending it to him to fupport them, and 
to take poft oppofite that place on the left 
bank, «nd alfb in the wood of Neuvilk^ 
General Miaczinlki executed this order with, 
the greatpft vigQurj a' fharp adfcipn enfued, 
4Qd a very w^rnj engagement between 
the cavalry; the iipperialifts at length fell 
back, and Clerfait, as had been forefeen^ 
withdrew his pofls, and occupied the ex- 
cellent camp of Brouenne. Dillon, not 
only negle£led to fupport Miaczinlki, but; 
he made him retire tq Mouzon, where he 
remained inactive. 

On th? ift of September, the general 
ijiarched towards Mouzon ; he was aflonilhed 
to find Dillon ther?, with his camp Handings 
believing him to have been ever fince the 
preceding evening at Stenay ; he hiqifelf had 
mtende4 to have encamped at Mouzon, but 
"he now continued his march, and encamped 
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by the fide of the great road leading to 
Stenay, with hi^ head quarters at Yort. 
He poftecj fome infantry in the wood of 
Neuville, and along the borders of the 
Meufe; nobody occupied Stenay, fome of 
the inhabitants of which came to join him. 
On the 2d he himfelf encamped at Berliere, 
and Dillon at St. Pierreraont. On the 3d' 
Dillon arrived at Varennes, paffed through 
the defile of Chalade, and took poft at 
Iflettes. The army refted that day at Ber-' 
H^re, in order to allow Chazot's column 
to pafs, and on the 4th it occupied the camp 
of Grandprey. 

This camp is fituated between the Aifne 
and Aire, the left being flanked by the 
village of Grandprey, and the right by that 
of Marque. It confifts of a grand amphi- 
theatre, very much elevated above a meadow, 
terminated by tl^ river Aire, which Separates 
Grandprey from the fite of the encampment, 
thence running by the end of the village 
of Marque, and all along the front of the 
camp. This amphitheatre is Ikirted by the 
foreft towards the right, and bounded by*the 
river on the left. ' ' 
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In the rear of this camp is the village of 
Senucque, where the park of artillery was 
ftationed. The communication acrofs the 
river was kept up by means of a ilone bridge, 
and the Aifne was afterwards paffed on a 
fecond bridge, at the village of Grandcamp. 
The Aifne runs behind the camp, and is 
bordered by rifing grounds, elevated abpve the 
kvel of the camp. 

A ftrong advanced guard was pofled in 
front of the Aire, forming a half moon, and 
paffing from the right to the left by St. 
Jouvin, Verpelle, Beffieu, and Mortaume. 
St. Jouvin is a flat and circular fpot, eafy of 
defence. Colonel Stengel was pofted there; 
his retreat was feeured by means of two 
bridges oppofite Marquf. Verpelle and 
Champigneul were only points of . com- 
munication ; the retreat thence was towards 
Beffieu. Beffieu is a village protefted by 
a woody mountain, extending along the 
front of the camp. The point of retreat 
was towards the village of Chevieres, by 
means of two bridges, under the fire of the 
caftle of Grandprey, and all the batteries of 
the camp. Mortaume, which protected the 
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left, 16 fituate^ an a height that overlooks 
the plain^ and altnoft joins tbe foreft. 

In order to force this camp, it would be 
firft neceflary to attack and carry all the 
{K)fts of the advanced guard, aiid afterwards 
to cr6fs Che Aire. The enemy would thtn 
find themfelves within a bafin furrounded by 
fire, proceeding as well from the heights ^ 
Marqutf, and the caftje of Grandprey, as from 
the fronrt of the camp. The French could 
not be forced hence without -the lois of fifteefi 
or twepty thdufan^ men^ They might then 
refume a fecond formidable pofition behind 
the Aire, on the heights of Autry* This 
camp may be confidered as impregnable, 
more efpecially when defended -by a mi-* 
jnerous and cxcejle^t p^rk of F^nch w^^ 
till^ry, 
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CHAP. VII. 



K^llertnan appointed to thecommand of the army 
1^ the Mpjelle. ]Luckner at Chdhns. Con-' 
fiernation <f P^i^rk. The P ruffians b^gr/ ' 
Gr^dprey. 



Verdun furrendered pn the 2d of S^ 
tcmher, without rnaking ^ny defence. The 
finft iutclligence of this event was circulated 
.oil the morning of the 3dy but it happened 
very fortunately that no one believed it. 
On the 4th, the general thad fcarcely arrived 
in the camp of prandprey, when he received 
a confirmation of this news. Healfo learned 
the particulars of the capitulation^ and the 
>heroick defpair of Beauregard, .who, forced 
by the magiftrates and the people, and not 
•finding a fu^cient fupport in a weak apd 
flender garrifon, deftitute of e4cperience, to 
enable :him to refift terror or trcafon, had 
killed thiaii&lf, in prder th^t hp jipight npt 
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furvive that cowardice, which he could 
not prevent. When this event, and all the 
particulars that accompanied it were made 
known, far from difcoiiraging the army, it 
rather redoubled its confidence in its leader ; 
it waited patiently for the arrival of the 
Pruffians; it beheld itfelf in a ftrongcamp, 
whither it had been conduced very oppor- 
tunely; it confidered itfelf as the fole re- 
fource of France ; and it was fully penetrated 
with the importance of the poft which it was 
deftined to fuftain. 

The general immediately wrote a very 
laconick letter, to the minifter Servan : 
" Verdun is taken. I expedl the Pruffians. 
The camps of Grandprey and Iflettes, have 
become the Thermopylae, but I (hall prove, 
more fortunate than I^onidas." 

In another epiftle, he particularized all the 
advantages of his pofition, and all his wants. 
He communicated the orders tranfmitted to 
Beurnonville and Duyal, to form a/ junftion 
with him; he enclofed a copy of the in- 
ftru6lions which he had difpatched to La- 
bourdonnaye, for the defence of the northern 
department, and to Moreton andMalus, for 
6 haftening 
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haftening the preparations to enable him 
to carry on an ofFenfive war in the Low 
Countries; affuring him at the fame time, 
that he had no manner of doubt but he 
(hould ftill be able to efFed this expedition, in 
the courfe of that very year, provided he 
: were but properly (econded. 
I He informed him alfo, that he fhould 

; . remain long enough in the camp of Grand- 
prey to receive fuccours from Flanders, and 
I all the reinforcements which he might be 
I inclined to fend. He befought him to detach 
i from the army of the Rhine, which had 
nothing to fear, a body of five or fix thoufand 
men, to reinforce that of Metz, and. to order 
Luckner to put his troops in motion, to take 
the Pruffians in flank and rear, as foon as 
their plans had be^n fully developed, making 
a circuit at the fame time by Ligny and 
Bar le Due, to be at hand to cover the Bar- 
rois, Vitry, and St. Dizier, through which 
Charles V had formerly penetrated into 
• Champagne. 

He begged that Luckner might approach 
nearer to him, fo as to have it in his power 
either to form a junction of the two armies, 

or 
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or at l^A to fend him a reinforcement equi<* 
vaient to that which he himfelf was to 
•receive from the army of Alfacc. He dcr 
tailed to him all the various events likely 
'to enfue, and . more efpecially what the 
Pruffians might poffibly undertake after the 
capture of Verdun, The feafon was far 
advanced, and rainy. He fbrefaw that they 
would choofe to advance diredly to Paris, 
rather than confume the remainder of the 
campaign in fieges. He mentioned as a 
proof of this, that they had negleiled to take 
Montmedy, which they had left in their rear, 
although it could not fail greatly to interrupt 
their 'Communication with Luxembourg, ^ 
whence they muft draw their Tupplics. In 
•truth, in xionfequence of the adtivity of 
general Ligneville, the garrifon of Mont- 
mcdy was of great diflervice to tbeoa. 

He was firmly of opinion, in confequence 
-of the preference given to Verdun over 
Montflficdy, thje falfe hopes with which the 
emigrants fed the monarch of Pxuflia, and 
theentrcQties of the ltiog*s brothers who ac- 
eompanied hriii, 'that this priince ^eing no 
•ftrdng palace 'between his army and i^aris, .by 
7 tjhe 
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the road lading from ChAldns, would fekfl: 
that as the readieft^nd leaft difficult route; 
and, imagining it wtruid be extremely eafy 
to drive the French fronai the foreft of Ar^* 
gonne, he would attj^ck them there, that he 
might not leave behind a body of troops to 
harafs him, not <lp«bting, after having 
overcome this trifling difficulty, to arrive 
m feven or eight marches at Paris, without 
meeting with any other obftacle. He diC- 
patched at the fame time feme intercepted 
letters to the minifter, all of which demon* 
ftrated the certainty of the intended march 
to- Paris, and the firm- per&afion on the 
part of the emigrants of immediate fuccefs. 

He alfo communicated thefe ideas to 
maii&al Luckncr, then at Metz : he had in 
the mean time taken care to poft officers and 
other perfons, on whom he could depend, at 
different ftations, to keep up an uninterrupted 
communication by means of couriers. The 
anfw^r which he received very fpeedily from 
Metz, was written by Kellermann, who, with 
five thouland men belonging to the army of 
<he Rhine, had arrived there to fucceed the 

marfhal^ 
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marflial, the latter having been fent for to 
Paris, lefs with a view of evincing any con- 
fidence in, thar> of getting rid of him, on 
account of his inactivity. However, as the 
miniftry did not choofe to (hock the remain- 
ing prejudices of the people, who ftill re- 
tained fome confidence in the reputation of 
this old general^ he was fent to Chalons to 
fuperintend the troops that were affembling 
there^ from all quarters, and to give his 
iadvice to the two afting generals, without 
poffeffing however any authority over 
them. 

He however proved not only ufelefe at 
Chalons, but even hurtful, becaufp the crowd 
of newly levied Frenchmen, that hurried 
thither, ridiculed his orders and his pcrfon^ 
the latter of which was more than once 
cxpofed ; becaufe fpeaking French badly, and 
being deftitute of underftanding, he was 
unable to make himfelf obeyed ; but ftill 
more, becaufe by his counfel and his com^ 
mands, he prevented general Kellermann from 
cfFefting a jundion with general Dumouriez. 
At length, the executive power was firft 

conftrained 
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conftrained to appoint Laclos as his affcf^ 
for, without whofe confent he was prevented 
writing a fingle letter, and afterwards to 
recal him. 

Thefe are all the the fervices which France 
has reaped from a general, whom the duke 
de Choifeul purcha/ed in 1763, to whom 
thirty fix thoufand/wr^j had been paid in the 
courfe of thirty years, and who would have 
proved very ufeful if he had never been 
created marfhal of France, or appointed 
commander in chief. The cannibals have 
fince made this old warrior perifli beneath 
their infamous and unjuft guillotine. 

Kellermann intimated to Dumouriez, that 
an army under the princes of Hohenlohe and 
Conde was befieging Thionville; that he 
had great reliance on the talents of general 
Wimpfen, who commanded in that place, 
and alfo on the ftrength of his garrifon ; that 
he was about to augment the garrifons of 
Toul and Metz, and fhould inftantly march 
with the remainder of his army, which 
Would ftill amount to. eighteen or twenty 
thoufand men, by Lignyand Bar, on purpofe 
to approach the point oi Revigny-aux-vaches^ 

a^s 
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as had been requeftcd. According to « 
calculation of his marches, the jundion naight 
be efFeftcd on the 14th or 15th, and then 
the two armies united to the two divifions 
from the northern department, would have 
produced a mafs of nearly fixty thoufand 
men, with \yhom it would have been poflable 
to have flopped the progrefs of the enany. 

Dumouriez daily expefted the appcanmco 
and attack of the Pruflians; he did not lofe 
a (ingle moment in making preparations tci 
refift them, and he found himfelf warmly 
fcconded by the ardour of his troops. He 
had pointed out to every one the mode of 
defence moft conformable to his fituation. 
He had ordered the inhabitants to form 
a^tis *, along the ikirts of the foreft, and 
he excited them by proclamations, to take 
up arms the moment they fliould hear the 
alarm bells rung ; but he did not find theta 
heartily difpofed towards the fervice. This 
canton is full of ennobled tradefmen, who, 

* Thefe confift of trees cut down, and laid in ^ 
horizontal pofition, with their branches towards the 
enemy, the roots being inten-ed, and the branches pointed. 

being 
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bdng vaici of their brittle^ nobilify, dampeil 
tjie patriotifm of the peafantry. A part 
of this country alfo appertains to the prince 
de Conde, who has many partifans there. 

He had eftablifhed a chain of pofts.^ oa 
purpofe to keep up the communication with 
^neral Dillon through Marque, Chitel, 
^nd ^premont, to Chalade and Iflettes. He 
had ordered this general to difpatch to Paf- 
favant a body of light infantry, and feveral 
fqaadions of cbafTeurs and huflfars, to confume 
the forage on the borders of the Aire, tc^ 
protedt the Barrois^ and prevent the enemy 
from making, incurfions^ and harailing hi& 
leftfiank. 

He had pofted a colonel of dragoons, with 



♦ Thfs is an allufion to the firft tradefman who re- 
ceived letters patent of nobility. As he happened to be 
zglafs maker^ the courtiers of that day, mortified at be- 
holding a man invefted with a title, to which he had no 
other claim tl;ian a laudable and fuccefsful induflry, 
affefted to be very witty on the/ragitity of the commodity 
manufadlured by him ; and the expreffion here made ufe of 
Was kept up as z Jlanding jffi againft ennobled tradcfmen 
and theii^ defcendants,«r?r<7;r/^ 

two 
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two battalioiis and two fquadrons, at Croik^. 
aux-bois. He tranfmitted particular inftruc- 
tions to this officer, concerning the manner 
of fortifying his poft by means of felled trees, 
and entrenchments, his right being ftrength- 
cned by the rivulet of Longouve, and his left 
by that of Noirval. He had recommended 
to him above all things to break up the road 
from Briquenay and Bout-au-bois, as, far as 
the foot of his entrenchments. It will be 
feen by the event how important this was, 
and general Dumouriez will not diflcmble 
that he himfelf was to blame iu this matter. 
Accurate military memoirs ought to prefent 
aleflbnto generals, by the narration of faults, 
as well as by that of the bcft concerted opera- 
tions. 

He had too few troops to fpare any in order 
to line the opening of Chene-populeux, which 
was to be guarded by the divifion under 
general Duval. He had however detached' 
thither one hundred infantry, and fome 
dragoons belonging to the garrifon of Sedan, 
on purpofe to exhibit an appearance of defence, 
until the arrival of the divifion alluded to 
from Pont-fur-fambre. He was very uneafy 

about 
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fcbout this poft, between the 4th dnd the 7th# 
But the punftual appearance of general Duval 
on that day, rcleafed him from his fears, 
and at this epoch his whole fyftcm of defence 
was completed, and he was enabled to refift at 
every point. 

He had made draughts from the garrifons 
of Givet, Phillippeville, Marienbourg, and 
Rocroy, on purpofe to reinforce the garrifon 
of -Sedan; thefe, amounted in all to about 
two thoufand men, two hundred of which 
confifted of cavalry, and he difpatched general 
Miaczinlki with orders to make frequent 
excurfions with large detachments, as well 
to keep up the communication with Mont-* 
medy, as to affift Ligneville in intercepting 
the convoys from Longwy and Luxembourg. 
He had fent colonel Nolzer along with him, 
in order to affift him ; he was an officer of 
very great merit, and well able to defend 
the place in cafe it fhould be befieged. Miac- 
zinlki was admirably calculated for this 
fpecies of warfare, and he accordingly ren- 
dered the greateft fervices. He was at the 
fame time charged with the raifing a legion. 

The diftance is only five leagues between 
Vol. III. I the 
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the carrtp of Grandprey and St# McnehcuW, 
and ten from St. Menehould to Cbilons^ 
along a very fine road. If the Pruffian* 
fhould attack the camp of Grandprey^ or 
endeavour to force the paffage at Iflettes^ 
the general hoped to be able to repulfe them ; 
if they inclined to proceed along the foreft, 
by the left, and penetrate through, the 
Barrois, direfting their march towards Vitry^ 
he was furc of anticipating them at the 
opening of Revigny, and of being joined 
there by Kellermann, fp that .they could 
then cover the Barrois, and the Marne. If, 
on the 6ther hand, they endeavoured to 
penetrate by Chene-populeux ; after having 
difputed that paffage with them, he was fure 
to arreft their* progrefs on the borders of the 
Aifne, and to be reinforced by Beurnonville^s 
divifion, and the army under Kellermann, ^ 
after which he could prevent them from 
eroding .the river, and reduce them t>D.fuch 
a ftate as to die of hunger in the quagmires 
of Tierrac'he, whence they would never be 
able to extricate their baggage and artillery. 
Thus, from that moment he was well aware 
that this formidable army had made a bad 

beginning. 
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beginning, And that the more numerous it 
might bcj the more likely it Was to finifli th^ 
campaign badly. 

The enemy loft much time after the capture 
of Verdun,, and it Was not until the 8th, it was 
difcovered" lengthening its front, and parading 
nloag the extenfi ve plain reaching frongi Brique- 
Oay and Buzancy, as far as Clermont/ Its head 
quarters were at Raucourt. The French army 
difcorered much joy at the appearance of the 
foe, and this augured very favourably. On the 
next day the Prnflians commenced a ferics of 
attacks along the whole front of the out ports, 
but they w^cre every where re^ulfed. On 
the loth, general Miranda, a Peruvian whoni 
Petion' had introduced into our fervice with 
the rank of major general, and who had 
arrived on the evening of the preceding day^ 
withftood a very brilk affault made on the 
village of Mortaume, General Stengel was 
alfo attacked at the fame time in the village 
of St. Jouviut but the enemy was every 
where driven back, and none of our pofts 
were forced. In the cburfe of thefe attacks, 
or whenever the movements of the enemy 
intimated fuch a defign, the general caufed 
I i twelve 
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twfelve pounders and battalions to be brought 
down from the camp. Thefe could be dif- 
patched any where at pleafure, without 
being perceived by the Pruffians, as the 
operation was concealed by the mountain 
of Beffieu; they accordingly always per- 
ceived themfelves oppofed by a front of 
five or fix thoufand men, and they them-' 
felves could not difplay a marc cxtenfive one. 
Notwithfl:anding this, they perceived the 
French camp on the height to be conftantly 
in the fame ftate, and, did not know * how 
to give credit to the report of their fj^ies, 
who afl[irmed that the troops there did not 
exceed twenty thoufand men. 

While pofted in this camp, the foldiers, 
and even the generals themfelves, were at- 
tacked by a diarrhoea,/ which they attributed 
to the bad quality of the waters, and the 
abundance of cold rains, as well as to the 
neceflity of frequent night watches. Luckily, 
however, this malady, which was flight, 
did not produce any evil confequences ; but 
it left the feeds of the dyfentery at Grand- 
prey, which afterwards proved very fatal to 
the Pruflians. 

During 
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During the firil few days it encampQd 
there, the army was often in want of ne- 
'ceffaries, bccaufe regular provifion had not 
been made for fupplying the troops : but 
they fupported this deprivation with the 
utmoft gaiety, and flight ikirmifhes occur- 
ring frequently, they neither became liftlefs, 
nor diflieartened. 

It was not the fame with the general, and 
other officers. Every thing appeared tedious 
and. fatiguing to them, and they were dying 
of hunger, for even at the general's table, 
'which was open to every one that had re- 
courfe to it, white bread was fcarcely to be 
procured; befides, they had only bad mut-* 
ton and garden-ftufF to eat, they drank, 
wretched beer, and were fupplied, and that 
too but feldom, with very forry wine, a^ 
though in Champagne. 

Five general officers called upon him one 
morning, and demanded a private interview ; 
he perceived by their embarrafled air, that 
they had fomething extraordinary to com- 
municatCp The perfon who was' appointed 
to addrefs him,- obferved, that they could 
not but applaud the talents he had difplayed 

I 3 in 
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in imparting to the army the good difpofitioa 
that now prevailed in it, and in removing it 
from the pofition before Sedan, where it 
might have been cafily cut off, beaten, of 
had its communicatioi) with Paris intercepted, 
and placing it in a camp, that appeared to be. 
iuexpugnable ; but this camp was unhealthy, 
difeafeand difguft were beginning to feizeupoa 
' the troops, no fuccours arrived, we had with- 
in fight of us one hundred thoufand men 
who were mailers of the plain, and they 
might leave us to cool our heels hei?e, march 
through Bar-k-duc, and reac^i Vitry^ and 
even Chitons; that it was of the utmoft 
importance to anticipate them, and to choofo 
a good camp behind the Marne, vt^here the 
army could ftrengtben itfelf by means of all 
the reinforcements that might arrive, and 
procure, provifion, and every thing eK^ in 
abundance^ 

The general permitted the orator to 
finifti: his fpeech, which w^s a long one,- 
after which, without enterkig into any ex- 
planation, he addreffed them as follows: 
^* Fellow foldiers, this has. every appearance 
; ■ ' - , of • 
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of a councii of war, and one ought not to 
be affepibled without my orders ; when I 
alk any one of you for his opinion in private, 
it is his duty to tell me whatever he believes 
may prove ferviceable* * I alone am refpon- 
'fible, and I know what I am about ; retire 
each of you therefore to his poft, and' think 
of nothing elfe than how to fccond my en- 
deavours." 

They were iilent, and from that moment 
they never made any further trial of the ge- 
nerars firmnefs. They criticifed however, as 
ufual,and each tranfmitted his private refleftions 
to his friends in Paris, and alfo his own plan 
of the campaign, exaggerating, as if it had' 
been a matter of fatisfadlion, our fufferirigs^ 
our dangers, and the force and aftivity of 
the enemy. This did not tend to diminifli 
the confternation that prevailed in Paris and 
the National Affembly, and in a (hort time, 
the general received by every courier, felici- 
tations, advice, and even orders from Luck- . 
ner and the minifters, to retreat behind the 
Marne, This perfecution was carried ftill 
further at the camp of St. Menehould. His 
rcfiftance was even confidered as a criminal ob- 

I 4 . ftinacy, 
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ftinacy, and he might have faid at that time, 
to the French, as Phocioa did to the Athe- 
nians: *' You arQ very lucky in poflefling a 
leader who knows you ; wer? it not for that 
you would be ruined.'* 

On the loth he made fome little change in 
his pofitipn. Hearing daily from Beurnon- 
vijle, he knew that he would arrive punSually 
on the 14th at Rhetel. AH the different di-* 
vifions of the enemy's army had formed a 
junftiqn. General Clerf^iit ha^ prefcnted 
bimfelf at the opening of .Croix- aux-bois ; 
the king of Pruffia menaced Grandprey ; and 
the priqce of Hohenlphe was before Iflettes, 
pccupying Varennes apd Clermojat at the 
famp tirnep Xhte attack therefore was con-f 
fined to this frgnt^ aiid cpuld not extend to 
Che le-Populeux, 

Th/5 general however would not entirely 
flrip that poft of its defence, but wifliing to 
make a proper ufe of the troops in the camp 
of Pont-fur-Sambre, who were inured to 
warfare, and more particularly of general 
Duval, in whom he had good reafon to place 
great confidence, he caufed them to he re- 
lieved by general Dubouquet with foqr bat- 
talions 
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talions and two fquadrons of dragoons, and 
ordered Duval to march to the camp of* 
Grandprcy, where he took poll on the 
heights of Marque, which the commander in 
chief had hitherto occupied by means of de- 
tachments only, as he had not a fufficient 
number of troops to include it within the 
encampment. By means of this reinforce- 
ment, he had now gotten together a body of 
nearly twenty thoufand men for the defence 
of the excellent pofition of Grandprey. 

His greateft vexation proceeded at this pe- 
riod from the manceuvres of Kellermann, who 
harafled his troops by marches and counter- 
marches, proceeded as far as Bar^ then made 
a retrograde movement towards Ligny, difap- 
proved, like every body elfe, of general Du- 
mouriez's plan of the campaign, afferted that 
the Pruffians intended to fall on Loraine, 
while their king was before Grandprey, and 
intimated to him, that if he wilhed to form 
a junction, he muft come half way, and that 
when united together, they would march and 
give battle to the king of Pruffia. 

Dumouriez, who, on the other hand, 
wiflied to temporize, and ruin the Pruflians 

without 
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without fighting them, was very cautious of 
hazarding an engagement. He denounced to 
the minifter.. at war the diiinclination, or at 
leaft, the indecifion of his colleague, and he 
ftrenuoufly infifted, that he fhould iffue an 
abfolute order for Kellermann to join him^ 
and no longer couiiterad his plan of the 
campaign. 
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Ti^ Enemy Jorces the pafs of Croix- aux-bois^ 
Reirecajram the Camp qf Grandprey. 



Effective orders were accordingly tranf* 
mitted by the minifter Servaa to Kellermann^ 
who was at length obliged to obey* It was 
at this time that general Cuftine, with a 
view of making a divcrfion, was detached from 
the army of Alface by Biron, and advanced 
to Spire, Worms, and Mentz. He might 
have fei^ed upon Coblentz, and if he had 
e&^d this^ the retreat of the Pruffians 
would have been very hazardous, unlefs they 
hgd: begUQ it immediately, which they could 
iteyer have been prevailed upon to do, lb 
gr^at were their expedations, and fo favour^ 
able the appearances. 

Pujaaouriez wrote repeated letters conjuring 
general Bkoatoconimand Cuftine to niarch ta 

Coblentz 
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Coblentz and Treves, on purpofc to attack 
the enemy in flank and rear, by making him— 
fcif matter of the Mofelle, which would alfo 
have relieved Thionville, and protefted the 
country of Meffin, whence Kellermann was 
neceflarily about to be abfent for fome time. 

Biron iflucd the neceflary orders, but Cuf^ 
tine, inflated with his too eafy and brilliant 
fuccefles, (hook ofi^ the yoke of his general, 
deprived him of nearly all his forces, in order 
to form an army of twenty-two thoufand 
ipen, negleficd the capture of Cobleqtz,:and- 
crofled the Rhine, with a dcfign of feizing' 
on Francfort, which interrupted the general 
plan of the campaign, violated the neutrality 
of the Anpire, and produced well-merited' 
difgraces. ^'^ 

The National Afljbmbly and the minifters 
calculated no better than Cuftine ; they- 
Mened to nothing but the glory refulting 
from conqucfts ; their avarice was feducied - 
by the lure of contributions > they coiifidfcred ^ 
the fage reprefentations of general DdtaJou-l 
riez as proceeding from jealoufy, the pro- - 
pSt of creating a military diftatorfliip, and 
obliging all opinions to fubmit to his own i. 

Cuftine 
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Cuftihc was acCbrtJihgly extolled to the Ikle^, 
and allowed to adt at difcretion. But that 
unfortunate general has fince paid dearly for 
this momentary gleam of favour, in confc- 
quence of theinjuftice and ingratitude of his 
countrymen. \ 

On the fid6 of Flanders the French ex- 
perienced but indifferent fuccefs, and were 
cxpofed to frequent alarms, all of which Were 
attributed to the plans of Dumourie'z ; but 
as he did not participate in the popular dif- 
quietude, he only prevailed upon the mini- 
fter to difpatch to that army general Labour- 
donnaye, who had been fent to Chalons to 
command a body of troops for the purpofe of 
covering Paris; he, at the fame time, caufed 
the title of commander in chief to be confer- 
red on him, in order to inveft him with 
more power and confequence. 

This projeft of forming an army at Cha- 
lons is a frefli proof of the diftruft which 
had 'been infpired by terrour. It was no 
more doubted at Paris than in the Pruffian 
capnp, that general Dumouriez would be 
beaten, and taken prifoncr ; that the king of 
Pruffia would crpfs the Marne ; and that no- 
thing 
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thing could prevent his march to th* tapital# 
They had conceived the foolifli idea of fuf- 
rounding and defending Paris, inftead of dif- 
patching reinforcements to the armies, thca 
in prefence of the enemy ; they ftripped the 
northern department of artillery and ammu« 
nition, v^ith a view of colleding in the ca- 
pital the mod formidable means of <Je- 
fence ; and they formed an entrenched camp 
near it, in which they were to aflemble ^ 
central army they were then g.etting toge- 
ther at Soifons and Chalons. 

Luckily, however, the motions of the dxikc 
of Saxe Tefchen difconcerted this projeft, 
which would have ruined every thing, and 
the letters and the fuccefles of Dumourie^ 
and Cuftine once more infpired them with 
fontie fmall portion of courage. It was thus 
that the greateft obftacles and danger origi- 
nated with the French themfelves, and that 
the general was more embarraffed by the^ 
contradiftions of his countrymen, than by 
the eighty thoufand Germans with whom he 
had to contend. 

By this time, the 1 3th of September had 

arrived, and the rainy fcafon had rendered 
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the roads extremely bad.. The Pruflians#. 
after having confumed the provifiorv which 
they found in Longwy and Verdun, at length 
ate up this country alfo> which had been be- 
fore exhaufted by the French army, and 
were obliged to draw their fupplies from 
Luxembourg, and the ele<ftorate of Treves* 
The garrifons of Sedaq, Montmedy, Thioa- 
- ville, and even Metz, at the fame time com« 
menced a terrible war againft them, by cut- 
ting off their convoys. 

Beurnonville was expeded to arrive on the 
ir4th,at RhStel, within ten leagues of Grand- 
prey. Kellermann, on the i8th. at the far- 
theft, was to reach Bar, after which nothing 
could prevent his jundlion. All the attacks 
of the enemy only ferved to augment the 
courage of the army, whofe pofitioii feemed 
to be inexpugnable; The fate of the cam- 
paign appeared to be decided, and the king 
of Pruffia was opt the point of being forced 
to retreat, as he was no longer in a condi- 
tion to undertake fieges with an army at 
once fatigued, with toils, and dying with 
hunger, and in which too the dyfentery began 
to make ravages, when a fault on the part 
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of general Dumouriez reduced France to 
within a hair's breadth of ruin, and changed 
the favourable fituation in which he then 
found himfclf, into a very critical, and very 
dangerous one. 

He had pofted at Croix-aU3i-bois a colonel 
of horfe, with his regiment, two battalions, 
and four field pieces. This force had ap- 
peared to him to be fufHcient to defend ib 
difficult a paffage, more efpecially as the 
colonel had intimated that he had pundually 
executed his orders, that his entrenchments 
and aiafis were impregnable, that he had 
prolonged them as far as the end of the 
wood, and had rendered the road impradicable 
by means of pits and trenches. This colonel 
alio informed him, that in addition to the 
two he commanded, there was an excellent 
battalion of volunteers, belonging to the de- 
partment of the Ardennes, at Vouziers, 
which had formed part of the garrifon of 
Longwy ; that on their being armed, they 
would prove fufficicnt for the defence of this 
paflage, where cavalry was ufelefs, and that 
therefore he bcfought his> permiffion to re* 

turn 
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turn to camp .with his two battalions and 
two fquadrons. 

The general, without any further examina- 
tion, and withc^n unpardonable degree of 
levity, gave credit to the report of this of- 
ficer, who had ferved during the American 
war, was of a mature age, and did not ap- 
pear likely to deceive him. The colonel's 
letter was dated on the nth, and on that 
very day the general fent him orders to leave 
one hundred men in the entrenchments, and 
return to the camp with the reft of his 
troops ; he^ at the fame time iffued the moft 
pofitive injun<9:ions to the commanding officer 
of the artillery, inftantly to fend fix hundred 
mufkets to the battalion of Ardennes, ac- 
companied by one hundred cartridges for 
each, and he ordered the commanding officer 
of this battalion to march and defend the en- 
trenchments of Croix-aux-bois with his own 
troops, and fixty horfemen belonging to the 
gendarmerie nationale^ who were in quarters 
at Vouziers. 

Although Croix-aux-bois was very near 
Grandprey, the general had never found 
time to vifit that important poft; he had 

VoL^III. K ^ relied 
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relied entirely on the fidelity of the maps^ 
and in this he was greatly to blatpe. He had 
not even fent Thouyenot, who would have 
fupplied his place in the^aoft fatisfaftory 
manner ; he had not eftabli(hed any batteries 
of eight or twelve pounders, although he 
had plenty of cannon, but had confided ia 
the talents and experience of a fubaltern, 
with whom he was not fufficiently acquarnted ; 
and^ in fhort, he had not waited, as he ought 
to have done, until the battalion had beea' 
armed, and relieved the poft, but had ordered 
him to rt;turn to the camp, leaving in fuch 
important and extenfive entrenchments np 
more than one hundred mcnf commanded by 
a captain. 

This pofl was accordingly abandoned on 
the morning of the 12th. To increafe the 
evil,' the officer who commanded the park 
of artillery negleded to exccut-e his order, 
although it was couched in very pofitive 
terms, and the , mufkets and ammunition 
were not fent to the battalion of the Ar- 
dennes, which waited in the m(?an time for 
them at Vouziprs. General Clerfait was in- 
flantly informed pf this circumftance by the 

- , Ipies 
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fpies belonging to the country, aiid accord- 
ingly on the 1 3th,, at break of day, he fent 
prince Charles de Ligne to attack the abatis. 
This ' was very badly conftru6:ed, for it 
merely cotififted of trees felled and throwa 
acrofs the road, without any connexion, the 
branches being neither half interred, nor cut 
fo as to prefent their (harp points to the 
enemy. 

The Imperialifts quickly removed them, 
and cleared the paflage. As to the roads, 
they were fo imperfeiStly broken up, that the 
enemy eafily marched forward with their ca*- 
valry and artillery ; the hundred men polled 
there, after a flight refiftance, fled acrofs the 
woods, and arrived at the camp, where the 
general happened to be at that moment ; it 
was then about noon, and there was not a 
fingle moment to be loft. 

He therefore immediately gaye command 
of two brigades and fix fquadrons to general 
Cbazot, with four eight pounders, befides 
the field pieces ; he ordered him to march 
with the utrtiofl: expedition, and to com- 
mence an attack inftantly, with fixed bayo- 
nets, that the enemy might not have time 
K 2 to 
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to entrench themfelves. He fcnt along' with 
him a waggon full of muikets for the bat^ 
talion of the Ardennes, and two loaded with 
tools, on purpofc to complete the entrench- 
ments, and form regular" batteries. ' He could 
not proceed thither himfelf, or even leave 
his camp, as he expeded a general attack, 
which actually took place that day and the 
14th, when the enemy was repulfed with 
the ufual fuccefs. 

The whole of the 14th was ipent, with* 
out general Chazot*s niaking an attack ; 
the commander in chief fent atdes'^de^amp 
to him every hour, with the moft pofitive 
orders to attempt every thing, and he rein*- 
forced him with two battalions. This delay 
occaiioned the utmoft uneafinefs, but he him- , 
felf could not repair to the port without run- 
ning the riik of having his own camp 
taken during his abfcnce. At length, on 
the morn ng of the 1 5th, he heard a vio- 
lent firing in that quarter, and about eleven 
o'clock he received v a note from Chazot, in- 
forming him, that after a long and very 
bloody conflidl, in which the prince of Ligne 
was killed, he had retaken the entrench- 
8' ments. 



( ^33 ) 

ments. The general's joy was very great 
^pon this occaiion. 

But Chazot forgot to ifTue orders for the ad* 
vance of the waggon containing the working 
tools, and the troops, who were fatigued in con- 
fequence of the engagement, and lulled into that 
fecurity incident to viftory , had not even given 
thettifelves the trouble to block up the paf- 
fage. In confequence of this omifHon, a 
ftronger column of the enemy commenced a 
frefli attack two hours after, and found means 
to gain the heights above them ; they made 
but* a feeble reiiftance, and loft fome cannon, 
dfter which Chazot retreated to Voliziers, 
without even communicating the event to 
the general, from whom he found himfelf 
feparated by the enemy. 

It was five o'clock in the evening when 
the commander in chief received intelligence 
of this affair from fome of the fugitives. 
. During the engagement at Crbix-aux-bois, 
the body of emigrants prefented themfelves 
before the opening of Chene-populeux. Ge- 
neral Dubouquet had I'epulfed them with 
great vigour, but learning that the paflage of 
Croix-aux-bois was forced, he took advan- 
K 3 tage 
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tagc of the night to retreat by Attigny, and 
Sommc-puis, towards Chalons. Thus tho 
princes entered without any difficulty through 
Chene-poputeux, with an intention to pafs 
on to Vouziers. 

Never was any arniy reduced to a more 
defperate pofition, and never did any general 
extricate himfelf with greater promptitude, 
vigour, and good fortune. The number of the 
troops was reduced to fifteen thoufand men 
by the fcparation ef the detachments under 
Chazot and Dubouquet. He did not know 
where they had retreated, but he fuppbfed, 
that their communication being cut off, they 
muft have retreated toward Rh^tel. He had 
before . him a body of at leaft forty thoufand 
. Pruffians, and behind him was general Cler-? 
fait with twenty thoufend men. 

The pofition of that general at Croix-aux- 
bois commanded his camp, and he might, 
by inclining towards the left, d?fcend to 
Olizy, Termes, and Beauregard, and cut off 
the paflage of the Aire and the Aifne at Se- 
nucjque. Being, in cafe of that event, en- 
clofed between the rivers and the foreft, de(' 
titute of provifion, provided with but a 

fmaU 
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ftnall quantity of ammunition, and com- 
manded by rifing grounds on the left, he 
muft have either laid down his arms, or held 
out until his laft man was killed, without 
any advantage or utility. His communica- 
tion was now intercepted with Beurnonville, 
ivho was at Rhetel with nine thoufand pien 
deftitute of Iflioes, haraffed by fatigue, and 
Vinprovided with ammunition, after having 
ufelefsly made fo many, forced marches in 
. order to join him. 

Kellermann, on hearing that the defiles 
were forced, would affuredly either retreat 
towards Metz, or crofs the Marne. It would 
be neceflary to decamp in prefence of the 
enemy, who with a little vigilance might 
purfue the French with their fwords in their 
pofteriors. Thus, in the execution of this 
indifpenfable movement, he would not only 
loie the advantage of the heights, but in 
qroffing the Aire and the Aifne, he would 
find himfelf expofed to the fire of the enemy, 
who would naturally occupy the high 
ground that be had abandoned, and he might 
poffibly encounter on the other fide ofthefe 
fivers the body of troops under Clerfeit, or 
K A poffibly 
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poffibly a detachment from them, and in 
that cafe, being obliged to carry his whole 
army acrofs a fingle bridge, the village of 
Senucque would have been to him the Cau- 
dine forks. 

But notwithflanding the greatnefs of the 
danger, he neither loft that prcfence of mind^ 
nor appearance of tranquillity ani fecurity fo 
neceffary in a general, to infpire confidence^ 
and enable thofe under him to execute thofe 
commands iffued with coolnefs, without be- 
traying any confufion on their part. He dis- 
patched 4iis orders and inftruftions to all the 
detached troops, by means of aides-de-camp^ 
and officers on whom he could depend. He 
commanded Beurnonville to fet off inftantly 
from Rhetel, to follow the courfe of the 
Aifne .as far as Attigny, and then to march 
towards St. Menehould, with a view to ef-f 
fe£l a jundion, informing him at the fame 
time, that he himfelf was about to proceed 
towards that town,^ where Kellermann would 
arrive in a very ihort time. He alfo in- 
ftrudted Kellcrniann to haften his march by 
Bar and Revigny, in order to join him in the 
neighbourhood of St. Menehould. 

He 
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He fcnt hotice to general Dillon to defend 
the paiTes of Iflettes and Chalade with morfe 
vigour than ever, and to pufli* forward his 
light troops beyond Paffavant, with intent to 
harafs the enemy's left flank, and to receive 
timely intimation of Kellermann's arrival, 
which he announced to be at hand. He in- 
timated tb him at the fame time, that he 
himfelf was abput to fall back to St, Mene- 
hould, and that therefore he could only oc^ 
cupy his attention with the enemy in front, 
without attending tb his rear and left wing. 

He inftrufted lieutenant-general Sparre, 
who comcpanded at Chalons, to aflemble as 
many of the newly formed battalions and ca- 
valry as he poffibly could, and to encamp with 
them at Notre^dame de TEpine, a fmall 
height at a league's diftance in front of that 
town. He enjoined lieutenant-general D'Har- 
Ville to coUeft as many ti-oops as poffible 
at Rheims,' Epernai, and Soifons, and after 
forming them into fmall corps^ to advance to 
Pont-Favergues on the Suippe: thefe two 
bodies would increafe by little and little, 
and amount to ten or twelve thoufand 
Oien each. He had been joined but two 

days 
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days before by a very fine corps^ confifting of 
eight hundred grenadiers, lent him by the 
city of Rheims, but the men were as yet 
unacquainted with the ufe of arms ; think<<- 
ing therefore, that they would only tend to 
embarrafs him, he fent them off to Rhetel, 
along with twQ companies of the volunteers 
of Stenay, and of Mouzoa; thence they 
were difpatched to reinforce ^he garrifba of 
Sedan, where they were difciplined, and ferv- 
cd with applaufe. 

On the heights of Olizy, Termes, and 
Beauregard, he pofted fix battalions and an 
equal number of fquadrons, with a few can^ 
non, fb as to face Crpix-aux-bois, on pur? 
pofe to arreft the progrefs of the enemy, 
and prevent th^m from def(:ending towards 
Senucque, an4 he difpatched three hundred 
chafieurs to fcour the for^fl: as far as Ix>n- 
gueve. He alio caufed his park of artillery 
to file ofif immediately acrofs the two bridges, 
with intent to gain the heights of Autry, on 
the other fide of the Aifne. 

Having at length, about feven oVlock ^t 
night, received intelligence from general 
^hazoti he learned with great pleafpre^ t^at 

he 
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he had retreated to Vouziers, and that the 
enemy had not purfued or even endeavoured 
to crofs the river after him. On this he 
ordered him to retreat at midnight with his 
divifion, and to follow the courfe of the 
Aifne as far a5 Vaux, on purpo(e to rejoia 
the army, which on the i6th was to occupy 
the heights of Autry. He at the/ame time 
tranfmitted inftru6tions, which he enjoined 
him to endeavour to forward to general Du- 
bouquet, whom he defired to retreat either 
towards Sedan or Rhetel, if he could not 
join general Chazpt, and he took the pre* 
caution to command Chazot not to wait^for 
Pubququet, whatever might occur, but to 
execute with pun<3:uality his orders for form- 
ing a jun(9:ion at Vaux, . 

He now perceivqd that the enemy was 
content with getting pofleffion of the pafTage 
of Croix-aux-bois, expedling perhaps for a 
fecond attack on the next day^ and had not 
pufhed on, notwithftanding its fuccefs, either 
pn-the left or front. He was ftill majflerof 
the whole courfe of the river Aifge, and if 
be but fucceeded in removing his army from 
(he place where^ he was now encapip^d, his 

rear 
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rear guard might indeed be more or left af- 
failedi but he would ftill be able to ftop the 
enemy fufficiently long on the borders of 
the Aifne, to difpute the paflage with them, 
and aflume a formidable pofition, in order 
to tSkO: a junction. 

The weather proved at this time mtolerably 
bad, and this circumflance eontributed to 
.favehim. He was extremely careful not to 
make any apparent preparations for his depar- 
ture, or to intimate fuch an event by any 
movement, or appearance whatever, more 
cfpecially in his advanced guard-, while day* 
light iafted. The prince de Hohenlohe, in 
the midft of all thefe embarraiTments, de^ 
manded an interview ; this he fuppofed to 
be intended, with a view of difcovering wha( 
was pafling in his camp. As he could not 
go himfelf, he inftruded general Du* 
val to meet him, becaufe a refuial would 
have led to fufpicion. The Pruflian general 
repaired to the place appointed ; a great deal 
of reciprocal politenefs enfued, and the prince 
did not [conceal his furpriw from general 
Duval, at feeing fo much order in the pofts, 
and fo/many well-bred officers, decorated 

with 



( '41 ) , , 

n^Ith ribands and croiTes, : for the eniigrants 
had aifured the PrulIianSy that the army was 
entirely conamanded by jewellers, tayiors^ 
ihoemakers, &c. 

Duval, an officer rendered venerable by his 
grey hairs and his majeftic figure, completely 
undeceived him, by telling him, that the 
^eater part of the general officers had ferved 
during one or two wars, and that general 
Dumouriez was a major-general previous 
to the revolution* The prince de Hohenlohc 
was not able to difcover any thing that in- 
dicated a retreat ; Duval, on the contrary, in- 
timated to him, that general Beurnonville 
was to enter the camp, the very next day, 
with eighteen thoufand men, and that Kelr 
lermann, at the head erf twenty thoufand 
more, was only two marches diftan*. 

As foon as it was night, the advanced 
guard fell back in three columns without 
making any noife, or having either aug- 
mented or diminiflied the number of its 
fires ; the right palled through Marque, 
the centre by Chevicres, and the left by 
Grandprey. It broke down all the bridges 
as foon as it had eroded. Duval jind Stengel 

were 
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were the commaading officers. It halted to 
give time to the army to begin its march ^ 
as it was to ferve as the rear guard. 

At midnight the general departed from the 
caftle of Grandprey, and afceuded to his camp, 
which he found flill (landing. The roads 
between Grandprey and the camp were (q 
bad, and the night fo dark, that the orderly 
men were miffing. He therefore caufed 
verbal orders to be carried along from man 
to man ; the army then flruck its tents, but 
did not begin to march until three hours 
afterwards. This delay, which might have 
proved fatal, was productive of fome advan* 
tage, for the army remained ignorant of the 
caufe of its retreat, no alarm took place, it 
was conducted with more order, and the 
enemy was not informed of it. 

Having reached the heights of Autry, he 
gave orders for drawing up his men in battle 
array. The j-ear guard pafTed the bridges of 
Senucque and Qrandchamp at eight o'clock 
in the morning, and aICo ranged itfelf in 
order of battle on the high grounds. The 
army was now fafe ; a few tents only, be- 
longing to the battalions which had been de- 
tached 
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tached with Chazot^ whofe camp \vas left 
ftanding, were loft. 

The general, who did not fee himfelf fol- 
lowed by the enemy, and who, from that 
moment, coniidered his retreat as fecured, 
ordered the park of artillery to continue its 
parph, and repaired with his ftaffto Dam- 
martin, on the Hans, to .mark out the 
place where they were to encamp at the 
end of the firft march, at four leagues dis- 
tance from Grandprey. While employed in 
tracing this camp, he took notice of the ar- 
rival of fome fugitives, who cried out that 
all was loft, that the army was in confufion, 
and that the enemy was in purfuit. He could 
not comprehend the meaning of this fudden 
change* He knew that he had not beea 
purfued, but that he had, on the contrary, 
been allowed to pafs the defiles, without any 
moleftation. He had left his troops in ati 
excellent difpofition, and he could not ima- 
gine that the enemy had paffed the Aifne, 
to turn his right flank ; he perceived, not-? 
withftanding, that a great diforder had ac* 
tually taken place, and did not know to what 

to attribute it. 
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He however thought proper to change his 
horfe, and to return at full fpeed aloiig with 
Thouvenot, on purpofe to rally his troops. 
They remarked with pleafure, that all the 
fugitives belonged to the nxain bpdy of the 
araiy, and they did not difcovcr any ap- 
pertaining either to the corps under Duval or 
the vanguard. In fine, on their arrival near 
Autry, they met general Miranda, who with 
great coolnefs had arretted the flight of the 
infantry, and checked the enemy, now in 
full r*treat, as the advanced guard, which 
had not participated in the terrour, was 
marching in good order to charge them; 

He at the iame time rfcceived a mefl&ge 
from Duval and Stengel, which gave him 
entire fatisfafliion. He ordered them to halt 
on the borders of the morafs of Cernay, 
with the rear guard, until the whole army 
had crofled theTourbc; they were then to 
iadvance along the banks of that river, to 
take poft between the main body and the 
enemy, and to pafs the night there. He af- 
terwards returned to Dammartin, and kept 
the troops all night under arms. 

Having 
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. Having been now twenty hours on hdrfc* 
back, he alighted, and fat down to table at 
fix o*cl6tk at tiight, but a new alarm took 
place in hiS'Catnp. A great clamour wa$ 
beard on all fide^, and every body began to 
cry out and betake themfelves to flight ; the 
artillery I was inftantly harncfled, and ent 
deavoured to gain a height on the other fidfe ■ 
of the I'ivukt of Bionne^ which wis ih tht 
rear of his camp. All the- troops too were 
mkiglod together in the confufion, ^nd thu 
dtfordcr; augmented. He then cafily per* 
ceivdd that this commotion was not occafioned 
by the enemy, because his rear guard fe* 
mained undifturbed at a league diflance, and 
having mounted his horfe, accompajiied by 
his ftafF officers, his aides-de-camp^ and his 
efcort of dragoons, and come up with the 
fugitives^ he rallied them by means of blows 
with the fabre. But as they were all in* 
termingled together, he ordered great fires 
to be lighted up, and commanded them to pafs 
the night in the pofition in which they then 
were. This fecond alarm certainly to6k 
place in* confequence of the arts of evil diC- 
pofed perfoQS, but as it wa$ not attended 
Vol. III. L with 
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with any confcquences, he was not in a fitua- 
tion to make the neceffary inquiries. 

As to the firft, it occurred thus : the' army 
after having paffed the defiles and the bridges, 
without being difturbed, had formed itielf 
in order of battle on the heights of Autry, 
to proteft the retreat of the rear guards 
The latter was haraffed by about fifteen 
hundred Pruffian hufl'ars, who were pro- 
vided with three or four -pieces of horie 
artillery. Having paflfed the defiles it drew? 
tip in battalia on the heights, and' the arnay 
inarched in column towards Cernay. Gene- 
ral Chazot, who, inflead of leaving Vouziers 
at midnight, as he was ordered, had not 
begun his march until break of day, filed 
off at this time by Vaux. His divifion, on 
feeing the Prufiian huffars, precipitated them- 
felves acrofs the column of the army ; the 
enemy perceiving the diforder, inftantly 
charged ; on this the whole body difperfed, 
betook themfelves to flight, and ten thoufand 
men were purfued by fifteen hundred horfe* 
However, Duval, who had kept the rear- 
guard in good order, obliged the Pruffians, 
who were not fupported, to fall back, carry- 
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ing off at the fame time a couple of cannon, 
and fome baggage. General Miranda rallied 
the army. 

But no troops flee either quicker or further 
than the French. More than two thoufand 
.men belonging to different corps precipitated 
themfelves with incredible celerity, to the 
diftance of thirty or forty leagues, through 
Rhetel, Rheims, Chalons, and Vitry. The^ 
publiflied every where, that the army> 
was betrayed and annihilated, and that Du* 
mouriez and all the generals had gone over 
to the enemy. The latter in particular was 
the favourite cry of the runaways; they 
afferted to the general himfelf that he had 
deferted, and that too at the very moment 
when he was belabouring them with the 
fiat fide of his fabre. JIad it not been for 
the good conduct of Duval, Stengel, and 
Miranda, this retreat, fo well contrived, and 
fo happily executed, would have degenerated, 
into an irremediable flight, and fifteen hun- 
dred Pruffian huflars Avould have annihilated 
the whole of the French army. 

At break of day on the 17th, the general 

had no little trouble in freeing the camp 
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from the confu.fion that prevailed in it; he 
then croifed the Bionne, and marching iti 
three columns, entered his camp at St* 
Menehould. The enemy puflied forward 
with caution, and its advanced guard did 
not appear, in fight of the French camp 
tjntil the. 1 8th. Twenty-eight fugitives 
tvhom general Dillon bad caufed to be ar« 
refled, were brought to the general; he 
caufed their eye-»brows and hair to be (haved^ 
ftripped them of their uniforms, and dif- 
miffed them as eowards. This example 
produced a good efFedt* 
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CHAP. IX, 



Camp of St. Menehould. JunEiion ofBeurnon^ 
ville and Keilermann. ASion at Falmy. 



TkE army was now favcd, and at the 
end of twenty-four hours had rcfumed all its 
former energy; but Dumouriez was per- 
fuaded that the late momentary difordir, 
exaggerated by the timid and ill intentioned 
men, who were very numerous, would 
produce a terrible efFedl in Paris. He there- 
fore deemed it befl tp tranfmit an account 
rf this event to the national aflcmbly. He 
accordingly wrote ' as follows to the prc- 
fidenU 

** I have been obliged to abandon the 
catjip of Grandprey; the retreat was com« 
pleted, when a panick terrour feized on the 
army. Ten thoufand troops fled before 
iSftecn hundred " Pruffians. The lofs does 
not amount to more than fifty men, and 
L 3 fom 
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feme baggage. Order is again -reftorcd, and 
I am ready to anfwer for the event.*' Having 
juft quitted a poft in the adminiftration, 
where he had difplayed too energetic a 
charafter not to infpire confidence, in con- 
fequence of taking upon himfelf all the 
refponfibility, his letter produced the beft 
cffeft. • 

This adventure, however, demonftrated to 
him the fmall degree of confidence which he 
ought to repofe in his army, although it 
was renowned for its excellence in refpeft 
to evolutions, and it alfo confirmed him in 
his plan of procraftination and circurofpe^lioni. 
He was refolved to felcdl his camps with 
prudence, and to work upon the minds of 
his troops in fuch a manner that to con- 
fidence in him, they might at length add 
confidence in themfelves. He did not fearch 
after the authors of the late confufion, nor 
did he indulge himfelf in fevere or frequent 
reproaches. He afTumed with his Ibldiers 
the tone of a father who pardons the error 
of his children, and by that means he found 
means to gain their attachment. 

The excellence of the camp of St. Mene- 

hould^ 
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hauld, and the reinforcements that arrived 
fbon after, at length infpired this army with 
the courage and conftancy neceflary to refift 
fo powerful an enemy, joined to hunger and 
the inclemency of the feafon. The months 
of September and Odlober, which were truly 
horrible^ completed the deftrudkion of the 
Pruffians. The French alfo fufFered. con- 
{idcrably, but their camp was far better, they 
had plenty of wood and water, and were never 
without bacon, frefli meat,' rice, and brandy. 

In front of the camp of St. Menehould 
are certain heights coniifting of a barren clay, 
which occupy the intermediate fpace formed 
by the rivulets of Tourbe, Bionne, and 
Auve. Of the two moft confiderable of 
thefe, the one is called TYron, in the rear 
of which are the villages of Courtemont and 
Dammartin fur Hans, the other la Lune, 
whence the camp of the kkig of Pruffia has 
fince taken its name, and behind which is 
Hans, J where his head quarters were. Be- 
tween ♦ thefe heights and the camp is a very 
narrow valley, where there are however a few> 
riling grounds. 

L 4 The 
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The fite of the camp kfelf commandU 
both thefe elevations, and the vallej; it 
confifts of a height of about three quarters 
of a league in extent , forming an .S, the 
right flank terminating at the river Aifne^ 
a little above NeuviUe>au-pont, and the left 
at the great road leading to Chilon^. In a 
bottom before the centre of the camp are the 
little village and caftle of Braux-St. Cohere, 
where thofe ponds and moraiies begin which 
feparate the left of the camp from the hill 
on which is (ituated the mill of Valmy. la 
front of the left of the great road is the 
height of Gizaucourt, in the rear are fome 
of the branches of the river Auve and mo- 
raffes, behind which is a pofition well cal« 
colated for a fmall camp, with a village called^ 
Dampierre in front, and that of Elife in the 
rear. 

Behind the centre of thq camp is the 
village of Chaude-fontaine. The bead qnar-^ 
ters were e{^abli(hed at St. Menehould, a 
league in the rear, fronting the centre of 
the grand army which, faced Champagne, 
and the corps under Dillon^ whicii w^s ap<^ 

pofite 
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poCte Verdun, being entrcn^ttd ia the wood 
with intent to defend the defiles of Iflettes 
and Chalade. ^ 

The .general ftationed on the right bank 
of the Aifne a battalion of troops of the line, 
in the caftle of St* Thomas, fituated upon a 
fteep emine<iGe that terminated his right 
flank. He poftcd three other battalions and 
fome cavah'y at Vienne-le-chatcau, More- 
moptt and Neuville. His right at the fame 
time Gpmmunicated with the troops that 
defended the pafe of la Chalade, which had 
been reinforced* 

He eftabliflied batteries along the whole 
front of his camp, which comrpanded th« 
valley, and enfiladed it on every fide* He 
eftablilKed pofts as far as the Auve, on 
purpoie to communicate with Chalons. He 
Rationed his vanguard along the Tourbe to 
retard the eiiemy's march, with orders to 
retire flowly, to cut down the bridges as 
it retreated, to take poft, afterwards behind 
the Bionne, and to repeat the iwa^tnanauvre 
before it cftabliflwd itfelf at Braux*St. Co- 
, hkx^^ Merzicourt, and Berz^eux, at fom« 
diftance in front of the camp; orders were 

alfo 
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alio given to lay wafte the country in prd-i 
portion as it fell back, and if not much 
preffed, to forage in ^11 the villages on the 
left from Perte as far as Croix-en-Cham-^ 
pagne. As the left of his camp terminated 
at the great road, he deftined the camp of 
Dampierre, fituated to the left of that road, 
for the army of Kellermann. 

His late rout having been greatly exag* 
gerated, and intelligence of it carried to 
Kellermann, he inftahtly retreated towards 
Vitry, a circumftance that once more re- 
tarded his junftion for the fpace of two days, 
and greatly fatigued his army. However, 
on the arrival of repeated couriers, he re- 
fumed his march, and immediately communi* 
cated the event. ^ . 

Beurnonville had learned the news from 
the fugitives who had reached RhStel, but 
having at the fame time received the oi'ders 
of the general, which Were communicated 
t(J him by a confidential aide-de-camp^ he 
deemed it his duty to efFeft a jundion. 
However, as the confufion had taken phce 
after the departure of the aide-de-camp^ he 
advanced with great circumfpedion, direfiing 

' his 
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his march rather towards the Auve, th^ti 
St. Menehould, on purpofe to reach Chalons, 
whither he fuppofed the rennauis of the 
army might have retired. Dumouriez, who 
anticipated his perplexity, neglefled not to 
difpatch different officers, but they did not 
happea to fall in with him. 

On the 1 7th, Bcurnonville, who marched 
with great precaution, arrived near the 
Auve, and having advanced to the heights 
of Gizaucourt to reconnoitre, he perceived 
an army marching in order of battle, and 
with great regularity, towards St. Mene- 
hould. As he was full of .the idea of the 
general's defeat, he could never imagine that 
this was his army, but on the contrary, 
being perfuaded that it was the king of 
Pruffia's, he made hafte to retreat to Chalons. 
On his arrival there, he met with the officers 
who had been fent in queft of him by the 
general, who foon convinced him that he had 
been deceived. 

His divilioa was greatly fatigued, aud he 
was obliged to allow it to reft on the i8th, 
on purpoie to make a diftribution of flioes. 
Thefe brave men from the camp of Maulde, 

being 
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being rendered unhappy by this delay, he 
at length yielded to their and his own im- 
patience, and fct out on the night between 
the 1 8th and 19th. This body of men, 
who exhibited fuch a proof of an extreme 
zeal and attachment, accordingly joined its 
old commander on the 19th, at the very 
moment when the Pruffians began to extend 
themfelves upon the heights, on the other 
fide of the Bionne* Had he remained but 
a day later, perhaps Beurnonville*s com- 
munication with the main body would have^ 
been cut off, and h? himfelf would have 
been obliged to have retired once more to 
ChAlons, which would have greatly weaken- 
ed the army, m confequence of the lofs of 
^tcn thoufand excellent troops. 

General Dubouquet, who had retreated 
Without once flopping from Chene-popu- 
leux to Chllons, arrived there alfo on 
the 17th, and having communicated thia 
event to the commander in chief, demanded 
his orders. The latter defired him to place 
himfelf under lieutenant general Sparre, ia 
the camp of Notre-dame de TEpine, where 
he was to affemble fomc new battalions^ 
8 and 
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tnd ibme cavalry,, and wait for further in- 
ftrudions. It was very agreeable intelli<* 
geiu:e for him to learn that Dubouquet had 
iaved bis divifion, as he could ^ thus ailiil 
general Sparre in forming a body of troops, 
which might become very ufcful in the end^ 
and which at that time was very opportunely 
ftationed at Chilons, where the intelligence 
of his difafter had been produdive of much 
melancholy, and the greateft diforder. 

There happeoed to be then at that place 
eight or ten battalions of volunteers or fede- 
rates, who on the arrival of the fugitives, m- 
flead of arreting them, had pillaged the maga«- 
zines^ and returned by the road leading to 
Paris, committing the greateft exceifes, and 
proclaiming every where that Dumouriez was 
a traitor who had betrayed the army. They 
had cut ofF'the heads of forae officers, who 
endeavoured to make them liflen to reafon. 
They . tore the epaulets and crofles of St. 
Louis from the regimentals of the officers 
belonging to the troops of the line, and 
they affaffiaated the lieutenant colonel of 
the regiment of Vexin, who endeavoured to 
reiift fuch an infult* 

. ^ Thefe 
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- Thcfe battalions had been fbrnned under*- 
the appellation of federates ^ and this name 
fecmed to imprint on them the xharafter 
of crime and barbarity. They were coai-> 
pofed of detached companies belonging to 
different towns, and even to different de- 
partments. They were unacquainted with 
each other, neither obeyed their leaders nor 
their generals, and feemed never to have 
any idea of what union was, but when they 
were committing atrocities. At Rheims, 
Soiflbns, and Chalons, they evinced the fame 
inclinations, and refigned themfelves up to, 
fimilar diforders. The army held them in. 
detcftation, and they, on the other hand, 
threatened to mafTacre all the traitors ; . that is 
to fay, all the generals. They had infpired the 
national gendarmerie with the fame fpirit, 
and the latter, inflead of flopping their ex- 
cefles, ftrove only how to rival them. Such 
were the reinforcements intended to afiifl 
the general in repelling the Pruffians. , 

The Pruflian army having entered Grand- 
prey on the 1 6th, filed off on the 17th by 
Vouziers and Autry, as faras Cernay. Ge- 
neral Stengel had fulfilled his inflruAions 

with 
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lyjth the ujtmoft punftuajity ; he had ra- 
vaged the country all alpog his left flaqk t(j 
a great. diftance, and bad retired on the i8th 
ii)to jhe villages it) front of the camp, after, 
^jfguting for fotne time the paffage qf the 
Tourbe. On the 19th, the Pruffians ar^ 
rived in good prder, and extended themfelves 
5ilpug the piountains of la Lune; our ad- 
vanced guard ocQupied the mountain of 
TYron. 

On. the 'fame day the general received 
intelligence that KcUei-mann was at laft ar- 
rived within two leagues of the rear of his left 
flaiik ; he had. left genefalLabazouilli^re with 
a body. of about five thou fand men. to cover 
Bar and Ugnyi and had brought fifteea 
thoufand asn along with him, one third 
of whith confiftcd of excellent .ca.valry, being 
almoft wholly compoied of troops of the 
line. 

The general inftantly mftrufted him ta 
proceed, and occupy, in the courfe of the 
next morning, the camp between Dampierrc 
and Ehfe behind the Auve, which he pointed 
out with great precifion ; and as the extenfion 
of the Pruffian line made him prefume that 

^ the 
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th€ enemy would perhaps try the fate cf ail 
allien, be fent notice, that as footi as he 
had pitched his camp, (hould the Prufiian« 
endeavour to enlarge their front, he tliight 
choofe his field of battle on the heights of 
Valmy and Gizaucourt. 

Dumouriez committed another fault on 
this occafion, which luckily did not produce 
any bad coniequences. It was impodible for 
Kellermann to be acquainted with the grounds 
He ought to have fent him fome officers 
belonging to the ftaff, on purpo(e to point 
out his camp in fuch a manner, that he 
fho\}ld not confound it with his field of battle ; 
but he had: no more than three or four ad« 
jutants general capable of fulfilliag this 
mifiion, and be himfelf was thfen bufied la 
Rationing Beurnonville*s divition. Befides^ 
Kellermann was not under his orders ; he 
was a colleague, and a very pun£lilious one; 
too, who would have been greatly offended, 
perhaps, if he had traced out his camp for 
him« 

However this might be, he confounded, 
his inflru£lionsin /fuch a mannei^ tt^t mi£r* 
taking his field of battle for his camp, he> 

conducted 
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conduced his army thither, embarraffed 
himfdF with ,his waggons^ and began to 
cre^a his tents. The Pruflians perceiving the 
confufion on theheights of Valmy, drove to 
extend their left^ and marched in feveral co- 
lumns,^ at the fame tiihe cannonading the 
troops that were crowded on the hills of Val- 
tny. Kellcrmann on this, having placed on 
the fcite of the mill nearly the whole of his 
artillery, arretted the march of the enemy, 
and a terrible ,cannonade inflantly. enfue^ be«« 
tvr^eo thein, 

Dumouriez perceiving the midake of- his 
colleague, wh6had too many troops on this 
level fpot, and could not extend his -lii^ie 
along the high ground of Gizaucourt, be-* 
caufe he was already out* flanked oh his 
left, inftantly made the fpUowing difpo- 
(icion, thanks to the irnmobility of the 
enemy. He difpatched general Chazot with 
nine battalions and eight fquadrons, along 
the great road leading to ChSlons, on purpofe 
to get behind the heights of Gizaucourt, 
where he was to adt under the orders of 
Kellermann. He commanded general Stengel 
to move on to the extremity of I'Yron, on 
Vol. IIL M purpofe 
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purpofc to Hank the pofitioti of \talmy by 
means of his right, as Chassot did with his 
left. He fent Bcurnonvillc with fixteen bat- 
talions drawn up in form of a column, after 
Stengel, with a view to extend al6ng rYron 
if the enemy endeavoured to out-flank, or to 
attack Stengel, and he caufed Beurnonville*s 
right flank to be fupported by lieutenant- 
general Levencur, with twelve battalions and 
eight fquadron$, who was to direft hid 
march from Berzieux towards Virgihy, in 
order that he might turn the left of the 
enemy* 

It unfortunately happened that Kellermann 
begged at this moment to fee him ; had it not 

. been for this, he himfelf would have fuper- 
intended the movements of his; right flank, 
and the fuccefs of this day's aftion would 
perhaps have proved complete. 

He repaired with the utmofl: fpeed to ge- 
neral Kellermanh, and found that a very brifk 

y cannonade had taken place, which was not 
likely however to produce any thing. Gene* 
ral Valence with the corps of grenadiers was ^ 
pcffted in order of battle, in an intermediate . 
pofition between the mill of Valmy and ge- 
neral 
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ilcral Cfaazot, who was flationed along the. 
great roa^ leading to Chalons* They had 
Begleded to make hirxi occupy the heights of 
Gizaucourt, whence he might have attacked 
the F^ruiiian columns in flank, and the king 
of Pruffia, who had taken advantage of his 
omijfncHi, had fent troops, and eAabli(hed a 
battery there, which flanked the pc^tion at 
Valmy, 

The day was fpent in this manner, and the 
general perceiving that it would end in a 
fruitlefs cannonade in this quarter, returned 
to his own army. It was the poft occupied 
by Stengel, who flanked the enemy, and 
epened a fharp fire on the left of their at- 
tack, that' checked the Pruffians, and pre^* 
tented then[i from attempting the pofitioa 
at Valmy. - Hpd k not been for Jiin), Kel- 
lermann would have been furrounded and 
beaten. His baggage would have choaked up 
the great ^road leading to St. Menehould, 
^hich was the only one by which hd could 
inakd good his retreat ; for in order to reach 
the camp ©f Dampierre, all his army muft 
have pafled over a iingle bridge ; he could 
not have retreated towards the left of Du«. 
M 2 mouriez's 
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thouriez*s camp^ which was covered by a 
morafsy nor towards the Column commanded 
"by Stengel, as between them was a deep and 
marfliy valley. 

The pofition was truly grand, had he ex- 
tended his left along the heights of Gi^au* 
court ; but having permitted this to be occu- 
pied by the enemy, it was far too confined. 
On the other hand, the Pruffians would have 
loft many men had they endeavoured to attack 
by main force the fite of the hill of Valmy 
in the afternoon, and as the whole ofDu- 
mouricz^s army might have afted upon their 
left, they would perhaps have been beaten. 

In his inftrudions to lieutenant-general Le- 
vencur he had unfortunately prefcribed to him 
not to venture too far, in order that he might 
be always able to refurae his pofition in the 
camp, (hould the attack become general. 
Ignorance renders the bravcft men timjd, for 
certainly Leveneur poflefles great courage^ 
Having marched ftraight forward^, he fell in 
with the column of baggage belonging to the 
Pruffians, which happened to be weakly 
guarded ; inftead of pufhing through it, which 
he might have eafily done without any dan^ 
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ger, he contested himfelf ^yith "fome booty,, 
and made hafte to fall back, not tq the heights. 
Inhere Beuroonvill? was pofted, bpt as far as, 
the camp ; the geqeraLcpuld apt^ya^me himt 
as he pleaded, his laftruftions, - 

Had not the general loft ib much time at 
the attack of the mill of Valmy, he would 
have feen and followed up the movement on 
his right, would have pulhed his advantage, 
and at leaft have taken the Pruflian baggage, 
becaufc he would have put in motion the 
troops under general Duval, who were affem- 
bled at Vienne-le-chatcau, for he would h^ve 
made thenp crofs the river, and pofted them 
in the enemy's rear* 

. At the clofe of day, the cannonade ceafed, 
and Dumouriez's army retired to its camp ; 
that of Kellermann, lying all night under 
arms on the heights of Valmy, and the Pruf- 
fians on thofe of la I^une and Gizaucourt, in 
fuch q. manner as to block up the great road' 
leading to Chalons. Kellermann once more 
entreated his colleague to repair to him ; it 
was with a view to a(k his advice about fall- 
ing back to the ground intended for his camp. 
The baggage having filed off during the can-f 

M 3 non^d^ 
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ndnade, towards St. Menehould i the tttreat 
took place in the courfe of the night with* 
ckit any dlfficultj, and Kellermann encamped 
oii the preceding morning. 

Such was the action of Valnny, during 
which each of the two armies fired more 
than twenty thoufand cannon (hot, and loft 
thre^ or four hundred men, to very little pur- 
pofe. It however produced an excellent ef* 
ft6k in behalf of the French, by proving to 
them that their fteadinefs and their fire coul4 
arreft the progrefs of fo formidable an enemy. 
^If while extending along this plain, inflead 
of atnufing themfelves with a cannonade^ 
the Pruflians had pufhed forward a columa 
towards the heights of Gizaucourt to cut 
off the retreat by the great road, at the fame 
time afcended with fere wed. bayonets, to at- 
tack Kellei mann's army, which was crowded 
on the heights of Valmy, he would have 
been beaten, without its being in the power 
of Dumouricz to have fuccoured him, and 
the latter would have been forced to have 
departed from his plan of temporifing, and 
to have rilked a general battle upon difad- 



vantageous terms* 
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VbaA CbazotV iniltad of ft^^pmg on tfab 
great road^ 4ad fepding to demand orders 
frOTOjKelkt'm^nny advanced* inftantly to the 
beigjbts. of Gi^upqurt, the cannonade wouI4 
have been (hortgbed, and the right hand co- 
lumn of the PrufCans ruined. 

If Leveneur had but had good fcnfc enough 
to con)prehend that it was not contrary to 
his inftruftions, to improve a great advantage 
which did not endanger his own corps as long 
as he had not any troops to make head againft 
him, he would have captured the greater 
part of the Pruflian baggage, had he only 
detached his cavalry, and his flanking parties, 
for •that purpofe. 

The duke of Brunfwick has been blamed 
for not continuing the engagement, byt he 
afted like a prudent general. At noon it 
would have been too late to have made the 
attack, and if he had done fo, he would have 
run a rilk of lofing every thing ; for bq-- 
fide the army under Kellerm^nn, and ' the 
corps belonging to Chasjot, Dumourie^ had 
ftill a referve of twelve battalions, and fix 
fquadrons formed in column on the left, 
ready to. extend along the great road, and 

M 4 luftaio 
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fuftain KcUermann ; whrlc" His ri^bt at? the 
fame time would have attacfeed tHc left of 
the Pruffians along the '6k>nnc, 'wbere-it^was 
fembarraffed with a c61umn of baggage/ty^^iclk' 
wopld have obliged it to fight; 
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C H A P. X. 

Po/ition of the Pruffians. Embarrafment of 
General Dumouriez. 



The general having fb fuccefsfuUy efFefled 
his different jundlions, after having efcaped 
from fuch a critical pofition as that in which he 
found himfelf between th^ 13th and aoth, and 
repelled an attack inade by the Pruflian army, 
now found himlelf in poflTeffion of an excel- 
lent camp9 and was at the head of about 
fifty thoufand men, moft of them accuflomed 
to war, of which more than twelve thoufand 
were cavalry. This camp was defended by 
a numerous artillery. General D'Harville 
was alTembling tfoops at Rheims, general 
Sparre was following his example at Chglons, 
and more were collefiing at Paris, Soifibns, 
Epernai, Troyes, and Vitry. 

The Prulfians found themfelves in the 
centre of all thefe levies, entangled in a ilerilc 

country^ 



( 170 ) 

country, and in want of water, forage, and 
provifion. The garrifons of Sedan and 
Montmedy hampered their convoys, which 
arrived very fldwly, and were obliged to take 
a. large circuit, in order to come from Lux- 
embourg, arid the country of Treves, .bj 
Longwy, Verdun, and the pal^ of Grand- 
prey. The feafon alfo was not only too rainy, 
but too far advanced for them to flatter them* 
• felves to be able to crofs the Mamc ind 
reach Paris. There were but three ways iri 
which they could a<9: : i . To unite all their 
troops, ankl mardh cither by Cbil6iis> or 
Rheims ; for if they wiflied Ho preferi^e their 
■"communications by leaving behind them, in 
"the country of Verdun, the priiKjcr-'dte Ho^ 
})enlohe, who mafked and made dsuly dttackt 
on the pafles of Iflettes and La Cbsl^dc^/bcf 
ing thus deprived of the afliftanccof.. twenty 
br twenty-five thdufand men, riMynTOOuld 
have been too weak to have contended witia 
general Dumourie* and the troops^ aiffemsblcd 
in the interiour, who would hqve followed 
clofe at their heels.. • Their, rear guard msgl^ 
have been beaten at the paffagc of the 
'Marne-, and the leaft check would have pro- 
duced 
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4uced their total ruin^ becaufe in that cafe, 
they would neither have been able to have 
regained the Bifhopricks, nor to have crofled 
the Meufe and the Ardennes, all the flroug 
places being in the poflefiion of the French, 
and the roads rendered impaiTable, at leaft for 
their heavy artillery. 

If, on the other hand, they had united all 
theirYorces, Dumouriez would have followed 
with circumfpeftion, crofled the Marne after ■ 
theni, and at lengtH^furrounded them before 
their arrival at Paris, . Had they thought pro* 
per to have fent detachments towards Chalons 
and Rh^ms, he would have aflaulted their 
camp the moment he perceived them en- 
feebled* No more than feven or eight thou- 
fand men Were neceffary in order to flop 
Hohenlohe*8 army before Iflettes. After this 
there would have ftill remained with him 
upwards of fifty thoufand men, fo that he 
would have been able to have attacked them 
'with a fuperiour force. 

2. The fecond mode, the . execution of 

which all the generals, and more efpccially 

the emigrants, recommended to the ki»)g of 

Pruflia, and which the duke of Brunfwick 

7 alone 
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, alone had the fagacity to prevent, without 
regarding the animadverfions of the ignorant 
and prefumptuous, was to* rifk a battle by 
hazarding a general attack. But Dumouriez 
occupied an inexpugnable pofition, the natu- 
ral advantages of which he was enabled daily 
to augment. There was every reafon ta 
fuppofe that his camp could not be forced. 
But even in the cafe of a viftory, however 
brilliant it might prove, the duke of Brunf- 
wick could not prevent^is retreat towards^ 
Vitry, whither he had already fent his heavy 
baggage. He would have pafled the Marne 
at that place, and formed a new jrmy by 
means of the troops aflembled there, and ab 
Troyes, and Chalons ; the Pruffians, weak- 
ened by difeafe, the neceflity of leaving largq 
bodies of troops to keep up the communi- 
cation, and even by their viiSlory, which 
could not fail to prove extremely bloody, 
would have been unable to have attempted 
any thing, and muft have melted away in 
this barren tradl of country. 

On the other hand, if they loft the battle, 
a circumftance which might have occurred, 
a retreat pn their part would have been im- 

poffible. 
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poflible, and the whole of the army, reduced 
to the neceffity of returning through the de- 
files which they entered^ would have been 
either mafiacred or taken prifoners, for the 
peafants thenifelves would have bepn fuffi-* 
cient to have deftroyed them, and the w^ar 
would thus have been at an end. 

3. The third mode was an immediate re* 
treat through thefe pafles,. before the feafoa 
had become more advanced, the roads lefs 
prafticable, and the difeafes more numerous. 
This was the fole reafonable plan. The 
Pruffian army on its return to the Bifliopricks, 
where it would have been in the vicinity of 
its miagazines, by retaining polTeffion of fuch 
of the defiles as it had in its power, and con- 
tinuing to mafk the pafs of Iflettes, might 
have carried on the fiege of Montmcdy, 
which ought to have been attacked before, 
without experiencing any interruption. Du- 
mouriez in that cafe would have been o]b- 
liged to have feparated himfelf from Keller- 
iriann, to have left another body of troops 
to cover Champagne, and to have returned 
towards Sedan' at the head of a fmall army, 
with intent to fave Montmedy, His troops ' 

were 



( '74 ) 

were not fdfficicntly well organized f<»: hirn 
to entertain hopes of being able to reap any 
advantage from a War of evolutions, and he 
might have been beaten in endeavouring 
to relieve Montmedy. 

In (hort the campaign on the part of the 
Pruffians would ftill have been very brilliant, 
winter quarters in Lorraine would have been 
infured to them, and the fucceeding cam- 
paign made by the duke of Brunfwick with 
a greater number of forces, might have ren- 
dered the counter-revolution triumphant, asr 
the duke of Tefchen might have proved fuc- 
cefsful in bis attempts againft th^ northern 
department, which Dumouriez had been 
forced to ftrip of troops, in order to oppofe 
the invafion on the part of the king of 
Pruffia. 

But in order to have adopted this, which 
was the only military fcheme, it would have 
been neceflfary that the king of PrufSa and 
the French princes of the blood had been 
abfent from the army, that the duke of 
Brunfwick had poffefled the entire diredion 
6f his own movements, that he had evinced 
fufficient courage to have extricated himfelf 

out 
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out of the difficulties in which he was in* 
volved, and not been afliamed of making a 
timdy retreat, ^ But the Pruffian commanders^ 
deceived by the exaggerated reports of th« 
emigrants,^ continued to defpife the French 
army, anA believed that their refiftance pro- 
ceeded merely from a fmall number of troops 
of the line, and their general. 

Dumouriez was fo well acquainted with 
his prefent fupcriority, and the critical and 
even defperate fituation of the Pruffians, that 
he repeatedly told his army, that the duke 
of Brunfwick in forcing the pafs of Croix- 
aux-bois had only anticipated him by a few 
days, for after effefting his jundion, he 
himfelf had . refolved voluntarily to throw 
open this defile to him, in order to inveigle 
him and his troops into an inhofpitable 
country. 

He aflured the minifter and the nation^ 
aiSmibly, that the/ had no manner of ocr 
cafion to be in the Icaft uncafy ; that he 
would be anfwerable for the event ; that 
the PruiSans would not only be unable to 
make any further .progrefs, but that within 
ten days at the furtheft, this formidable army, 

confumed 
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coniumed by hunger and difeafe, would be 
obliged to retreat through the fame defiles 
by which it had entered, a circumftance that 
would not be effedled without much difficulty. 
He affured them alfo, that he would have 
time to march to tlie fuccour of Lifle, and 
he demanded by way of recompcnce, that 
he fhould be permitted to take up his winter 
quarters in BrufTels, where he announced 
that he (hould be on the 15th of November, 
if they entertained fufficient confidence, ia 
him to allow him to aft. 

His fecurity and his affertions were con- 
fidered as fo many vain rodomontades, al- 
though they were fupported by the moft 
probable calculations. All Europe, efpeciallj 
France, beheld the pofture of this general 
through the medium of the blindeft ignorance. 
His rear was furrounded by the prince dc 
Hohenlohe, and in front he had the king 
of Pruflia between him and Paris. His com- 
munication with the towns on the Meufc^ 
Rhetel, Rheims, and Chalons, was entirely 
cut off. The Pruffians were only fix leagues 
from Chalons, by way of the Auve ; the emi- 
grants at Suippe were ftill nearer, and the 
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hiilans thzdt incurfions within two leagues 
of Rheims. 

Paris e<pe£ted d^ily to behold the arrival 
of the king of Pruilia ; between the capital 
and him nothing was to be feen but feeble 
coUedions of federates, more proper to infufe 
difeouragement than hope. General Du^ 
mouriez was loudly accufed of cowardice, 
or ignorance, or perfidy* The intelligence 
iq the foreign gazettes, according to which 
he was fbmetimes defeated, fometimes put 
to the fWord, and fometimes taken prifoner 
with his whole army, was perufed with 
uneafinefs* The deputies of the princes at 
Berne, in order to prevail upon the Swifs to 
depart from their neutrality, had announced 
this information by means of couriers, and 
they laid large wagers to the fame effed, 
which thpy loft on purpofe* 

In confequence of thefe multiplied fears, 
couriers on couriers were difpatched to the 
commander in chief, with orders to retreat 
in the beft manner he was able. He ftill 
refifted, but the generals returned to thc^ 
charge* Kellermann, ftaggered by his letters 
from Paris, threatened to leave him. They 
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liad continujal (Jifputes* Pumourie^ Homc-^^ 
times conjured him to remain, and fpmetimes 
promifed to remove hid c^p ia the icoyriC: of 
two or three' days. 

General Valence done fecotvled him %vitb 
Kellermann ; and the affiftance of one of his 
aides-de-camp^ a man of verj: acute partSt* 
the unfortunate Philip Devaux, ought not 
to be forgotten, Kellermann was a^€led»> 
and promifed every thing; but he was nofc 
to be depended upon. Never did any geoecal 
either fufier or riik more to fave his coimtry* 
Thouvenot alone participated in all his 
ifflidions, and confoled him by being of the 
iame opinion as himfelf. 

The army, which was very xiocile, ex- 
perienced the greateft privations, and ex«* 
hibited no impatience, but to come to blows 
with the Pruffians. Had it participated the 
fears of the generals and of Paris, all 
would have been loft, a retreat would have 
taken place, diforder would have enfued, the 
Pruffians would have preffed uponthe French, 
and foon eftaUifhed themfelves in a fruitful 
country, where they would have recovered 
from their- fatigues, and Dumburiez would 
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have been, ladfificed to the injuftice of hfs 
fellovr citizens, and loA his head upon a 
icaiFold like the unfortunate Cuftine. The* 
fircnoefs of his charafter extricated him,* 
for he dad not a)ter any part of his plan. 

The pofition of the Pruffians had entirely 
cut off his intercourfe with ChSlons, where 
his principal magas&ines of pr6vi(ion were. 
He therefore ordered his convoys to afcend 
from that town to Vitry, along the left bank 
of the Marne, he caufed roads to be cut 
between the latter and his camp, he pofted 
troops to keep up the comnriunicationy and 
he received his provifion and forage by* 
Vitry; but this prolongation of the journey, 
through difficult and recently conftrufted 
roads^ amidft lands interfered with woodsy 
fprings, and morafles^ lamed the hotfes, and 
^cafioned great delays in the arrival of thd 
convoyfc. 

Sometimes the army was two or thrcd 
^ays without bread. On thofe occafiond 
the general mingled among the foldiers^ 
excited them to patience, and always found 
means to appeafe them. 
- ' " N a ^* The 
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•• The famous marihal Saxe/* faid hc^ 
^^ has written a book on the art of war, in 
which he maintains, that the delivery of 
bread to the troops fhould be prohibited, at 
leaft once a week^ in order to render tbpm 
lefs fenfible of fuch a privation in cafes of 
neceffity. Now you whd are here,'* added 
he, ^^ have not half fo much reafon to com- 
plain as thefe Pruffians before you, who arc 
fometimes four days without bread, and 
are reduced to the neceffity of feeding on 
their dead horfes. You have hog*s lardy 
rice, and flour ; make cakes with thefe, and 
liberty will give them a relifh." 
, At one time when there had not been 
any bread diftributed during two days, he 
was informed that great murmurs prevailed ; 
he expefled a convoy, but he h^d juft 
learned that it had b^en entangled in the 
mud within two leagues of the camp^ in 
fuch a manner that it could not poflibly 
arrive before the next day; on his appearing 
in the camp he was furrounded, and heard 
much improper difcourfe. On this he aflumed 
a fevereair, and exclaimed : 

'' Which 
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^^ Which are the bad citizens, who are 
fo cowardly as not to fuftain hunger ? Let 
them be ftripped of' their arms and clothes^ 
and inftantly driven away: they are not 
worthy of participating with us in the honour 
of faving their country; you cannot have 
any bread' in the courfe of this day, (how 
yourfclves therefore capable of furmounting 
every thing. No more murmurs. Liberty 
for ever !" 

' On this the whole camp began to (hout» 
** Liberty for ever ! long live our father I" 
and they put up with the want of bread with 
much good humour. 

In his army were feven battalions of thole 
very federates who had committed fo many 
crimes at ChlLlons; they had entered the 
camp the fame day as Beurnonville. They 
announced that they would not fufFer 
epaulet^, crofles of St. Louis, or embroidered 
clothes, and that they would oblige the 
generals to liflen to reafon. The commander 
in chief rode to the head of their line, ac*' 
companied by the whole of his flaff officers^ 
and an efcort of an hundred huifars. He 
bad caufed them to be encamped apart, with 
N 3 fome 
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feme fquadroDS behind thcm^ and artBl^rj ia 
their front. 
. He then addre&d them as follows : 
: ^* You others, for I cannot term yoo 
citizens, foldiers, or my children, you behold 
the artillery in your van, and the eavalry ii| 
your . rear. You are diflionoured by crimeSn 
I will not fuffer either a0aiiins, or hangmen 
)p this camp, and I will order you to bo 
cut in pieces on the leafl: mutiny. But if 
you corrcdt your errours, if you condud your? 
felves in the fame matmer asi this br^ve army 
i;ito which you have the honour to be a4? 
mitted, you will find iq me a good fatheff 
I know that there are rui&ans amopg you, 
^ ho arc inftruAed to inftigatc you to thi? 
pommifiipn of crimes ; chacp them away 
from among you, or denounce them^to me; 
I make you refponfible for them. •' 
. Thefe batt^lions^which be afterwards vifited 
daily, behaved extremely wcU, difplayed mor« 
patience than the others, and became excellent 
troops. It was in this manner that he de- 
aived his hope and his confolation from the 
conftancy, the good will, and the confidence 
pf his foldicrs* ^ tje paffed the nights at their 
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fird^, ^t and drank with thcm» explamed t^ 
them his pofition, and that of the Pfuffians^ 
and encouraged their perfeveraiice by an* 
nouncing to them, that they would fooa 
behoki the army fleeing before thetn, whigb 
had produced to timch fright while at « 
diftance. 

He one day received a letter from thar 
ttmifttr Senran, ftating that his conftancy 
ia remainin^g in' hid camp at St. Menehould 
^»Wls xjonfidered as a culpable obftinacy ; thaC 
the hulans niade inroads to the very' gates 
^f Rheims, and laid wafte all beforA 
them*; and that it was abfblutely neceflary 
for him to a<a a different part. He replied 
to the miniHier as follows : 

** I will n6t alter my plan on accovjnt 
of a few marauders. There are more than 
ten: tfhoufand men in Rheims, and the bylaws 
wha ride up to the very gates of that city 
|irc far from being numerous } let them pur* 
, foe, and flay them." 

The national aiTembly at this period took 

upon it to change itfelf into a convention, to 

aboUfli royalty, and to conftitute France a 

repubUckf The general was afHided at the 
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extreme precipitation of fuch a meafure^ buC 
be had the ehemy in fight, and, whatever 
might be bis own private opinion, it did 
not belong to hitOf in fo critical a pofition, 
to difpute with, bis nation the right of an<» 
Bihilating a copilitution which it had given 
itfelf, and of changing tbeqatyre of its goir 
.vernment^ 

He thought then, as be does at prefent, 
that a monarchical conftitution, fuch as that 
eftablilhpd by the firft afTemWy, w^s better 
calculated for a large country like France, 
th^n a republican form of government But 
this was not the momefit to fupport ao 
opinion, which would have produced a fright*- 
ful fchifm in his army, and put bis native 
country in the power of a foreign king, and 
French princes of the blood, who, fo fer 
from being contented with the conilitutioUt 
would have re-cftabli(hed defpotifra on the 
ruins both of it and the republick. He was 
at that period the fole fupport of his 
country; he would have had to reproach 
himfelf with delivering it over to the hands 
pf foreigners, but more efpecially to his 
fellow citizens, whom he confidered culpable, 
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on acecmnt of their taking up arms againft 
it, aind he would have committed this crime 
too, at the very moment when he-^as 
certain of being foon able to chace them 
from the French territory, where they had 
come on purpqfe to fpread defolation, and 
eftablifli defpotic laws. 

He had no manner of doubt, but that even 
if he had fucceeded in bringing over his 
army to his own way of thinking, he would 
have been obliged either to have joined the 
Pniffians and the emigrants, or ' to have 
fought alone, both againft them and the / 
national convention. He knew alio, that 
the royal family would have become the 
vidims of his declaration. All parties would 
then have had a right to have reproached 
him ^ith this^ cataftrophe, for being the 
author of which he could iiever have par* 
doned himfelf ; on the other, hand, ihouki his 
efibits bo- attended with fuccefs fo deciiive 
jts to put a fpeedy termination to the war, 
he had reafoo. to hope, that either the 
triumph of France would foften men's minds, 
or that the vidorious army would inveft 
him with fttfficient influence to enfurethe 
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Kfe of the kin^, and the re-eftabHflimratt o^' 
the conflitatiofi. 

Indeed, in whatever maimer the ir** 
reiblution naturally produced by a ci^cum** 
Aance fo delicate, and unexpected, might ter« 
tninate, he had no tune to make any previous 
preparations, for the decree of the convesitian 
arrived during the night of the 2 j|d, aad on 
the 24th, he bad three of its commifliotterl 
in his camp, SiUery, Carra., and Prieur, who 
canfed the odth to be adminiflered oext 
day to the troops* Thefe coma)ifliofier& alio 
proved to him beyond contradid£ionv that 
this new revolution was congenial to the 
wishes of all the departments. 

Befides this, they were admirably cakoo- 
lated to fix the (^termination of tkcr. amaty, 
among which other etnii&ries whoi^ th^ 
had brought along with them wer« imme^ 
diateLy difperfed, Sillery was eloqueil\t, fub* 
tle^ and feduSive. Carra, woll fcnow^ff by 
his nscwfpaper, poffeffed a rhetdrick. fuite^ 
to the populace; ever fince 1^789 he had 
beecfe the difbrganizer of the armies, aid the 
protedion of all the foldiers in a flaCe of 
^nfurredkioa^ pqfteriouf tiQ. tttat period^ he 
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tiad ran from camp to camp^ and made him^ 
&]£ beloved by all the troops* Prieur wat 
a violent and fierce Jacobin , and lie was 
a native of Champagne, which had furniihed' 
many of the foldiers of this army. 

Thefe three men endowed with extra* 
wdinary aftivity, and arriving unexpcdicdly, 
would have difconcerted all the meafures 
which he could have taken in fo fhort a pe- 
fiod. The French, in confequence of that 
cbarader fo well defcribed by Catfar, more 
cfpecially fince the revolution, adopt with fa« 
ciHty, and without hefitation^ every thing 
violent and extreme; therefore the eSeGt 
produced by the arrival, of the commiffioners 
was inftantaneous, and the army paiTed from 
the conftitutional to the republican form of 
government, with the rapidity of a tor*- 
fettt. 

The commifiioaers were alfo charged to 
prevail upon the general to leave the camp 
of St. MenehouUi, and repa& the Marne« 
He reprefented to them^his pofition and that 
of the Pruflians ; he proved how iU*founded~ 
the terrours of Paris were, and he aflured 
{hem^ that if within a week the enemy 

did 
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did not retreat, he would acquicfcc in what- 
ever they naight requcft. Seeing prifoners 
and deferters brought into the camp daily, 
they confented to wait, and fix days after- 
wards, they were confcious of the truth of 
all that the general had announced and pro- 
mifed. 

'He derived another advantage from^ their 
prefence ; this was to bridle Kellermann, and 
to render him more docile. That general 
has but ordinary talents, although he pof- 
fefles much artifice. He was furrounded^ by 
improper perfons, and his ftafF officers and 
^ides'du-camp perfuaded him to feparate from 
bis colleague, that he might not be under the 
command of a fenior officer. The more 
the attention paid him by Dumouriez, the 
lefs could he prevail upon him to follow 
the meafures they had concerted together. 
The acute mind of Sillery came very -op- 
portunely to the affiftance of Dumouriez, 
without effeding, however, a thorough cbn- 
verfion of Kellermann, who ftiU coatinued 
to do much mifchieft 
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CHAP. XI. 

BuJ^enJim of Arms. Negotiations.. The Duke 
ofBrunfwick^s Manifefto. Cejfation of the 
Sufpenjion. 



The retreat from Grandprey, the junftioa 
of Kellcrmann, the engagement at Valmy, 
the inefFedual attacks upon the poft of If* 
lettes, and the pofition of the camp of St. 
Menehould, made the Pruflians imagine that 
it would be very difficult to finifh the prc- 
fcnt campaign by main force* 

On the 22d Kellermann intimated to the 
commander in chief, that general Haymann 
had demanded a conference with him in be* 
half of colonel Manftein, adjutant-general to 
the king of Pruffia. He repaired inftantly 
to Kellermann's head-quarters at Dampierrc, 
where he found this colonel along with 
Haymann^ ^)iom the king of PrufHa had 

made 
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made major-gAeral in his fervice, after hi* 
flight with Bouille. The pretext for this 
conference ^yas the neceflity of agreeing ta 
a cartel' for ^n exchange of prifoners be- 
tween the French and Pruffians* 

After the firft compliments^ colonel Man* 
itein told Dumouriez, that they did him 
ample juftice in the Pruffianarmy; that they 
were well acquainted with the great inflih- 
cnce he had over his troops ; that it depended 
upon him to put an end to the prefent war; 
and that fo far from bdng cramped in his 
endeavours, he fhould be furnifhed with aU 
the affiftance he could defire ; if he would 
but terminate the difbrders of France, he 
promifed that he fliould dilate the terms 
of peace, and obferved, that he would thus 
render the utmoft fervice not only to his 
native country, but to all Europe. 

The general ftated in reply, that France had 
not declared war againft the kiftg of Pruilia j 
that nothing was eafier than to procure^ t 
peace, as the Pruffian army had only to 
retire to the frontiers, and remain in a ftate 
of neutrality, like the other fovereigns of 
the empire ; that the Imperalifis being iefl 

to 
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to tbecn£blves<, and the king of Sardinia def^. 
titute of fupport, they would in a (hbrt timr 
feekfpr an accommoklatioh ; that peace, there* 
(otc^ depended cnt&ely Upon^ the .king of 
Pfuffift ; that, as to what occurred io Frtnce, 
altbpugh hie dtfapproved of it iti part, it did 
Dot belong io htm tp apply the reg:^dy ; and 
tJKLt h^ could not even labour for that pur* 
foit while be. was obliged. to employ bis 
wb^l^ attention in repelling fo formidable aa 
€inagay. He concluded by faying, that at 
prefent he miaft confine himfelf to the bufi* 
nefs relative to the exchai^e of prifbners. 

They afterwards ftt down to table, and 
the converfation became very amicable^ Co- 
lonel Mapfteiu having taken that opportunity 
to explain himfelf with more precifion, the 
general faid to him : 

, ** You have told me, colonel, that I am 
(fteen^ in the Prufiian army, but I (hail 
not give any credit to this, if you continue 
to make propofitioti$ that would di(honour 
me» I am anxious to tefllfy to the king of 
Pruilia my refpe£h I wi(h to fee you again, 
and to cultivate your frieudfliip ; I beg there- 
fore, 



fore, that you will not repeat thefe propoiak 



to me*" 



It was agreed, during this conference^ that 
cdonel Manftein ihould return next day^ 
and dine with the general at St* Menebould. 
Mefiieurs de Manflein and Heymann pro- 
pofed to difcontinue the ikirmifhing in front 
of the camp, clearly fpecifying at the fame 
time, that this agreement (hould be confined 
to the front only. Dumouriez allowed that 
it was of no utility, and from that verjr 
night, a fufpenfion of arms took place in 
the front of the two armies. 

As foon as he had returned to his . camp, 
he fent orders, to general Dubouquet, who was . 
then in the camp of Notre-dame de TEpine^ 
near Ch&lons, to march at the head of iix«* 
teen battalions and two fquadrons of dragoons, 
which he had aifembled there, and repair to 
Frefne near Sommievre. He inftrudled 
Keliermann to make general Defpr^s-Craflier 
advance with two thoufand infantry and a 
thoufand cavalry to Efpenfe and Noirlieu. 
He difpatched eighteen fquadrons of light 
horfe towards Sommievre, Herpont, and 
Moyon, under Frecheville, colonel of a regi^ 

meat 



( ^93 ) 
ment ^f chafleurs^ oq purpofe to harafs-the 
right: flank of the Pruffian; army, and h^ 
reiterated his orders to lieutenant-general 
D*ttarville to advance to Pont-Favergues, 
and^even as far as St. Hilary. 
. Thefe movements obliged the corps oi emi- 
grants to fall back from Suippe. towards 
Crotx-ep-Champagne. 

Colonel Frecheville, thus certain of being 
fupported, and of having his retreat to the 
C^nip of Frcfi^s fecured to him, advanced 
boldly on the rear of. the enemy with his 
tavalry, which feized a great deal of booty. 
In; th^^nean/t^eGiQvhe itixX general Neuilly 
from Paffavant ' with the cavalry and light 
infantry, to < take* a circuit by the foreft 
of Argonne, . and then to advance to Faiicau^ 
CQurt and Aytrecourt, . in order to annoy the 
enemy's left flank and rean 
' By means of another difpofition, he formed 
an advanced guard for general Beurnonville, 
confifting of fifteen fquadrons and twenty- 
four battalions, befides the light troops, at 
the fame time giving him the aflidance of 
general Duval ; he polled it on the right 
bank of the Aifne, with orders to advance 
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is far as Sernon and Ccnde, on purpoft to 
harafs^the convojs that padfed through Au^ 
try and Grandehamp. He at the fame tinM 
inftrufted him to make bis huffiirs and light 
infantry penetrate by Marque acrp& the foreft 
as far as the old camp of Graadprey. As 
none of thefe places were in front of tb« 
camp, he did not infringe upon the armiiHce, 
and the Prui&ans in the mean time begaa 
to feel the ill efftCts of this fpecies of yffpt^ 
fare carried on againft their convoys. A 
fquadron of the bufiars of Lauznn crofTod tho 
foreft in a part where horfe bad never pafftd^ 
before, entered Buzancy, and deftroyed a 
convoy there, which they were unable te 
carry away ; they made forty^ieven horiemen^ 
belonging to the efcort, piifonors* This em** 
ployment was exceedingly agreeaUe to th* 
light troops, who became rich. 

Colonel Manilein returned on the z^th to 
dine with the general; they then treated 
about the cartel for the exchange of prW 
foners. The colonel wiihed to include the 
emigrants^ but it was reprefented to htm^ 
that they were Frenchmen armed agai^ 
their native country, makiog war ia their 
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own name, with denominations of^ troops 
entirely French, fuch asmuiketeers,^^^^ar^/, 
the king's regiment, &c. ; and that Pruffia had 
oocfaihg to ^do wiftli thefe. Colonel Man« 
Aein having abandoned their caufe, an agree- 
ment was entered into for an exchange in 
hthdlf i3£ the Pruffian, Heiiian, and Auftriaa 
troops, 

Dumonnes^ afterwards commenced a poIiti«- 
Cflil difctiffioA, the aim of which was to prove 
diat the king of Pruflia had engaged in a 
war in oppc^ticn to his own real interefts^ 
tiiat the French fought with much rdudaac^ 
againft that monarch, that an alliance be^ 
tween the two nations would be mutttailjr 
advantageous, and that it would be eafy to 
aecomplifh it. Colonel Mahfletn, on the other 
hand, informed hini, that the king of Pruffia 
was not deiirous of the continuation of the 
war agaiaft France ; that he did xiot wilh to 
intermeddled in refpe£fc to her conilitution or 
government ; and that his deiires were ex^ 
tremely moderate ; at the fame time he pre** 
iSetiCed him -with fonie very fage propoikions 
drawn up iniix articles; the firft of which 
was, that the I^ing ihould -be liberated fronx 
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prifbn, and that his authority (hould be re^ 
f):ored to hicn^ in.the fame manner as it ex^^ 
iftcd previoufly.to the loth of Aoguft. . , 

By way of anfwcr,^ Dumouriez delivered 
•to^ him the bullctine which he had juft rcr 
.ceived ofiiciaUy, containing the decree thH 
changed the . National! Affembly into a Na> 
tional Convention, and the monarchy.into a 
republic; Golonel Manftein appeared t.q be 
much afili£ked at ,this intelligencet and. (biP 
general himfelf did not conceal from* him^ 
that he was extremely forry that things were 
carried to fuch an ^xtrehiity, more efpecially 
as ihe did not perceive -any remedy. Colond 
Manftein then fet off for the enemy's camp^ 
and it was agreed, that colonel Thouvenot 
ihould repair to the head- quarters at Haiis^ 
in order to (ign the cartel. 

The general having learned that the king 
of Pruffia was in want of coffee and fugar, 
took the liberty to fend him twelve pounds, 
not being able to find any more, and alio 
fome fruit and white bread. The prefent 
was received, but it was intimated to him nxA 
to repeat it. The utmoft cordiality took 
place between the advanced pofls of the two 
^ , armies. 
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armies, and the French divided their bresrd* 
ivith the Pruffians who were dying of hunger.; 
The dyfentery made the moft horrible ravages 
among them, and the bad quality of the 
water and forage occafioned the death of 
their horfes, which they flayed ahd de- 
voured. 

' Colonel Thouvenot repaired next day to^ 
the ' king of Pruflia's headrquarters, where 
he was well received. The duke of Brunf- 
wick wiihed to fee him, communicated many 
obliging things for him to repeat to Dumou-. 
riez, and reminded him that he had taken 
him prifoner thirty-two years before, and 
that he was much wounded upon that occa-^ 
fion. ■ The marquis Lucchefini alfo converfed 
for fome time with Thouvenot, who con* 
dudled himfelf upon this occafion with much 
ability. He has fince publiflbed the particu- 
lars of the conference. Colonel Mahftein and 
general Heymann had endeavoured to pre- 
vail upon Dumouriez to repair to the Pruf- 
fian camp, but he neither accepted, nor 
refufed this; propofition. He however would 
have been very cautious how he tooH 
fuch a ftepj not that he was afraid left the 
O 3 kw5 
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Uws of nations fliould be violated in hit 
perfoO) but becaufe a free, being aWays a 
fufpicious people, the general was obliged to 
be exceedingly circumfpc6k. 

While Thouvenot was in 'the Pruffian 
oampt Dumouriez drew up a memorial, in 
which he threw all the blame of the waf 
on the boufe of AuflHa,. and endeavoured 
to perfuade the king of Pruilia, that it was 
bis iritereft to detach htmfelf from an alli- 
ance with it, which was neither natural nor 
advantageous* He tranfmitted this paper to 
colonel Manftein, befeeching hith to read it 
to the kingt for the mutual intereftof the two 
nations, Mandein promifed to comply, but 
be aflured him at the fame time, that this 
memorial would not produce any efie€^, and 
that he himfelf difapproved of it« 

Durpouriez, at that period, was moft 
heartily, not ii)dec;d the perfon^, but the pp* 
Jitical enemy of the houfe of Auftria ; they 
were at open war, and he did but hia duty 
in endeavQuring to detach one of its allies* 
Perhaps, had he proved fuccefsful, the bloody 
cataftrophcs that have taken place in France 
woul4 not b%ye pcctirfed; perhaps peace 

would 
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virould have been concluded during that very 
jrev; and perhaps the calamities which all 
£urope experiences^ and thofe ftill greater 
ones, with which fhe is menaced^ would have 
been effaced from the book of fate. 

On the morning of the 28th9 a Pruflian 
ade-dc'Camp arrived from the duke of Brunf- 
wick, and in confequence of orders froni 
him, delivered a manifefto to, the general. 
This paper was fo imperative, fo harfli, and 
fo ill-timed, that after reading it twice over^ 
be fpoke to the aide-de-camp as follows : 

** Sir, I have taken the liberty ta tran£* 
mit a memorial to the king of Pruflia; I have 
not addrefled myfelf to the duke of Brunf-^ 
ivick ; he undoubtedly miftakes me for a 
burgomaftefof Amfterdam : tellhim^ that the 
truce c^ies from this moment, x and that I 
have given orders to that purpofe, in your 
prefence." 

Accordingly he immediately ifTued an or-» 
dcr, which conferred great pleafure on the 
whol^ army. He wrote to the fame purpofe 
to colonel Manftein, and the negotiation here 
broke off*. The manifefto, drawn up ^by fome 
emigrant miniftcr^ had been compofed and 

O 4 printed 
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printed two months before, and the commu- 
nication of it by the duke of Brunfwick was 
the more ill-timed at this epoch, as he ftriick 
his camp two days after, on purpofe to efFe£t 
his retreat. 

'AH thefe conferences, and the appearance 
of fo many Pruffian officers in the camp, 
did not ftagger for a fingle moment the 
confidence of the army. Dumouriez, in order 
to found it, one day addrefled himfelf as fol- 
lows to his foldiers, who always crowded 
around him when he repaired to the camp. 

*♦ What think you, my children, of all 
thefe negotiations with the Pruffians ? do not 
they give rife to fome fufpicions againft 
roe?'' 

^' General," replied an officer, in the name 
of all the reft, " were it any other than you, 
we (hould be upeafy, and (hould fift into 
his condud ; but with you we Ihut our 
eyes ; you are our father.*' 

Alas ! if this confidence had lafted, that 

Hation, then fo ndble, fx) generous, and fo 

faithful, would not at prefent be governed by 

monfters and^ the guillotine ; it would not 

. have 
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have fallen into the abyfs of barbarity and 
anarchy. 

The general had always told them, that 
whenever thefe negotiations were terminated, 
whatever the refult might be, he would in- 
form them of it. He rendered an exaft ac- 
count of every thing to the executive powfer, 
and the three commiflioners who were along 
with him, and the moment that he had 
put ah etid to the truce, he caufed all the 
papers to be publiihed, that is to fiy^ his 
correfpondence with Manftein, his memorial 
to the king of Pruffia, and the manifefto of 
the duke of Brunfwick : the convention, the 
army, and all the good'citizens, approved of 
his conduA ; but the infamous journals of 
the jacobins, the Prudhommes, and the Ma- 
rats, endeavoured to convert thefe proceed- 
ings into fo many crimes. 

The above is an exa£t account of all the 
negotiations that took place between general 
Dumouriez and the Pruffians. Their retreat, 
which followed immediately after, ferved as 
the foundation of a thoufand fables. The 
idea of refitting fuch a formidable army was 
£o hopelefs, that they endeavoured at firft to 

impute 
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impute his &lvation to iotrigue or a prcr^ 
found policy. They fbon after pafTed from 
one extreme to another. After imagining 
that he had releafed himfelf from his embar<« 
raflments by deceiving the Pruflians, the mo- 
ment they learned the difmal ftate of the 
enemy's army, and yet behdd it faved, they 
attributed the excellence of its retreat to a 
coUufion between him and the king of Pruf^ 
fia ; and many profound thinkers arc ftill per- 
fuade(L-^liat the fafety of the French, in the 
firft inftance^ and of the Pruflian army after* 
wards, were the efieds of a very reEned and 
a very deep policy* 
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CHAP. XTL 
Retreat tf the PruJJians. 



Two days after the publication of his ma« 
nifefto, during the night between the 50th 
of September and the ift of O&ober, the 
duke of Brunfwick ftruck his camp at La 
Lune» and^ feuding before him his artillery 
and heavy baggage, marched about a league. 
This movement was executed with the 
greateft order. 

Dumouriez inftantly diipatched general 
Dampjerre with a brigade of infantry^ to 
occupy the camp of La Lune, which he 
found full of the carcaflfes of men and horfes. 
The ditches that ferved as neceifaries, were 
full of blood) many unfortunate wretches had 
fallen into, and periihed in them. Dam** 
pierre was immediately obliged to abandon 
this campi that his foldiers might not be in* 

feaed 
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fc£lcd with the terrible epidemic malady that 
had prevailed there. The general alfo fent 
orders to D'Harville to advance immediately 
from Pont-Favergues to Attigqy, whence he 
was to approach Chene-populeux with cau- 
tion, but the fame time with fufficient celerity 
to fall upon the rear guard of the emigrants, 
who would naturally retreslt through this 
defile. He difpatched.an officer as a courier 
through Rhetel to Sedan, with orders for ge- 
neral Miaczinlki to advance with a ftrong 
detachment on the fide of Tannay, with a 
view to harafs them during their march to- 
wards Stenay or Mouzon, on their leaving 
the pafs of ChSne-populeux. He immediately 
fent off general Chazot with four baftaliohs 
and three fquadrons ; he was^ to proceed 
through Rhetel by forced marches^ to affume 
the command of Sedan, and inftantly to take 
the field with four or five thoufand men, 
with whom he was to advance through the 
opening of Carignau, and he was to con- 
cert meafures with general Ligneville, ib as 
to do the greateft dannfage in their pofwer to 
fuch of the Pruffians a$ took the road lead- 
ing to liongwy.^ He k the fame time en- 
joined 
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joined geilcf al Dubouquet;- to - repair frqm 
Frefnes.to Virginy* 

lie once rpore reinforced BeurnonvUle's 
advanced guard on the right, bank , of tho- 
Aifne with twelve battalions, ordering hiai 
con.ftantly to, harafs the enemy on the ,fidc of 
Conde. He commanded general Stengel to 
follow their rear guard as. cloUe as poffiblc, 
.without, ever lofing fight of it, and he rein* 
forced him with all the light horfe qommanded 
by Frechevil^e, who advanced , rapidly, by 
Rapfccpurt and Hans,* towards Mafligc. - 
' I It was agreed upon with. Keller mani), that 
he (houjd pufh' forward the diyifion : undet 
lieutenant-general E)efpres-Craifier, throirgh 
CrQixrren-Champ»gne and Perte^, towards 
ManzQ and Morvaux, and fend general* Vd^ 
Icnce with the carabineers, fomccavalry, and 
his battalion, of grenadiers and qhaffeoirs to 
a£k upon general Stengel's left .flank, direft-. 
ing his march through Ville-fur-Tourbe, 
Challerange, and Brefly* 
, He commanded general Dillon to endea^i 
vouf to advance by Iflettes, as far a3 Cler-i 
moat oh one hand, and to Vare'nnes bjr Li 
Chalade on the other ; to reinforce Neui}}y 
c.- ^: by 



by Paffiivant ; td annoy the enemy in its re- 
treat towards Verdun, and' as foon as he had 
pafied the defiles, to do the utmoft harm ia 
his power to the corfs under the prince de 
Hohenlohe. 

The three bodies commanded by Beurnon- 
ville, Stengel, and Valence, forming together 
more than twenty-five thoufand men, con« 
fifted of the beft troops belonging to the 
whole army, and were conduced by three 
of its moft active generals. It feemed likely^ 
that by difplaying a little boldnefs, and con^ 
certing meafures properly together, they would 
have been able at leaft to have annihilated 
die Pruflian rear guard. 

Dumouriez was obliged to remain during 
the whole of that day in the camp, to make 
the necefiary difpofitions for fuch a great 
movement ; for although he had expected it 
for ibme time, yet the pofition of the enemy 
prevented him from com{^ecing thefe prepa«» 
rations. He ordered all the proviflon de^^ 
tincd for the fupply of his own army, to 
be feht back to Rhetel and Sedan, and thofe 
for the army under Kellermann, to be con«- 
veyed to Bu, He alfo diipatched a courien' 
7 to 
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to Met*, with iojmi4ik)ns that the hcay/ 
urtillety belonguig to Lafayette's ariny» 
which had been> kk bf him in that ctty^ 
ibould fae kept in readinefs for Kellermann^ 

Hearing notbtng of his advanced guard <ia 
the ad, and perceiving that- the Pruifiaiis 
were fufier^ to retire without moIeftation» 
he repairad to the c(^ps under BeurnonviUe^ 
who had only puihed forward a few feebie 
detachments, while he himfelf remained $t 
Vienne-le-Chlteau ; he had received nointek 
ligenee from Stengel, although, according to 
4iis iaftru£|aon^ he ought to have J;:ept up 
a. coraawnication with him. Stengel, on hit 
fide^ had eai^oned his troops along the 
Toprhe^ ao4 coofcM^ed himfelf with coll«&* 
iag a few fbaggltfs* 

He received a letter full of complaiots 
from lieutenant-^general Valence, who, evince 
ing a fuperior degree of ardour and precifioa 
in his movements, had proceeded beyond 
Maffige and engaged the enemy, but hearing 
nothing from either Stengel or Beurnonville, 
he had thought proper to retiieat» The ge^ 
neral fpent. the wbde of that day and ^ the 
^d in reftoring order and good intelligence 

in 



In this advanced guards and he made the 
neceffary difpofitions for sittacking Autry the 
next day, while 'a column of lijght infantry 
and huflars, filing off by Cond^, fhould pe-« 
netrate acrofs the woods to his former camp 
at Grandprey, which was choaked up with 
fick fddiers and baggage. He reinforced the 
pafs of La Chalade with foiir battalions, and 
inftru£ted the commanding officer to pierce 
as far as Varennes, as ibon as he heard a 
cannonade on the fide of Grandprey. 

During the night between the 3d and 
4th, he received 'a note from general! Va- 
lence, enclofing the copy of an order tran£« 
tnitted by general Kellermann ' commanding 
him to rejoin him. Valence obferved, that 
he was well aware there muft be fome 
miftake, but that be was forced to obey, 
and would begin his march immediately. 
Kellermann*s order was dated from Suippe : 
it enjoined Valence to repair to him with- 
out delay, direding his courfe towards Chi- 
lons, as Dumouriez having no further oc* 
cafion for him, he thought proper to fepa« 
rate, and repair to Ch^ons. 

The 
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" I'he gcnfcral was filled with indignatfen at 
ttccivmg' this intelligence, which CQjtnpletely 
iaved the Pftiflians. He hid not concealed 
Any thing froth his colleague, he had com- 
Aiutlicated his movement to him^ and at the 
VQfy moment when their fuccefs was about 
to be completed, he found himfelf abandoned 
without any previous intimation. Beiides 
th!$, Keliermann's march through Suippe 
and Ch^ons was abfurd, for.his baggage be- 
ing at Vitry^ and Lorraine being the place of his 
deilination^ his road lay through Vitry, Re- 
vigny-aux-VacheSjior Clermont. After fuch 
a defedtion> he faw no reafon for remaining 
any longer on terms with Kellernaann* 

The general replied to Valence^ that Kel- 
lermann and himfelf were both under his 
orders fo long as the armies regained tc^e- 
ther, that he prohibited him from falling 
back upon Suippe, but on the contrary, com- 
tnanded him to refume his pofition, as the 
advanced guard to Stengel's left flank, and to 
jfoUow the operations already intimated to 
hiip. He tranfniitted to Kellermann a copy 
of the order which he had forwarded to Va- 
lence, and he charged Devaux^ his aide-de- 
Vol. III. P camp, 



camp, with ttie difyatcb* He'^aUb {eat 
copies of the whole correfpoadcnce to the 
eommiffioners of the convention, who wero 
at St. Menehoiddy be&eching them at tJtM 
&me time to join their orders to his^. an4 
complaining bitterly of KeUermaon^s y^y 
extraordirary condud;» 

Valence informed the general, tijat he wa9 
exceedingly perplexed how to decide between 
two orders fi) contrary to each otber^ )nd 
two authorities which he equally recognized s 
that the moA direct one in cefpe^fc to hiii% 
was Kellcrmann's ; that he was well awaire 
his order was improper, but that he cduI4 
not ad ii) the. teeth of it ; that he would 
halt where he then was; and that having 
tranfmitted to his general the injunctions he 
had received, accompanied by his own re* 
prefentation^, he entertained hopes that i% 
would be fpcedily countermanded* Du- 
mouriez could not but approve of Valcnce^s 
condu€t ; he himfelf had faved his Qountry 
by cxprefs difobcdicnce during the whole of 
his campaign : but it is a very delicate fciencC| 
to difobey at the proper moment. 

Kellermann was reduced to a flate of cqq* 

iteirnation 
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ftertlatiott it the r^roaches of Dutnouriez^ 
and the f«rk>08 remonftratices of coloneL 
Devaux; he wept, made proteftations^ and 
wrote a letter of excufe* The Gommiffioners, 
who had juf): arrived at his army^ completed, 
the cdnfufioQ that prevailed in his poor head ; 
he returned ta his former campi and com* 
manded Valence to refume his pofition^ and 
to execute every thing enjoined him by 
Dumourie^ Valence endeavoured by means 
of his activity to repair the evils produced 
by bi& retrograde movement ; he accordingly 
puflied forward to Vouxicrs, where he de^ 
feated a fmall rear guard, and feized on fome 
baggage, and a few ftragglers. General 
Miaczinikij who lay in^ambufli near Tannay^ 
with eight or nine hundred men, furprized 
the emigrants, cannonaded, put them to 
flight, and took fome of their baggage; had he 
ufed lefs precipitation, he would have done 
more damage to them. 

The light troops under Bcurnonville entered 
Grandprey, and extended as far as Buzancy ; 
they took a few miore prifoners, and pillaged 
feme baggage ; but they had the fagacity to 
permit feveral waggons filled with iick to 
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retire uhmokftcd. Thefe unfortunate wrctchci 
wetc dying ; many perilhed alfo from hun- 
ger in the woods ; thofe who furrender- 
ed thenifelvcs were famiflied, and enfee- 
bled ; their bodies were fwellcd^' and their 
livid countenances difplayed a green or black 
hue. The French foldiers evinced much 
humanity towards them. 

An epidemick malady raged in the village 
of Grandprey, where the Pruffiaos had cfta- 
blifhed their hofpital ; they had interred up- 
wards of three thoufand of their troops 
there. The route of this unfortunate army 
might be traced by the bodies of men and 
of horfes, which crowded the road. The 
peafants killed all thofc who ilir^yed from 
the army, and avenged themfelves of the 
eacbefles committed on the part oftbePrufEanS' 
and emigrants, by pillaging their baggage. 

The general having thus feen the Pruffian 
army efFeft its efcape, in confequence of a 
falfe movement on the part of KcUcrmann, 
he refleftcd on the beft means of purfuing- 
them. ]L)illon had paffed the defiles, and 
was haraning the army under the prince of 
Hohenlohe> which having fuffered lefs than 
- . that 
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thatof the king of PruiHa, although attacked 
by the fame malady, was better able to reiift- 
It was neccffary, therefore, to fupport that 
general, who, in confequence of pufhing the 
enemy too clofely, might be beaten. 

He commanded KeUermann to file dong 
by Clermont, and in the inftruftions tranf- 
mitted to, Dillon, he put him under his 
orders, while they purfued the Pruflians ia 
conjundtion. He at the fame time defired 
Valence to pafs through la Croix-aux-bois, and 
rejoin his commander in chief, 

He. enjoined general d*Harville to be at 
ChSne-populeux on the 7th, where he was 
to entrench himfelf, for his troops confiding 
of aew levies were very irregular, and fubjeft 
to panic terrour, and mutiny, as well as thofe 
ynder general Dubouqutt. He fent tbii,, 
general with four new battalions, to Joia > 
lieutenant-pgeneral Chazot at Sedan, who 
with the help of thefe numerous reinforc?* 
pients formed a fptiall army. 

On the 6th, he left his camp at St, Mcne* 
houldf and advanced towards Vouziers, 
where he arrived on the 8th. The caftle, 
in which h? ilepty had ferved s^s the head 
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quarters of the two brothers of Loxris XVT. 
The doors of the apartaynts where they 
lodged were ftill marked with chalk; tho 
princes had kept open table there. The iti» 
habitants told him, that a few days before 
his arrivaU the king of pruffia, whofe head 
quarters were at Ternies, had fcnt for thefe 
princes, and fevcrcly reproached them, on 
account of the falfe hopes they haA infpired 
him with, and that they had returned in the 
courfe of the evening, with all the fymptonis* 
pf the mpft violent chagrin. He does not 
vouch for the authenticity of this anecdote- * 

Two motives obliged the general to carry 
his army to Vouziers. The firfl:, that he 
was forced to avoid Grandprey^ which had 
been converted into a cemetrey replete with 
peftilcntial exhalations, The fccond, thiat 
he was obliged to abandon the purfuit of the 
pruflians to Kellermann and Pillon, in ordef 
to fly to the relief of Lifle. 

The different r^einforcements received by 
him had : increafed his army to eighty thou-^ 
fand men. With Kellermann, 'in addition 
to his own army of more than twenty-five 
^hpufand, he left the corps under Dillon con- 
7 filing 
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£i)ing of about twenty five tbobfand ; th« 
troops under Cbazot of ieven or eight thott«> 
iand ; and thofeaiiembled at Chalons, Troyea, 
and Vitiy, which might amount to ten 
thousand more, newly levied^ and of an 
inleriour kind indeed^ but he might have 
thrown ^lem into the fortified towns, by way 
of replacing fucK of the troops of the Kn<i 
as he might have occafion to draught Urom 
their garrifons. Thus Kellermanti had in 
fad, nearly fifty thoufand men under his 
command, which he might have increafed^. 
in the fpace of a week, to at kaft feventy 
thoufand. He had a train of battering ar* 
tiUery to retake Verdun and Longwy^ 
provifion in his rear, and every thing he 
could deiire, to complete the total ruin of 
the Pruflians* The commiffioners of the 
convention were alfo along with him, who 
would put all the civil authorities at his 
difpofal. 

The general, in a feries of inflru£Uons 
which he tranfmitted to him, advifed (for 
after their feparation he could no longer 
vrd^r him) to allow general Dillon to ad 
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fey himfelf againft the rear guard of tfic 
Pruflians, and to advance by a rapid marcH 
behind Etain and Gondrecourt, towards 
Longuyon, and after pafling the Cume, to 
leave that river between him and the enemy. 
Had he followed this advice, the retreat 
of the Pruffians woul4 have been entirely cut 
off. 

He announced to him that thp Pruffian 
army, which was reduced to the moftderf 
'plprable iituation, would not retain poiTeilioii 
of Verdun and Longwy, but during the 
time neceffary to fend off their heavy ar« 
tillery, their baggage, and their fick; and 
that being deftitute of provifion, and having 
but very little ammunition, they would not 
endanger the garrifons of thcfe two places^ 
>vhich they would certainly evacuate: that 
therefore it would be unneceflary to attack 
thefe, and highly proper to get the ftart of 
them upon the frontiers. 

After giving him this advice, which was 
pdt followed, he difpatched Beurnonville on 
the 1 2th, with the troops belonging tQ 
glanders, which, inconfequcnceof rfcinforce- 

ments^ 
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Eocnts, formed a body of twenty* two thou- 
iand men. He fent general d'Harvillc to 
take upon him the command of the camp 
at Maubeuge, and reinforced it with about tea. 
thoufand men. Lieutenant-general Lanoue 
had been falfely accufed by the jacobins^ and 
the commiflioners of the convention, without 
any further examination, had ordered this 
Tefpe£t:able old man to be imprifoned in a 
dungeon at Douay, chooiing rather to de- 
prive the fervice of his experience, than not 
to prejudge him guilty. , 

Beurnonville employed the fame celerity 
lo this march as he had difplayed during the 
former. Setting out from Vouziers on the 
1 2th of October, during a moft ftormy fca-^ 
ion, he arrived on the 21 ft at Valenciennes. 
Dumouriez at the fame time went to Paris, 
which he reached on the 15th. 

The retreat of the Pruffians from Cham- 
pagne was made with the utmoft order, and 
with great good fortune. The king of 
^JH^fSa diftingui^hed himfelf perfonally on 
this: oecafion, marching conftantly along 
with tlie rear guard, and difplaying as much 

courage 
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courage as he exhibited daring the en- 
gagement at Valmy, where he prefented 
himfelf at the head of his cx>luinQS* Tfai^ 
army would have fuffered very fevepdy* 
during its paffage through the defile erf 
Grandprey, if generd Dumouriea* van guard 
had executed his orders with vigour aod 
preci(ion» and if Kelkrmann h^ ndt ^u^& 
pended the purfuit during a period of thirty* 
fix hours, in confequence of his very Gul^ 
pable movement towards Suippe.. 

Kellermann woiild have completed the cuin 
of this army during its retreat from Verdun, 
through Luxembourg, and the counliy «if 
Treves, if, inilead of remaining in conjuodion 
with Dillon, on purpofe to follow its rear 
guard coolly and deliberately, he had coc^ 
^rmed to ^he inAru<£lions of general JDu^ 
mouriez, aiid advanced with ra|ndi(y agaiaft 
its right flank* In place of this bold and 
decifive movement, he jdlawtd himielf tobe 
juiiufed with conferences, and deemed hitOf- 
ielf exceedmgly happy in ^eing the Prui|gi» 
evacuate the French terrttories, and in xt> 
ceiving from them tbofe towns which ih^y 

were 
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-tvere unabk to garrifon. He confidercd 
himfclf as too weak, aUhough at the head 
of more than fifty thoufand men replete 
with cotrrage, and with healthy and he loft 
his fcnfes to fo great a degree, that the 
commiflioners difpatched a courier to the 
general at. Paris, ordering him to return with 
his army, to defend that part of the country, 
which the Pruffians threatened to reconquer. 
They at the fame time rendered him refpon- 
fiUe for events. 

He told them in reply, that he would 
willingly charge himfelf ^yith the wholts 
refponfibility ; that before he could poflibly 
ifejoin them, they would be no longer em- 
barrafTed with the Pruffian army; and that 
as to himfelf, he was about to fet off, on 
purpofe to fave Flanders, and conquer the 
]Low Countries. 

This lucky retreat on the part of the 
Pruffians, the departure of Dumouricz, the 
flownefs evinced by Kellermann in the pur- 
fiut, and the evacuation without a fiege 
of Verdun apd Longwy, which every body 
believed the enemy would be able to pre- 
ierve, have fandioned the fables which 

were 
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were fpread abroad relative to the nega« 
tiations at 3t, Menehould, fables which he 
has refuted, as beiiig equally injurious to 
the Pruffian monarch and his generalsi as to 
the French commanders* 
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CHAP. ^1. 
Events in the Northern Department. 



' We have already feen that all the French 
forces dcftined to defend the northern de- 
partment, which is the neareft frontier to 
Paris, confifted, in addition' to the feeble 
garrifons, of forty-five battalions and twenty 
fquadrons, divided among three camps. 
Duke Albert of Saxe Tefcheri, after* having 
detached general Clerfait, had but few troops ' 
on this frontier, and was incapable of at- 
tempting great enteirprifes. Accordingly the 
weaknefs' being nearly equal on each fide, 
both the parties remained on the defen- 
five. 

The duke of Tefchen had however en- 
deavoured to invade the French territories, 
and had encamped for fome time mt St. Vafl: 
near Bavai; but he foon after retired to 

Mons, 
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Mons, where he remained in tranquillity. 
He hovPever reinforced the camp of Trinity 
tiear Tournay, and that* of Bury, which 
was oppofed to the can^p of Maulde* 

Lieutenant-general Labourdonnaye com- 
manded in the department of the north, in 
the abfcnce of general Duraouricz. He had 
under his orders lieutenant-general Lanoue, 
who commanded the camp of Maubeuge, ge- 
neral Duval, who commanded at Pontnfur- 
Sambre, and lieutenant-general Bcumonvt}!^ 
w ho comnoanded the camp of Maulde« Litu^ 
tenant- general Morcton, at the head of the 
ftaffof the ^northern army, was charged, ia 
company with the commiiIary«-general Malu^^ 
to continue the preparations for aflembting 
the army, which the general wiihed to have 
ready to enter the Low Countriesf in the. 
courfe of that very year, in cafe he fuc-^ 
ccedcd in driving the Pruflians from Cbam«v , 
pagne^ or to march with it, as a laft: 
refource, to the fuccour of Paris, (hould the 
Pruflians make too much progrefs. 

The rapidity with which Longwy waf 
taken, thctconfternation which he found pre^ 
valent in Champagne, the diforganifation of 

Lafayette's 
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Lafayctte*a army, its fecblcnefs, its difordeft 
and the wapt of every other refource for re- 
fiftirjg fo formidable an army as that which 
oppofed hitQ^ bad obliged him to alter all his 
plans» aad to fend for general Duval and the 
troops in the^camp of Pont-fur-Sambre, to 
enfeeble at the fame time the camp of Mau- 
beuge,^ and not to leave with Lanoue any 
more than the number of troops neceflary 
for a fyftem ftridly defenfive. 

Two days afterwards, being ftill better 
acquainted with the enormous fupcriority of 
the enemy, expeding that Verdun would 
make but ;a very forry defence, reckoning 
but little on the affiftance of marflial Luck- 
ner,. whofe age and want of inclinatioh en- 
.gendered doubts, and judging that thefafety 
of France depended on the pofleffion of the 
defiles of Argonne, he found. himfclf obliged 
to call: in general BeurnonviUe to his, affift- 
ance with twelve battalions, three fquadrons, 
and all the light troops belonging to the 
' canap of Maulde. 

General Labourdonnaye, who was fuppofed 
to poflefs great talents, and who has fince 
given the lie to this falfe reputation, had been 

fent 
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fcnt for to Paris by the ifliniftcr ScrVan, td 
command a central army, and he had be£n 
afterwards difpatched to Chilons, where it 
was to aflcmble* Accordingly the northern 
department being entirely ftripped of troops^ 
was alfo left deflitute of a commander, and 
Moreton, who remained at the head quarters 
at Valenciennes, was entrufted to tranfmit 
the orders of the general to the commanding 
ofiBcers of the camps* 

During the latter part of the month of 
Auguft, the Imperialifls made feveral vigorous 
attacks pn the camp of Maulde, but they 
had been always fuccefsfuUy repulfe^ by the 
brave Beurnonville. Dumouriez was igno* 
rant of this circumftance, but he had forefecn, 
when he fent him orders to join him, that this 
camp, which was indifferent enough in it- 
felf, being enfeebled by the lofs of twelv6 
battalions, and flill more by that of the 
general who had hitherto defended it fo .well, 
and who alone was acquainted with its flrong 
and weak points^ would not be able to hold 
out witt] a dozen of battalions under another 
commanden 

Th» 
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This, camp is only feparated by the Scarpe 
from another, and far better pofition, that of 
Bruille. The Scarpe forms a jundtion with 
the Scheldt at the bridge of Mor^agne. The, 
Scheldt flows from Conde to Mortagne : . the 
Scarpe, from Su Amand to the fame place. At 
their confluence is the end of a bridge which* ^ 
may be very eafily defended ; behind is Chd- 
teau-rAbbaye, which is an exceeding good 
poft. In the rear of Chateau-rAbbaye is a 
height, in the . centre of which ftands the 
mill of Gourdin ; part of it forming the right 
of the camp, tern^inates at the village of 
Bruille, and the left at the village of Ni- 
velle. Neither of thefe rivers is fordable, the 
borders too are marfhy on both fides, . and as 
the ground rifes towards the centre,' they can 
be commanded either- by the fixed or move- 
able -batteries of the army encamped at. Bru- 
ille^ or rather at the mill of Gourdin* Be- 
hind the right wing of the camp is the vil- 
lage of Conde; in the rear of the centre is 
the foreft of St. Amand, and in the, rear of 
the left flank is the town of the fame name. 

To abandon the camp of Maulde was a 
great facrifice, as it protedfcd the noble plain' 
bounded by Lifle, Douay, St.. Amand, and 
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Orchics. The laft of thefc would then na-^ 
turally fall into thi? Jiands of the enemy. St. 
Araand, which is a very weak port, although 
fupportcd by the camp of Bruille, muft alfo be 
forced to fuccumb after a few days refiftance, 
but the troops had^n opportunity of retreating 
towards Valenciennes, and the dangers of 
France were then too imminent to hefkate at 
the trifling confideration of the devaftation of 
the plains of Flanders, provided the fafety of 
the fortified towns could be afcertained, and 
ih regard to them there was no danger what- 
ever, as the duke of Tefchcn had not a fuf- 
ficient number of troops to undertake fieges, 
Dumouriez had forefeenall the difavantages 
refulting from the weakening of the camp of 
Maulde ; but being forced by imperious ne- 
ceffity, at the time he tranfmitted orders for 
Beurnonville's departure, he had authorifed 
Moreton immediately to transfer the camp in 
qucftion to Bruille, and to confine himfelf 
to the defence of the banks of the Scheldt 
and the Scarpe, between Conde and St.* 
Amand, taking care to fortify the entrance 
into St. Amahd^ on purpofe to keep up the 
communication between Valenciennes and 
^ousijf at leaft by the other fide of the 
6 canal 



. ( ^^7 ) 

Cunal of Marchiennes, if he were deprived of 
'that of OrchiesA He had orders, in fine, 
ihould his* garrifon proye tpo feeb|e, to re- 
inove even the camp of Bruille, and to re- 
inforce them with the troops belonging to 
it. How6vcr, as the newly levied battalions 
were affembling at Soiflbns^, and as it wa? 
poffible, that the arn>y of Flanders might be ^ 
reinforced in the mean time, he left it at 
Moreton*s option to continue the canip at 
Bruilie, and even not to remove that of 
Maulde, if he thought he had a fufficient n 
number of troops to defend it. 

Thefe orders arrived at Valenciennes oa 
the I ft of September, and on the night be- 
fore, Beurnonville had experienced and re- 
pulfed a fharp attack on the part of the 
enemy. Moreton, who was very brave, 
was alfo very well acquainted vv^ith military 
details ; but he had never feen fervice, an4 
was totally ignorant of the art of war. 

He immediately affembled a council of war, 
confifting of all the general officers ; the firft 
queftion was, whether in the prefeqt ftate 
of affairs, BeurnonviUe -(hould be fuffered to 
depart. Several general officers were of opi- 
0^2 * nit>n 
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liioti that he ought not ; they had the ex-* 
ample of general Dumouriez himfelf, to juf- 
tify them, but the cafes were not fimilan 
Beurnonville put an end to the cx)nteft, by 
producing his orders, and fwearing that be 
would execute them. The fecond propo- 
fition was,, whether they (hoiild preferve the 
camp of Maulde, or, in compliance with the 
general's inftrudions, transfer it to Bruille. 
The latter was unanimoufly refolved upon. 
Beurnonville then returned to his camp, 
where, in confequence of the orders of the 
commander in chief, he left Berneron, the 
head of his ftafF, and he himfelf fet out 
next day for Rhetel. 

Moreton iffued his orders for the removal 
of the camp. This operation was far from 
being difficult, for there was not a quarter 
of a league's march from one pofition to 
the other. The Auftrians, however, were ap- 
prifed of the intended movement. On the 
Scheldt, between Conde and Mortagne, were 
feveral large flat-bottomed boats laden with 
forage. Orders had been rGTued not to per- 
mit thefe boats to lie along fide of each 
other, bccaufe two of them, if thus placed, 

would 
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would reach acrofs thje river, and fervc 
all the purpofcs of a bridge. The Au- 
ftrians taking advantage of the negligence 
of the French, paffed over thefe boats in 
the riianner already indicated, and one 
xrolumn attacked Chatpau-rAbbaye while 
another aflaulted the cimp of Maulde, 
The French being taken by furprife at the 
jnomcnt when they wpre bufied in decamp- 
;rig, and not haying a fingle naan of abilities 
jto rally thfm, abandpned their tents, bag- 
g^ge- waggons, ai^d cannon, and falling into 
diforder, threw themfelves iqto ^t* An^and, 
Cpnde, Valenciennes,, and even Bouchain. 

The ImperaUfts, profiting by their fuccefs, 
affailed St. Amand on alj fides, during that 
very day, and carried it. The garrifqn of 
Orchies (beltered itfelf at Douay, and the 
enemy got pofleflion of the whole flat coun- 
try. Moreton wifhed tQ recall Beurnon- 
ville, who told him in reply, that he. could 
not remedy the evil which had occurred ; 
that he had no manner of occafion to be 
afraid for -the fortified places, and that, there- 
fore, he would continue his march^ He did 
pght. The people of Valenciennes were 
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eager to hang Moreton ; and the totnmif^ 
doners from the convention were refolved to 
cafliier him ; he however produced the orders 
of the commander in chief, and by that means 
cfcaped. 

The rout at the camp of Maulde made' ^ 
great noife in Paris : but the dread of*th:fc 
Pruffians occupied the people's minds ftill 
more. Dumouriez informed the miijifter at 
war, that it would be neceffary to fend Labour- 
donnaye to the army of the north, with k 

. commiffioh as commander in chief, and alfb 
to transfer to the porthem department all 
the battalions tliat had been affembled at Soif- 
fons, which might be diftributed among the 
fortified towns; that Labourdonnaye could 
watch the motions of the enemy; draw from 
fuch of the, places as wer^ leaft in danger 

^a few troops in order to form a fmall flying 
camp, with which he might hover about, 
and harafs the duke of .Tefchen, if' he en- 
tered France with an army; and that as to 
the pillage that might 'enfue, this was a 
niisforturie for which the nation could in- 
demnify the inhabitants, 
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ThjB duke of Tefchcn in the courfe of ^ 
fortnight afterwards, by way of naaking a 
lifeful divterfion, and perhaps, in coafequcnce 
of falfe intelligence, p^^clwuted hinnfelf be- 
fore Lide with twenty- five thoufand men^ 
an4 a pumerous artillery* He (Jid not pre-^ 
tend to hiefiege it, for his troops were not 
ifuflSciently numerous, .but a coup de main 
he thought might poijibly fucceed,. as* tho- 
garrifon was feeble, and anarchy prevalent. 
Rualt, who commanded in the place, Champ^ 
morin at the head of the engineers, and 
Guifcard, colonel of artillery, were well 
able to defend it, but they were not .obeyed. 
The duke of Tefchen fubje<9;ed it to a violent 
bombard men tt 

This pretended fiege of J^ifle was carried 
on with the greateft vigour at the epoch of 
the retreat of the Pruffians ; the general 
therefore was extremely eager to fet out in 
order to relieve that important place. . The 
more confiderable the. town was, the more 
did he dread -the example of Longwy and 
Verdun. Had this city, which is the capital of 
Flandejs, been fubdued, more than a hundred 
thouftnd men muft have been employed, and 
0^4 upwai^ds 
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wards of fix months confumcd, in order to 
recapture it. 

The ungrateful people, who had forgotten 
their deliverance from the Pruffians, rendered 
him refponfible for events that occurred at 
eighty leagues diftance from him. In fine, 
it was far more important for France to 
fave Lifle, than to purfue the Pruflians ; and 
this is what determined Dumouriez to re- 
fign this talk to Kellermann, while he him^' 
ielf marched into Flinders, 
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This cafmpaign deferves the attention of 
all military men. The particulars of it are 
inftrudive, and deferve to be ftudiedJ Its (in- 
gularity has been long an hiflorical problem,^ 
even to thbfe who fervcd during it ; the 
pifture which it prefents is truly extra- 
ordinary. A French general at the head of 
a great party, and who had been the idol 
of his natidn, revolts again ft the legiflativc 
power, become the fole reprefentative, in 
confequence of the captivity of the king; 
he afterwards flees ; his army, confifting of no 
more than twenty-three thpufand men, def- . 
titute of leaders and fuperiour officers, re- 
gains in a ftate of difbrganization, and con- 
fternation. At the fame time a powerful 
king, at the head of eighty thoufand men, 
enters France, and two fortified towns fur- 
render 
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render without attempting to make a defence* 
A' general but little known, and who had 
never before afted as a commander in chief, 
arrives, and alTames a very ftrong pofition ; 
he is forced fror© it and furroundcd ; he 
efcapes, faves his :army, notwithftanding its 
momentary diforder, occupies a fecond camp, 
and is there enveloped by the enemy, which 
^ets bet ween hhn and Paris. This for^nidsble 
enemy, although at no more th^n fix leagues 
diftance frpm ChAloos, and ten from RheimSi 
does aot: even penetrate *to Chylous and 
Rheims^ lofps near thirty thoufand njen, out 
of which opjy t wothoufand vH the moft fell by 
ihc fword, evacuates the tvvo fortified places 
which it had taken, and -retreats into Ger^- 
many. All thefe events, which border, qh 
the marvellous^ occur within Ipfs than fiK 
weeks, ^.and France is refcued from one of 
the gieateft dangers recorded in her annals. 

The details which have been given explaiq 
how a feries of faults pr6duced a fiaccqijioa 
of xnisfortunes. The Pruffian army entered 
France in the perfuafion, th^t it had not any 
difficulty to encounter. Its firft fuccefles 
completely confirmed it in this errour, which 
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had beea f)ropagated by tfacemigrantSi They 
dfeeming ihemfeives certain in tefpeft to their 
intelligeiice^ ahhounccd too great ^ degree 
of confidence^ and promifed far too much^ 
which oCcafioned them to receive many dif-^ 
a^eeable rubs from this army. 

The principal faults committed by the 
Pruflians were : 

i^. After the ca^ure of Longwy, not to 
have attacked Montmedy at th^ feene timfe a« 
VerdoA, if they wiflied to conquer Erancb 
^foot t)y foot, commence a regular war, and 
•infore winter quarters and a fafe retreat* 
They had more troops than ivere neceflarjr 
for this pufpofci » 

2d. They were acquainted with Lay^ 
ifeyette's rebellion^ and fubfequent defertion 
itvith his general officers, and thofe belong- 
-Jng to his ftafF. This event was exceedingly 
important. He had arrived on the 21ft, 
Lbngw'y was taken on the 22d, why did 
hot they inftarttly piilh forward a body of 
thirty thoufand men towards Stenai and Mou- 
55on, on purpofe.to attack this army while 
deftitute of leaders, and at the time when it 
)vas in a ft»te of confteniation, in order dt 
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leaft, to draw over the troops of the line, as 
the emigrants had informed them how eaiily 
they might have been gained ? It is certain, 
that if between thef i^d and 28thy a body 
of the enemy's troops had prefented itfelf 
before Mouzon, the French army would 
have difbanded ; perhaps indeed, if a few of 
the officers belonging to the old government, 
.who were, well known to, and efteemicd by 
the foldiers, and there were fome of thefe in 
.the army of the princes, had prefented them- 
felves with a fimple detachment, they might 
have feduced part of the troops of the line, and 
-efpccially the cavalry. 

When it is refolved to invade a country 
.tcfrn to pieces in confequence of a revolution, 
,when a great party is fuppofed to be favour- 
able to their wishes, when they would refcue 
a king from his fetters, and when a cam.- 
paign has been commenced at too late a 
period, the invaders, more efpecially if pro- 
vided with a great army, ought to multi- 
ply their force by means of their celerity, and 
dart like a thunderbolt towards the* capital, 
that the people intended to be fubjedecj may 
. not be left time for recolledion. It wa§ ii^- 
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ceflary to begin by taking Longwy, and at- 
tacking Thionville, in order to conceal the 
point of invafion, and render the defenfive 
fyftem uncertain, and divided. But as foon 
as Longwy was taken, they ought, on learn- 
ing the news of Lafayette's flight, to have 
marched inftantly againft Mou2on and Sedan, 
on .purpofe either to have diffipated, or gained 
ovqr the French army. This wpujd have 
been a mafter ftroke, and it was alfb con- 
formable to the rules of the military art ; for 
this army being ^Mice deftroyed, there re- 
mained no other obftacle, either in the way 
of a methodical warfare, or the expedition 
to Paris. 

3d. The Pruffians attacked Verdun with 
fifty thoufand men, while general Clerfait, with 
an army of obfervation, occupied the right 
hand fide of the Meufe. There was no 
manner of occafion for fo large an army 
to attack Verdun, which could not be 
fuccoured from any quarter, for Luckner 
was kept in check by the body of troops under 
the prince de Hohenlohe, and Dumouriez 
by that under Clerfait., After taking Verdun, 
it was the intention of the cjuke of Brunf- 
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wick to lead his army to Paris, £)Uririg 
the fiege of the former place, he ought to 
have^etached general Kalkreuth, with twenty 
thoufand men, • to take pofleflioQ of the de^ 
files of Argonne. 

By this movement the duke of Brunfwick 
would have made himfelf mader of the fo^ 
rage along the banks of the rivers Aire and 
Aifne, and forced the French to have retired 
with all pofiible fpeed from before Sedan, 
in order to reach Rheims, by pafiing through 
Rhetel : as the iiege of Verdun continued no 
longer than two days, oA the third or fourth 
he could have relieved general Kalkxeuth's 
army in the pofition of St. Menehould, and 
that general might then have advanced to 
ChMons, where he would have found very 
large magazines. The Pruffians, when once 
matters of the Marne, would have been abun* 
dantly fupplied with every thing. 

4rh. The army of obfervation under gene- 
ral Clerfait, the moment that it.perceived ge- 
neral Dumourtez'sjnovementdirefled towards 
Stenai, ought to have fupported that poft, 
on purpofe to have had an opportunity of 
croffing the Mcufe/and of purfuing the 

French 
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French general. It was even ftrong enough 
to have croffed the Meufe, an4 marched 
againft him, or at leaft to have aflumed a 
^ pofition acrofs this little plain, covering itfelf 
at the fame time by means of the wood of 
Neuville. In this pofition it would have had 
the defile of Grandprey behind it, which Du- 
mouriez could not have reached without an 
attack, and this was not the time to hazard a 
battle with a feeble and diforganized army, 
which was however the fole refource. of 
France, more efpecially when he had no . 
more ammunition than was fufficient for au 
fehgagement of four hours. 

General Cle^fait would have then feen, 
that Dumouriez wiflied to gain the defile 
of Grandprey; he would accordingly have 
interoepted thp paflage, and would have 
forced him to return in order to pro- 
ceed through Chene-populeux. General 
Cleffait might then have advanced to Grand- 
prey, and by taking poft at Vouziers, he 
would have had the Aifne between him and 
,ihc French general, and have thus cut off 
iiis communication with Chalons. 

5. All 
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5th. All thefc faults were committed, Ver- 
dun was taken on the 2d, and Dumouriez 
did not arrive until the 4th in the camp of 
Grandprey. Why did the duke of Brunf- 
wick lofe fix precious days at Verdun ? and 
why did not he march inftantly to Grand- 
prey, to difiodge the French before they had 
'time to fortify themfelves ?. Why did he 
npt know, that from want of troops, general 
Dumouriez had been obliged to leave the 
pafiage of Chene-populeux open ? Why did 
not he order general Clerfait to advance thi- 
ther with rapidity, and thence march to At- 
tigny, to oblige Dumouriez to abandon his 
pofitibn ? 

6th, He attacked the paffes of Grandprey, 
la Chalade, and Iflettes, faintly and to no pur- 
^pofe ; a negle£E on the part of the French 
general laid open to him the paflage of ' 
Croix-aux-bois ; general Clerfait furprized 
the troops there, and made hinifelf maf- 
ter of this defile, after two days engager 
ment. Then wias the time to have profited 
by this vi£lory, in confequence of which 
general Dumouriez was hemmed in, and 
to have driven from Vouziers the body of 
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troops tmdef general Chazot, who hsdjiift 
been defeated. General Glerfait might have 
afterwards furrdunded the height^ of Vacot 
and Autiy without any ri(k, becanfe the 
river would have been between him and the 
French, who would have been inevitablj 
ruined. 

7th. Not only, was the French general fuf* 
fered to efcape and make an incredible re* 
treat, which ought to have been forefeen^ 
as it was the only chance left ;« but they 
did not caufe him to be. pUrfued unlefs by 
a few huffars, and negledted to put them- 
felves in a fituation to take advantage of a 
pahick terrour that occurred in his army, or 
of the dKforder that followed ; and they alfb 
permitted him to take quiet poflfeflion of the 
excellent camp of St. Menehould, where he 
was allowed time to effedl his two junc* 
tions, 

8th. They loft one day more in following 
him, which gave him time to receive the 
.reinforcements under Beurnonville, for if the 
king of Pruiiia had appeared on the morn-» 
irig of the 19th, on the heights of Valmy 
ind Gizaucourt^ inftead of parading there on 
: Vol. III. R the 
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the 20th, Beurnonville would hive made a 
retrograde march to Chdions, and Kellermann 
to Bar. Dumouricz would then have been 
actually furrounded a fecond time, as he could 
not abandon the* portion of St. Menehould 
for fear of opening the paflage of Iflettes to 
the prince of Hohenlohe, 

ptb. Why, after the firft ineffcftual attempts 
to force the pafTage of Iflettes, did the duke 
of Brunfwick obilinately perfift in allowing 
the prince de Hohenlohe to remain ina&ive ? 
and why did he not fend him to Bar t6 
prevetit Kellermann*s march, to open the 
way into a rich and fruitful country, well 
calculated for the fubfiftcnce of the troops, 
and to menace Vitry and Troyes, which Du- 
mouriez could not have fufficicntly covered 
without leaving Rheims and Chalons unpro* 
tefted ? 

loth. On the 20th in the morning, an 
erfour on the part of Kellermann put the 
duke of Brunfwick in a fituation to beiat 
that general in the fight of his colleague, as 
Hannibal formerly defeated Mlnutius in the 
prefeace of Fabius. He very phlegmatically 
commenced ^a ufelefs camionade, which 

coft 
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coft him fpme tpep, and Ibft four inefti- 
mablc hoiirsj iaftead of deciding the affair im- 
mediately by afudden attack > . thc/uccefs of 
which was infaliibki and . the attempt not 
dangerous, as his retreat was fecured. 

I ith. But this fault originated in another ftill 
more important ohCt The duke of Briinf- 
wick having fucceedcd in forcing general Du- 
raouriez from his poft of Grandprey, .^ he 
ought to'have calculated, that, oii affumihg 
that pofition,.h€ muft have eftabliflied his 
ovens and npagazines at Chalons, and Chat 
that place was his place of arm^, and the 
repofitory of his fuccours of all kinds. Chi- 
Ions is a large ftraggling town, all the houfcs 
of which are built with wopd, and is inca- 
pable of making any refiftance* The troops 
tinder Beurnonville, which had arrived. there 
after a hard and uninterrupted march of fifteen 
days^ were greatly haraflcd, and confequently ^ 
incapable of making any defence. The new 
levies. at Chilons and the camp of TEpinc 
would have only increafed the confternatlon • 
and diforder* Inftead^ pf parading before the 
camp: ;of St. M6nehould, the duke of Brunf- 
wick would have exhibited a decifive ftroke 
i R 2 of 
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of geniiis, had he advanced with his whole 
army ftraight forwards to Chalons, and noade 
a rapid attack on whomever ho might have 
found there. In that cafe, he would have 
certainly difperfcd the troops, aiKl feizedon 
all the magazines. 

Dumouriex would then have had no other 
r«fource left, thaa to have inftantly aban- 
doned the camp of St. Menehould and the 
defile of Iflettes, to baA^ efcaped hy the 
way of Pahvant and Revignjr, to have joined 
KeUermifiin^ aiid t^ have crofled' the Mame . 
at yitrjr endeavouring by long marches to 
have gained the banks of the Seine,- thus aban^ 
donicrg the whote of Champagne. Prince 
Hohenfohe would have then proceeded by 
St« Menehould, and efie£ted his jundion,anti. 
the Pruflian army being abundantly fopplted 
with provifion, could have earried the war 
into the very heart of France; The cootx* 
ter-revxriutionary party, .which aaiwlly ex*- 
i0e^,. would then have decided itfelf, and ft 
civil war being added to the efforts of a 
formidable army, it is, to beprefomed, that 
a. cQunter*revolutian would h^ve bften^ «ft- 
fckStcdt 

Dumouricz 
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Dumouriez had forjBf^eB this dingerj he 
had pitched u^oi} the caiQp pf St. Menebould^ 
9fk:pwpo1h tQ aittraf^ the attention ofi the 
duke of Bruitfwiok, . and prevwt him fmm 
making At briflc attack on Chalons, becau& 
he had cakulaHed * that this general /not 
choofing to leave an army behind him, wouKl 
Ibive to didodgc it, hchtki h^ huirched ten 
>yards the Marnt. • But: he had conic Jto >i( 
determination^ in cafe the duke of flririif- 
wick had advanced xHrediy towairds Ch&lonk^^ 
to facrifice Dillon, whom he would haim 
left at Iflettes, and to have proceeded to 
Chilons by a forced march, with a view of 
anticipating > the. - Pruffians at the; camp. o£ 
FEpme, where h^ would* have found the fo/^j 
under Beurnoniville^ : and ga£ten KeUermanii 
to join him. He had theadVaritage:o£Qii(3 
long march over the ; Profliahs, but hia 
army was little ufcd to manoeuvres^ > and 
between Auve* and Chilons there wer*^ fix 
feagues ^of a plaiii to be crofibd* • IHs^,* 
which was the gteateii £iult! committed 
hy the duke of Brunfwick, proved de- 
cifivc. He was too flaw, and too metho- 
dicat ^ 
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lath/'lh fine, having neglected to prevent 
the ^unftioftsj pereeivirig the; French i ^t^ 
neral pofted at the 'head *i* fiity t^oufaftl 
men^ in an impregnable caftip; feeilig eoh^ 
iiderable . bodies of troopB aiTenabling at 
CMlohs and Rheinas ; ' - hat^ittg^ qfof gott^ii to 
leize on the ifirft. of thefe two towns, at the 
moment when this ftep would have -been 
pradicabk* and deciiive; being no longer 
able to iiiake' fuch aa atteniptj ' cither with 
bis lirJible army, or by means of detachments^ 
without' expofihg himfelf : to be ) followed^ 
attabked, : and perhaps defeated; finding his 
troops enfeebled in oonfequence of a terrible 
dgrfeptery; his horfes deftitutc of corn and 
fbrage; the march of bis ponvoys long and 
difficult, and.&raihe ravaging his camp: 
the duk« of Brunfwick muft then have beea^ 
convinced of the neceffity of retreating ; and 
it was a great errour to have delayed that 
event. Every day loft in confequence of hia 
irrefolution augmented the fufFerings, the 
dangers, and the ruin of this unfortunate 
army, for it was evident, that it ipiift always 
end in a retreat at laft. , 

Ha4 
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Had the duke of Brunfwick returned 
through the defiles on the 20th or 2ift|, 
leaving general Clerfait to defend the courfe 
of the Aifne^ and general Hohenlohe to guard 
the Aire, he might even then have taken Sedan, 
and perhaps Montmedy, before his troops 
retired into winter quarters. The campaign 
would in that cafe have flill proved of great 
utility, for as SedaA protected the two flanks 
of the foreft of Argonne, its defiles would 
have been thien bereaved of all their import 
tance. He would thus alfo have taken fome 
fteps highly favourable to the fuccefs of the 
cnfuing campaign, and, what was of great 
importance, Dumouriez would have^ been 
ftill forced to negled the protection of the 
northern department, and even to , have 
ftripped it of more troops on purpofe to 
defend Champagne^ 

. Thefe are the moft eflential fauhs with 
which thePruffians can be xeproached; /there 
were a few others of lefs confequence, from 
which the French general would have reaped 
more profit, if. he had been at the head bf. 
|iO »rmy compofed of troops of the line, fuchi 
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tis this was four years before, and commanded 
< by £xperieiQced loSicers, aiid well infornned 
^Dccals. .1 

In confequence of fuch . feripus^ erroura^ 
Dumouricz was npt under the nccefli|y of 
having recourfe to negotUtiotlSy in order to 
. fj|ve hi& Qom%ty. .■ The firft cpfjferencc tpok 
{dace QU the zn^i and he b^d then cpUeded 
together iixty thoufand men within a for* 
midabie camp. He was indeed a little 
ibai^eDed in re^jpcft to his coavoy% h<it h<? 
was iwt in aftual want of any thing., Hq 
well l^new the fcarcity that prevailed among 
tthe Pru/Qans, and be had ta]j:en $11 the ne- 
eeiSiry meafures to increafe it; every ds^ 
augmented the fuperiority of bis portion oyer 
tbeixsy and he was certain of difconcertiag 
the objeds of their campaign by temporifipg; 
he therefore could not regard the overture^ 
^ made by them in any other light than as a 
proof of their embarraflixient. 

The French have three faplts to reproach 
themielves with. The firA is to b^e attributed 
folely to general Dumouriez ; it cot^tfiftod ia* 
hb confiding too. readily to the report of afub*« 
aitern j in having withdrawn the troops from 

the 
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the defile of Crolx«aux-bois, and albwing 
it to be furprifed by general Ckrfait* This 
errour was afterwards repaii^ed, as the enemj 
did not know haw to take advaata^ of it ; 
but it might have f uiued all. 

The fecond was c(unmitted by Kelleitnaaa 
on the 2oth of September^ in confequeqce of 
his mif^aking his field of faaitk for his camp, 
which occaiioned the cannonade at Valmy, 
becaufe the duke of Brunfwick^ by being 
too flow in getting pofiefiian of the hei^ 
of Gizancourty which KpUe.rrQdnn had 0020^ 
mitted a fecond fault by £vegl9£ling XQ o(;* 
cupy, and making a fucjdca aUack 9S . tb« 
miU of "Valmy, loft the ^ppEtuait^ af dtgfeit- 
iag that genewU . 

The third, which ia to Iw partly ^afcf ibed 
to the generals oocnm^Qding th^ ^vance^ 
guard, and^ftill n;»Qjj; to K,«llerwsnfl» i^.tho 
flpwneis evinced in purfuictg tke PrqinaiM 
during their.retreat, and tkeallowixig them to 
Ktum through the pafs of Grandprey with 
impunity. 

As Dutnouriez is not at all interefted in 

reipe^ to what concerns the remainder of 

the retreat from Verdun and Lohgwy, 

I having 
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having fet out for Paris on the 12th of 
October, and as KcUermann and Dillon have 
not publifhed any official account of it, he 
does not know any thing^ concerning it, but 
ivhat he read in the new^apers of the day, 
and is therefore utterly ignorant a^ to . all 
the : particulars. But he does not believe 
that the Pruflian army was faved by nego- 
tiations, as its retreat was never likely to 
be cut off, which would however have oc- 
curred, had Kellerrhann, inftead of remaining 
coupled to Dillon, advanced behind the 
Curne to Longuyon, as was exprofsly re* 
commended to him. " ' 
" As to- the evacuation of the fortified 
places, Dumouriez had already calculated 
on, and predi^ed that event in confequence 
of diieafe, and the fcarcity of provifion. 
So far from dreaming of fupplying thefp twQ 
towns with provifion, the Pruffiaii army 
had long fiiice confumed the twelve thbu« 
fend facks of grain which . they fqund ia 
Verdun. That place is but weak, and 
the garrifori left there would have l^en 
captured. Perhaps the duke of Rrjunfwick. 
might have endeavoured to preferve.Longwy, 

which . 
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wiiich bekig on the extreme frohtier, could 
ha^ been ftvi^ualled, amd fiiccoured in cafe 
rf a fiege, or iiej might have configned that 
plaice into tfhc hands of tije Imptrialifts or 
emigrants^ -j-'pncc :; . r ^ ,; . . 
: But he knovjfs^'^that at . this epoch the 
ducHy of 'Luxehibouig, and the xouhtrjr of 
Treves, were ^ cxhaiifted, ! that > the' important 
fortrefs of !t«xembourg itfelf was dcftitute 
of provifiAn,,^^d'*nGuiiibered with f he fick 
belonging to thi'^ unfortunate army, and* that 
general Clerfait was obliged to make lon^. 
imrches* in order to defend' the Low Cbun-f 
tries, wbile^the'^Pruffian army was und^ 
tbe neccflky o?^ fetting out to retake Frane*^ 
fort, to'arreft iihe'pjftgrafs of general Cuflinc, 
arid '4a*? • Co^blcntz, and the country of 
Treves^ " ;/^ ^ - • . - -^ ' ' } 

It is to thec&nj^ndion of all thefecirv 
cumftances that he attributes the evacuatioi| 
of JLongwy* 

It is wrong tti run in queft of myfterious 
caufes, foir eveftts which naturally explain 
themfelves by the nroft fimple rules of the 
military art, and good fenfe; but mankind 
U fond of the marvellous. Another riiotivc 
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gave.bulh to all tbefe fi^csi. Tl^ jaa)txKtt 
^s4 made ^ Cii4de& If anfifion (torn the gF«^r 
90 Qcmil.ernstian. to: the : grdat^ inibleuoes* 
7hejr.«t: firft expcaed to. JkboSd' the king 
of Pruflia enter Paris as a conqueror. Wheo 
ai&irG began to. change,'*tbey.liad no noanner 
o£ ^foibt butihat they (hodld. fee Ihltn drag** 
ged- thither, ^ loaded, with ..'ietters. Tho$ 
ruffians beUeved vthat %a ^fttts^^mght. be ^k^ 
with t. ^3 .muclk . ^ility - as ^ .they t^fos^ves 
oould aila^ioate -xa.-.art^aerat or- a. mdscaUi 
i»thejftr€ctaof.I^a,rf8. ^ 

. The .firiidhomoa^ 3^4 -^.Macata hjatre it)?* 
"Vented the xnoft a>troci6|issr^d the paoA 
ilypid Ga)ui9Pi$i,. hptb ^^ft. the luAg ufif 
Pfuflia'iiid Jhe Fr^ch ^nwJis. TImp xx- 
Qsppted them from gratjiini^ifejtft theiattW:!: 
and by infpiring the nation with rufjHoianir 
againft theaj* "^inwiChedthpir-crpdit, which 
ipigfa^ fon^e d^y have-;be§fl f^^^ «o their 
diforganizingy and anarchical plans, 

. IH»ro<Hyii«?5-had alffUredJly f^wd 1^^ ^wpny, 
^ from that raometit. -they. ftaight his dc- 
ftmitione, Wh«!tt fery-ifte^ grt too.gireat they 
beconac crinae^. FfaCkce. in her. cradle ^j^. 
plays thej vices of Roiae ia her decrepitude, 

and 
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and never pardons a vi^orious general. 
Cuftine,' Houchard, Biron, Brunei, have 
been the vidims of this pernicious ingratitude, 
which will rutfi that republick, notwithfiand:- 
ing its momentary fucceffes. 
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BOOK VI. 

CHAP. I. 
Dumouriez at Paris. 



Gbneral Dumouriez arrived at Paris otl 
the 1 6th of 0(3;obcr. He had received du- 
ring his whole journey the moft afFefting 
marks of the gratitude of the people, more 
cfpecially in Champagne, the inhabitants of 
which were indebted to him for their falvation* 
The inhabitants of Paris alfo afforded him 
a very kind reception, but the convention 
fearing to enhance his confideration too much^ 
by conferring pyblick marks of national 
fatisfa£tion, and far from imitating the an- 
cient republicks by beftowing triumphs, 
feftivals, and plaudits, fcarcely approved of 
the promotions which either neeeffity^ or 

a fpirit 
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a fpirit of juftice, had induced the general to 
make^ 

He prefented himfelf . before it on the day 
after his arrival, and pronounced a very la- 
conick fpeech at the bar, in which he an* 
nounced that he only meant to remain at 
Paris during four days^ for a part of his 
army being on its march to fuccour Lifle, 
he had deemed it neceflary to pafs through 
the capital, in order to treat with the minifters 
relative to his future proceedings; he added 
that he fliould be at Valenciennes betweea 
the 2oth and 25th, and would then inftantly 
take the field. 

He was obliged to offer this kind of excufe 
for his appearance, becaufe he was informed, 
that by way of finding fomething to blame 
iu.his conduct, he had been cenfured for 
leaving his army without permiflion. He 
did not quit his army, fince it Was upon j^s 
march; it was of the utmoft confequencc 
to have an interview with the minifters, in 
order to agree upon a general plan, and alfb 
on, the particular operations relative to his 
entrance into the Low Countries. Inftead 
of taking the fame route as his army, he 

pafied 
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pified through Paris; and natlimg faiit ha« 
tred, baftnefs, and jealoufy, could bknfvs a 
journey indifpenfable in its nature, of which 
be hafd informed the executive power before- 
hand The prcfideht however replied to 
him in a ^^tfyf genteel manner, and granted hiTn 
the hon6urS of the fitting, but the affembly 
a!d^urft^ in a very Ihort time afterwards, 
ba:;M(b the Impartialifts and Girondifts 
eviSrwheiftied him with embraces and ca^ 
fefTe^^, although it hdd beSft agreed to main^ 
lain the digttity of the cohvention hy a 
gravity which they were unable to fuftain. 

The minifters, who were Servan, Roland^ 
Clavieres, Dantori, Lebrun, and Monge, 
appeared to him to live together in the uttnoft 
cordiality. They carried him to tWo public 
entertainmehts, wherii he was greatly ap*- 
plauded, and a celebrated female of Parib 
invited him to a charming feftival giveh dft 
the occafibri, at which all the perfo^ifters 
belonging td the different theatres cofil|)U^ 
mehited him . Many members of the coiiVeiHi 
tion, andfeveral df the minifters affiftid-at this 
feftival, whieh experienced i moftSeiilaty 
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mtcrru|>tioni in confequencc of a very ridi- 
culous occurrence* 

On the retreat of the Pruflians, he had 
£bnt general Chazot with four battalions and 
three fquadrons, to reinforce the garrifon of 
Sedan, and in conjundion with lieutenant 
general LigneviUc to harafs the enemy's 
rear guard. Among thefe battalions were 
two of the federates of Paris, the one called 
the repftblican^ the other belonged to the 
fe£tion of Mauconfeil. Chazot repaired with 
thefe to RheteU Four deferters from the 
emigrants arrived in that place, in order to 
furrender therafelves ; they were fimple fol- 
diers. The federates furrounded, and wi(hed 
to kill them. Chazot wa^ informed of this 
circumftance. The municipality and the 
inhabitants implored him to exert his au- 
thority over thefe cannibals. He endea- 
voured to make them rejeafc thefe unfortunate 
men ; on this they overwhelpied him with 
injuries, nay, thqy wiflied to kill him, and 
thefe four unhappy creatures were aftually 
maflacred. The municipality on this drew 
up an account of their proceedings, which 
genial Chazot tranfmitted to the command- 
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cr ih chief, accompanied by a formal cotn-* 
plaint on his own part. 

He received this intelligence at Vouziers, 
add all the atmy heard of the crime with 
horrour. He ordered Beurnonville, who paffed 
clofe to Sedan in his way to Flanders, to 
furround and difarm thefe two battalions, to 
fend back their colours to their refpedlive 
feftions, and to order the men to be con- 
duced by the matechaufee to Paris, there to 
be puniflidd by the feftions thetlxfelves. He, 
however, left it to Beurnonville's difcretion 
to pardon therti, in cafe they pointed out, 
and delivered up fuch as were guilty. 

Beurnonville executed this fentence with 
equal addrefs and firmnefs. He himfelf, 
unaccompanied by any one, appeared before 
the battalions, read the general's orders,- and 
commanded them to ground their arms, and 
depofit their colours. Thefe unfortunate 
. men fell at his feet, burft into tears, ac- 
knowledged the enormity of their crime, and. 
delivered up forty-two culprits. Beurnonville 
pardoned them, reftored their arms and 
their colours, made .the battalion of Maucon* 
fcil enter into Sedan, and carried along with 

. himfelf 
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himlelf the battalion called the! republican^ 
which was a very fine one, and, fi nee that ' 
period has become the; generars confidential 
battalion, that on which he could depend ' 
moft, and the model of the whole army. It 
\vas impoffible for fuch an atrocious iadven4 
ture to terminate in a happier way. MThei^ 
repentance was fincere, the crime was pu- 
' nifhed in an exiemplary manner, at leajfl the 
guilty were furrendered and arretted, and two 
good battalions were regained ; the con- • 
Vention and the feftions of Paris were there- 
fore very well fatisfied. 

But the principal culprit had efcaped, and 
returned inftantly into Paris. This was an 
artift of the name of Palloy*, one of the 
conquerors of the Baftille, a furious jacobin, 
and a very fanguinary man. He was lieu- - 
tenant-colonel of the republican battalion. 

'He carried his complaints to his friend 
Marat, one of whofe agents he in all like-r 
lihood was. Immediately after this, the hall 
of the jacobins refbunded. with complaints 
^gairift tfee cruel defpotifm of general Du- 

♦ Palloy was formerly a fculptor. — Tranf. 
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ttiDtiHeZi who was faid to have facri£ce^ 
excellt&t citizens, on aceonnt of having done 
i vety patriotick aS, by tnafiacrcbg t few 
infatXK)us emigrants. Chazot, the din:ri£l# 
and the muniGipality of Rhetd, were loudly 
Warned in the coiirfe of thefe violent aocu^ 
£itioiis« The public papers were alio filled 
with them, bat ali this could not prevail 
either upon the fedions or the convemtioa 
toa£l: conformably to thefe declamations. 

The jacobins, however, did not abandoii 
tlus bufine&, for their committee nomi&ated 
three commiilioners on purpofe to intorogate 
(he general relative to it# Thefe com- 
miiConers coniiAed of the monAer Marat^ 
Bentabole, and Montauk, all three members 
of the conVention, and furious ruffians. At 
tl!ie moment when no one dreamed of any 
thing elfe than the amufement afibrded by 
,the fcftival, they entered and infifted on 
fpeaking^to the general; he was informed 
that the ipokefman was Marat, . who looking 
at him with eyes denoting fury, fommoned 
him in the moft brutal manner, to tell him, 
how he could have had the audacity to com- 
mit 



ftiir d^6le£it) and '^rannicai 4r3» agauafl: 

The general furveying him with ibom^ 
replied : *^ Wlsat 1 ; is it you who arc caQed 
^arat ? T hwirp nothing to fzy to you,? and 
litftaciftly turned his back upon him* Then^ 
f^t knowing the other two conitmfikmers^ 
lie addreffed h;imfelf to them, aod « mtfde 
them; or' at leaft thought he made them, lif^ 
ten ft) reafon* They afterwards retired, and 
the entertainment was continued* 

By way of concluding the hiftory of this 
• aflaffinatibn, the general will here- remark, • 
that he has learned fince he left France, that 
Marat, become a tyrant before Elizabeth Cor.i 
day elevited him "to tht rank of a god, 
caufed a' new trial to take place relative to 
"^alloy, iud thefe forty-two villains*; that 
they have been declared innocent,^ aAd re- 
ilored to their battalions, as men who had 
defer ved well of their country ; that the ac- 
count drawn up by the municijwlity of Rhe* 
tel has been declared falfe and calumnious ; 
and that general Chazot has beeii efrrefted^ 
and put in a ftate of accufation. He how- 
ler does not know whether the brave re^ 
S 3 publican" 
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pubtioan .battatioh condef^ended to'jcctweitB 
unworthy lieutenant-colon^ andjthefc ajlV 

: This adventure did not prevent genqral Dut 
moui^^s froiti expenencing a gracioua jecep- 
tioa it tber.fociety of the jacobins^', where 
be was obliged to. prefent hHnfelf oncej ^In 
truth, the minifter Pauton pre(idc}d pfi that 
oqfc^ifipD* CollQt .d'Herbpis,'^ formerly a very 
bad Comedian, and iince bccotTje the exter- 
minating angel of the unhappy cityjof Lyona, 
.ro^e) the members laugh .by faying to. the 
. ^enejsl, " You are going to conquer Brufi- 
Ycls, and you willfiad.my wife thpre, whom 
^you muft embrace." Three ,we?ks after- 
wards^ Dumouriez took Bruflels, but he did 
not Jf e CoUot^s . wife, . and he forgot the 
comniii^n; be was. charged with, by ^hat 

.Oratpr^ : -. ; . y ., :>; 

Every thing he faw during the four days 
.which he fpent in Paris occafipned much dif- 
•gttft 3pd chagrin on his part. The affcmbly, 
which- v^as in exiftcRce at' his departure to 
^tfee. argiy in the month of June preceding, 
.wa3 in<leed .filled with faftious men and in- 
.triguer^s, but genius,. talents^ and decency, 

were 
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were ftill'to be foupd thprp. That which 
had fucceeded to it w?is wholly corxipofed of 
the moft grofs and clowni(h , villains^ The • 
.Girondifts wisre ftill the mafters, but their ^ 
power, continually attacked by the violence 
of Marat ?ind the jacobins, began to decline, 
and they only fupported themfelvcs by paeans 
pf a feeble maphiaveliftfi^ which in the en3 
ruined them. ' 

. One man only could have fupported theju', 
and favedj the kin^ and country ; but they 
pompletely alienated him, although Dumouriez 
had counfelled them to keep fair with, and 
conned themfelves with him^ This man was 
Panton. .To a- hideous figure, a he^rt harfh • 
and violent, rnuch ignorance and coarfencfs, 
)ie united great natural fenfe, and a very 
energetip chara<3:er. He alone, amidfl: the 
greate^ danger which they were threatened - 
with on the part of the Pruffians, peither 
lofing his cpurage, ngr participating in .the 
public confternation, oppofed the removal of 
the convention and the king to the other 
fide of the Lx)ire, and forced the aflembly and 
the mmifter to call forth all the national 
ij;5jrpurces. He had rendered as important fef- 

S 4 vices 
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vices in Paris, as Dumouricz Had done ki 
Champagne, and if the Giroh^ifls had pof^ 
icfled good fenfe enough to have coalefced 
Ivitb him, he would have humbled the atrocibui 
jfaftion of Marat,^ either tamed or ahnffiiilated 
the jacobins, and fJerhaps Louis XVI would 
have been indebted to him for his life ; b\!il 
ihey provoked him, and he facrificed every 
thing to his vengeance. 

The general wiflied at that timfe to refiga 
the command oif the army ; he ihentiohed 
this to forhe friends ; evisry body diflfuadi^ 
him from it, and he himfelf yielded to other 
confiderations, to which are to be added 
the illufions of felf-love» He had engaged 
to conquer the . Low Countries. "He wimed 
to demonftrate the excellfence of that plan 
of operation, which the generals who pre- 
ceded him had failed in executing. Behold 
what his pride, brought into play by fo many 
contradiftions, had imprinted, in his heart ; 
but his imagination veiled to his own eye$ 
tho^e motives of perfonalintercft, under mor6 
patriotic reafons. 

He had been eager for war, in the hopfe 
that it would extinguifli all th^ domcftic faoii 
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tlotls^ b3^ unitiilg therh againft a foreign 
feii^my^ knd that it would clbar thectrpitd 
iof all the turbulent fpirits who befieged tb« 
leglflators, and the exfccutive power ; he pet*- 
ccired hdwevw, that fo far from producing 
thii effeft, it had involved Pari« in a ftil^ 
greater agitation; be thfen thought that oth^ 
means muft be recurred to^ in onikr to 
tnake this ccafc. 

Hfe had faved his country from the Fru(- 
iiansy and he entertained the hop^, thftt bf 
giving a gre&t bldw to the boufft of AiiA-ia^ 
thefe two powers wx>utd ht gtad tofotfpr 
peacev France had tjcpertenced the icour^ 
of war, within its own bofom; bcij'tid^ 
tfeit it was timt to tcai-ry it bejt^d her 
frotitifers^ iind nqt wifliing to violate the 
netttrality of the cmpirb, fee c^uld tehd»r 
no other pUace but the Low Conntrifes thte 
theatre of it ; he alfo reckoned oh the frieftdljr 
difpofition conftkntly ^vinecd by thfc inhabit 
tants. 

His fuccefs would furnifli France with an 
tifcful ally in the people of Belgium, afibrd 
the means of making a peace, 6f I'etumii^ 
into France with her viflioriotfs armies, afKl 

employing 
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anplbying their infiuence- to reftorc the con* 
ftitution, and cbnicquently to reftore the 
Icing : for in the courfe of this journey, be 
did not perceive any thing that could infpire 
him with the leaft apprchenfion for the life of 
that unfortunate prince, whether it were that 
they were then wholly employed in rejoicing 
at the retreat of the Pruffiaiis, or that the 
two factions were not as yet fo violently at 
variancp, as to cohfider the unfortunate Louis 
as their 6rft viSim, Marat was at that 
time univerfally bated, and had not then acr 
quired that frightful afcendency, which has 
iinee precipitated the nation into all manner 
of crimes. 

Had he been able to have dived into, futijr 
rity, he would: not have hefitated'to have 
fled from bis country ; not' indeed to . havp 
joined the other emigrants, and carry fire 
and fword thither, but to groan at* the exr 
cefles of a great people, which in the fpace 
of three months had entirely changed, its 
charafter. 

He .regrets, that he did not then crofs over 

; to England, and thence to America, as he 

once propofed ^ but the love of his country 

and 
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and the hope of faving it internally, as ha 
had before done externally, a chimera, with 
which he but too much amufed himfelf, re-p 
tained him ; and notwithflanding his difguft, 
he occupied his mind entirely with this 
pbjed, 
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CHAP. H- 
P/an of the general Campaign. 



VvLKYiCE had been juft delivered from t 
great danger, which had aroufed hier patriot- 
ifm. Succefs had infpired energy, armies 
were formed, and at this epoch, in additiof^ 
to more than fixty thoufand men, who were 
in purfuit of the Pruffians under the orders of 
Kellermann, Dillon, and Chazot, twenty-two 
thoufand under Beurnonville, then on their 
march to the fuccour of Lifle, and eighteen 
thoufand aflembled at the camp of Maubeuge, 
under lieutenant-general D'Harville, Labour-* 
donnaye commanded nearly thirty thoufand 
more, including the garrifons of Valenciennes^ 
Lifle, and Dunkirk. Cuftine with twenty- 
two thoufand additional troops was ^ Franc« 
fort ; there remained from fifteen to eighteen 
/ihoufaind under Biron^ divided in two camps, 

under 
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under the walls of Stralbourg and Huningcn^ 
befides the garrifons, and the fmall corps 
poftcd at Porentruy. Montefquiou was af-i^ 
fcmbling from twenty to twenty-five thou* 
iand men on the fide of Lyons and Dau<» 
phiny. There were only garrifons towards 
the Pyrenees. 

About two hundred thouland paen might 
accordingly be reckoned upon, and thefe 
could be brought to ad along the frontiers, 
from Dunkirk to Antibcs. It was nece0ary 
to give them fpecial direftions, combined ac-*^ 
cording to the firft plain traced by general 
Dumouriez during his adminifiirationy and 
for this purpofe, it was requifite to form t 
general fcheme, fo as to carry on the war 
externally, in order to prevent an invafion of 
the French territories in future. 

The legiflature did not intermeddle in thij 
buiinefs : the condud of the war was confid* 
cd to the generals, imder the dircftion of the 
executive power. Servan was miniftcr at war ; 
his health had not been able to refiil the ej^cef- 
five fatigue, the uneafinefs, and the fear with 
which he had been tormented during the day 
of the Pruffians in Champagne. He had oppofed 

as 
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as ttruch is lay in his power tBe ^inefars 
defchfive fyftem, not out of hatred, or a de- 
fire of vengeance, but becaufe he entertained 
no greater confidence in it than the reft. He 
had not however ventured to tranfmit hinr 
abfolute orders, but he had thrown upon 
hini the whole refponfibility of all the difi 
afters which he dreaded and announced. 
T^his minifter had ferved iii the regiment 
' of Dauphin infantry until he had attained 
" the rank of lieutenant-colonel previoufly to the^ 
revolution. He had alfo written a very good 
book, entitled the Soldier^Citizen. He was 
the only military man in the counciL His 
opinion was fupported by thofc of a colonel 
of artillery, called Laclos, a man celebrated 
as the author of a horrible romance called 
the Danger of Connexions^ and for having afted 
during the revolution, as the Mentor of the 
duke of Orleans ; of Meufnier, an academiciarti , 
and an officer of engineers ; and of VieufleaUx, 
who belonged to the ftafF, and was the fon- 
in-law of Clavieres : none of thefe counfel- 
lors had fcen aftual fervice any more than 
the 'minifter, and they did not ' underftand 
• any thing about it. Servan was naturally 
• 6 of 



oFa gloomy, harlh, and yet a very weak chl-f 
rafler. His mind always fufpicious, uncer- 
tain, and atrabilarious, had rendered his tcm- 
pcranrient morofe. He loft his fenfes on the 
occurrence of the moft trifling inconvenience, 
his head became dizzy, he fell into defpair, 
and wiihed to refign his office ; he was 
much efteemed by the Gironde fadlion, and 
was entirely under the direction of madame 
Roland, of whom he appeared greatly ena- 
moured. 

Dumouriez on his arrival at Paris, was 
exceedingly aftoniflied to find Servan fad and 
dejefted : he thought he had delivered him 
from all his fears, but it appeared, on the con- 
trary, as if they were augmented. He had 
announced, that being incapable of conti- 
nuing his official labours, he had only waited 
for the retreat of the Pruflians, in order to 
give in his. refignation. He affirmed, that he 
was very ill, and yet, by a Angular contra- 
diction, he had juft appropHated to himfelf 
the dire<9:ion of the army of the Pyrenees, 
as commander in chief : it is to be obferved^ 
however, that this army was not then form- 
ed. Dumouriez imagined, that it could nei- 
ther 
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ther be jealoufy nor hatred alone, that ,pm^ 
dyced this profound chagrin, anj4 the projeffc 
of retiring on the part oSr Servan, at the 
mofne^^t too when he \fiA heeo relieved from 
the thorns gH his adminiftr^tion, 9d4 whea 
there no longer remained any thing buC 
powers under his feet. 

The general had not fufficient tit^ei during 
the fpace of four days, to refled much pn, 
and to inveftigate this fanta{lic4* circum- 
ilance. It was not till after what he was 
told by Danton, and what he has /0nce 
learAed, that he was able to diicoyer that 
his fuccefles had entirely difconcerted the 
projeds of the Gironde, which being unaUc 
to overcome the fadion of the jacobins ad 
Paris, and dreading perhaps, left they ihould 
be foi»e day obliged to fuccumb, had farmed 
the projedl of profiting by the confternation, 
in order to transfer the king and the conven- 
tion to the other fide of the Loire, where 
they could have given the law» Thus the 
Girondifts, at the very time they were ca--^ 
i;effing the general, were afflifted at his fuc- 
cefs; .and as a proof that they did not. par* 
don this, they never admitted him into their 
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coiifidcnce. They were particularly hoftile 
to Danton, who, being more powerful than 
they in the capital, had prevented the re- 
moval alluded to, by depiSing it as an a£k of 
cowardice. 

' Dumouriez did not belong to any faftion ; 
he had publicly extolled the courage of 
Dan ton, without imagining that every eulo- 
gium on him was a thruft with a poniard to 
the Gironde fadion, whofe diftryft, and per- 
haps averfion, he thus unknowingly aug- 
mented. They however carefled him, be- 
caufe a fortunate general might prove ufeful, 
and becanfc they wiftied to make the jacobins 
believe that they were connected with him, 
on purpofe to fender him rnore odious to 
them. All this petty, and unworthy ma-- 
fbiave/ijm brought upon them the greateft 
calamities. 

^ If Genfonn6 or Vergniaud, the only two 
pieii belonging +0 this faction whom he really 
eftcemed, had declared ^rimfeif frankly to 
him, and in order to thi^t would have been 
neceflary for one of them to have procured 
^ commiffion for the exprefs purpofe of re* 
pairing to him in Champagne, he would 
Vol. JJI. T have 
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hatm aflurcdly joined tlaem in effoGtmg this, 
tranflation, extricating the national ccxnvcQ^ 
tion from flavcry, and the royal family oujfe 
df the hands of the jacobins ; without alter-^ 
ing his military conduA, he would b^v:e; 
tranfmitted threatenbg letters, and it would 
certainly have; been eafy for him to have aug^ 
mented the coufternation fo prevalent at that 
period* 

He could then have worked upon Danton 
by means of his agent Weftermanu, fo as tq 
procure his confent to the removal of the 
convention ; or on Danton's opinion . being 
no longer fupported by encouraging dif'f 
patches on the part of the general, he him*^ 
felf would have yielded to the torrents Th? 
wretched policy of the girondifts ruined 
them. It unfortunately happened, thatpu- 
mouriez, while in Champagne, remained ig- 
norant of what was then paffiog in Paris i as 
he did not keep up any confidential corxefr 
pondence with any of the fadions, he could 
neither prevent nor forefee the misfortunes 
that followed. Such were the real motiyes 
of the, profound melancholy on the part of 
Servan, who, being lefs cunning than the reft 

of 
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<^ |hft girondift?, 4i4 not know, like thdtn, 
liow ^ v?il the ipapreffipns of bi& mind uaf 
<ler a froiling; countenance. 

While in this ftate of dcfpondency, and oa 
the «ve of quitting the adminiftratio.q, he 
was incapable of exerting the appiicatioa 
nece^y for the examination and details of 
a general plan, at leaO: he had not flrength 
eoough to put any obftacle in the way, and 
accordingly J allowed general Dunaouriez :to 
afl;, who was obliged to form the grand pro^ 
jc& of the campaign without any afiiftance, 
pAd to dictate all the inftrudtions for the ge^ 
neralr entruftcd with the command of the 
^^rent armies^ 

i. It was depided that Afontefquiou (hould 
Inftantly attack Savoy and the cotmty of 
Nice, and after the conqueft of thefe, he was 
to flop at the natural bouniiaries of the Alps, 
the defence of which was to be entrufted 
to him. He was to pay the utmoft refpe<9: 
to the neutrality of the Swifs, to have al- 
ways a fmall body of rejTerve in the neigh-p- 
bourhood pf Lyons, in order to-obferve their 
motions, and not to intermeddle in the 
troubles of Geneva, but with the utmoft cir- 
T « cumfpeftlon, 
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cuenfpcftion, and on purpofo to prefcrve the 
tranquillity of that commercial dity. Much 
reliance was placed on the fagactty and ta-i 
lents of Montefquiou, and orders were ex- 
pedited to haften the preparation of every 
thing of which he might ftand in need. 

This part of the war was in excellent 
hands^ The general after furmounting all 
difficulties, made fo rapid, and well com-? 
bined an attack, that nothing could withr 
fland him, and condudled himfelf in refped 
to the cantons and Geneva, with a degree cf 
prijdence and wifdom^ ihatj only ferved to 
rpin him a little fooner, than wowld Qther-r 
wife have been the cafe, becaufe his pro- 
fceedings were in direft oppoiltion to the 
horrid plpts pf Claviere againft his cquut 
try* 

Claviere, at that time minifter of the 
ipublic contributions, was extremely jealous 
pf the great talents that Monfefquiou had 
difcoy^rpd fpr finance during the firft le- 
'giflature. Jcalpufy, and hatred, were never 
feparate in the violent mind of Claviere. 
He was gffifted by the atrppious Dubois dp 
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Crance, whom this general had unfortunately 
admitted upon his ftafF; and they fucceedcd 
in ruining him, precifely on account of the 
great fervices he had rendered his country, 
by fubjugating two ptoviiiccs, by preferving' 
a precious neutrality, and by preventing an 
important txty from falling a prey to its own 
fury. 

2. It Was refolved^ that no more troops 
fhould be left in Porentruy, but fuch as 
Were abfolutely neeeflary to prevent a coun- 
ter-revolution ; that Biron fliould have his 
army augmented to twenty-five thoufand 
men, flill divided into two campsf that 
of Huninguen, to prevent the imperialifts 
from attempting to penetrate through the 
territory of Bafle, and that of Stra(bourg, to 
watch fort Kehl ; and that Lcbrun, minifter 
of foreign affairs, (hould make ufe of all 
poffible means to preferve the neutrality of 
Switzerland, and that of the circles of Suabia 
and Francotfia. Biron's inftruftions were 
drawn up accordingly. 

3. Cuftine had juft been nominated com- 
mander in chief, to recompenfe him for 
bis ra(h, and dangerous conquefts. He had 

T 3 croflcd 
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croffed the Rhine, and was then at Franc- 
fort, whence he advanced to Marbourg, and 
Gicflcn ; it was not known how far he in- 
tended to go. He had only twenty-two 
thoufand men, and yet he feemed defirous 
of conquering all Germany. This part of 
the plan was extremely delicate, becaufe the 
nation, being dazzled with his eafy and 
brilliant fuccefies, and Cambon intoxicated 
with the contributions which he annoiiiicfed^ 
and which dwindled into a (hameful, and 
little lucrative pillage, fupported this general 
in his imprudent fchemes. Dumouriez 
forefaw, that Cuftinc would foon have to 
contend with the Pruffian and Heflian troops^ 
that he was about to put an end, in con- 
fequcnce of an linjuft and raih aggrcffion> 
to the neutrality of the circles, hitherto of 
fuch eminent fervice, and that he would be 
embarraffed in refpeft to his retreat. 

He was at a great diftancc from AliacC) 
Landau was then uncovered, and unable to . 
fuftain a fiege. The court of Vienna was 
aflembling troops in the Brifgaw. The 
eleftor of Bavaria had ia ftrong garrifdn ia 
Manheim, and he as well as the circles 

might 
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might be folrced by the excefles and injuftiw 
of Cuftine to declare himfelf. In that cafe, an 
army cbmpofed of Imperialifts, Palatines, and 
the troops of the other princes of Suabia and 
Franconia, might afTemble with the utttioft 
Celerity at Manheim. The eledlor, either 
by confent, or force, might be prevailed 
upon to allow a paffage through that city, 
and thus Cuftine, cut off from all communis 
cation. with Alface on one fide, and Lorraine 
on the other, would* find himfelf enclofed 
between the Pruflians, and the army of 
Manheim, becaufe he had preferred making 
Francfdrt the point of attack, infl:ead of the 
more fage and ufeful idea of feizing on Co|3i- 
lentz and Treves, 

It was therefore refolved, that a body of 
twelve thoufand men fliould be inftahtly 
affcrobled under the orders of general Meuf- 
nier, confifting as well of the troops in A)*- 
face, as thofe in the interiour, on purpofe not 
only to .ma£k Manheim, and keep up the 
communication with Cuftine, but alfb to 
cover Landau, and fecure a retreat thither. 

Cuftine was too independent for Dunixou- 
riez to take upon him to fend him precife 
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orders through thcf mcdiuto of the mmiOieri 
Notice was therefore fcnt to him of the 
difpofitions that had been made on his right 
and left flanks, and it was added, that after 
having afted in fuch a manner as circum-^ 
fiances fhould direct, whenever he deemed 
it ncdeflary he might either fall back ori 
Landau, as he had the intermediate corps 
commanded by general. Meufnier utider his 
orders, or fupport himfelf along the borders 
of the Rhine, becaufe general Kellermann ^ 
was about to advance on his left between 
the Rhine and the MofcUe, and would be 
inftrufted to guard that river all the way 
from Birlgen to Coblentz. 

4. Orders were given to general Kel- 
lermann, as foon as the Pruflians (houM have 
entirely evacuated the French territories, 
which took place a few days afterwards^ 
to affemble twenty-five thdufand men with 
the utmoft hafte under the walls of Thion- 
•ville, making ufe of the Mofelle for tranf^ 
porting his magazines, to enter the duchy of 
Luxembourg by Remich, apparently as if he 
wiflied to attack the fortrefs of Luxembourg, 
on purpofe to detain the Pruffians there, but 

'he 
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he was to tura fhort by Grevenrtaker, .to 
crofs the river at Confarbruck, and to advance 
wifh rapidity to Coblentz, on purpofe to 
anticipate the Pruffians, without flopping at 
Treves, which would. fall of courfe; he was 
afterwards to take up his winter quarters « 
between Bipgen, Coblcntz, and Treves, in 
the' triangle formed by the two rivers. 

Cuftine's fault would be repaired by naeans 
of this movement. His winter quarters 
would be along the banks of the Rhine ; a 
body of horfe was on the borders of the 
Mofelle, on purpofe to menace Luxembourg; 
and between Landau and Treves, fixty thou- 
fand men were afTemfaling under the. orders 
of Cuftine and Kellermann, who being rein- 
forced, and provided with every thing, might 
have opened the enfuing campaign, either 
with the fiege of Luxembourg, or by making 
a powerful irruption into Germany, if a peace 
fhould not be concl uded. 

Kellermann, who had fo much difficulty 
in refolving to obey general Dumouricz, was 
ftill lefs difpofed to put himfelf under the 
orders of general Cuftine, who was more 
lofty and impetuous. He marred this part 

of 
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of the plan of the campaign by ccftnmittidg 
tbe un{»rlo»aUe crime, not only of nt^ 
gleding to execute the orders he bad re« 
teived, but ih entirely abandoning the fron-^ 
tier, and placing hU troops in winter quar- 
ters, fending back his cavalry 4nd attiUeirj^ 
behind Metz, Toul, and Verdun. 

He -excufed himfelf by faying that hi* 
mtny was haraifed. But the troops that had 
proceeded by forced marches from Flattdera 
to Champagne, after having made tiie fattie 
Campaign as his army; wete then returning 
again into Flanders, and that too during a 
feafon, and along roads truly horrible, and 
t^ere about to enter npon a winter campaign. 
His cxcttfe therefore was a bad one. Cuftine 
on thisy tranfmitted the moft juf): and bitter 
complamts againft him, and Kellermann was 
difmijQed. 

Beurnonville was appointed to fucceed 
him, and he was comtnanded, in conformity 
to the advice of Cuftine, to refumc the exe- 
cution of the orders given to Kellermann. 
The feafdn was then become too rigorous, 
and the opportunity had elapfed. The 
Pruffians occupied Treves aiid Goblentz, 

and 
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and the pnntt dc Hohitnlohe Was at Ltixcai- 
boufg with a refpc£liabie body of tirdo{>d, 
Beuraonville, at the fame time that he ' 
animadverted on the danger of the expedition, 
obeyed, aflembled his army on the Ssiftt^ 
prefented himfelf before Treves aft?er having 
ftirmounted an infinite number of difficulties^ 
fought fever^l brilliaht and ufekfs engage- 
ments, and retired with the lofs of one third 
of his afmy, the reiiiiins of which wenJ 
reduced to a ftate of inaftion by the terriWe * 
fufFerings they had experienced to no tmnner 
of purpofe. 

5. In order to ftrengthen, by mean's of a At^ 
verfion, that part of the general plan cdftfided 
to Kellermann, and to make it Appear ftilt 
more likely that this movemettt had thfe 
fortrefs of Luxembourg for its objeA, general 
Chazot was ordered to aflemble a body of ten 
or twelve thoufend men, which waj to bfe , 
. difpatched under general LigheviUe-to VirtoA 
in the duchy of Luxembourg. Li^ieville 
was, on one hand, to lay wafte the dutchy^ 
on purpofe to revenge the ravages cortiraitted 
in Champagne, and on the other, to attrad: 
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the notice of the enemy, without ho^frefref 
endangering himfelf, having his retreat al« 
ways fecurcd between Sedan, Montmcdyj 
and Longwy* If a formidable force wfere not 
oppofed to him, he was to advance towards 
Arlon, on purpofc to cut off the dire£l com- 
munication between Luxembourg and Na- 
mur ; and bis fmall army wa$ to be increafed 
to double its then number, by means of rein- 
forcements, in the fpring. The retreat of 
Kellermann ncceffarily rendered this diverfion 
(low and ufelefs. 

6. At this period Dillon was difmiffed ; 
be was fucceeded in the command of that 
part of his army, which general Dumourie2s 
had left under the orders of general Kel- 
lermann, by lieutenant general Valence, who 
had well deferved this poft. But Valence 
did not, until long after, receive the appoint^ 
ment of general in chief, notwithflanding 
general Dumouriez* preffing folicitations^ 
This body of troops was called the army of 
the Ardennes, and was charged to co-operate 
with the northern army in. the etiterprife 
againft Belgiunu It was ordered to zGhmhh 

at 



( 285 ) 

Ikt Givet, on purpofe to adt by the way pf 
Namur and Liege, according to the ir>- 
ftruftions of general Dumouriez. 

y. The iatltei: undertook, with the army 
which ha was bringing back from Chanj-^ 
pagne, and that under Labourdonnaye, to 
enter the Low Countries. 

Such was the general plan of the cam^ 
paign, the particulars of which were detailed 
^y him in the courfe of four days, and tranf- 
initted in that Ihort fpace of time to all the 
generals. The different parts were diftri- 
buted in fuch ia manner as to afford each 
Other a pautual fupport, and yet they were 
fo independent that the default of execu- 
tion \n any one point, would not prevent 
fucccf^ in the others. This aftually oc- 
curred. 

The Imperialifts and Pruffians were at 
that ticne left dcftitute of all means of de- 
fence. The hundred and ten, or hundred 
and twenty thoiifand men, with which they 
had commenced the campaign in Champagne 
and Flanders, ^were reduced to fixty or 
eighty thoufand, ftill overwhelmed with 
difeafes, and they had not time to receive 

the 
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|he al^ftapce of frcfli troops. TJie J^roii^h» 
on the contrary, had two hwndpcd thoufand 
men emboldened by unexpedled fucccfs* Th« 
letter end of autunap proipifed to be as 
cUarping as t\ie months of September an4 
Qiftober had been difagreeat)le. They fpugh,( 
on the frontiers, their armies too might evei^ 
have been doubled, and befides the provifion 
which they would find in the Low CquntrieS| 
and in the fertile provinces bordering on th^ 
Ilhipe, they could eafily receive ipprp fron^ 
France, by meaqs pf the navigable riVers, 
and charming roads. ^ Th^S they l^ad tl;i« 
almoft certain hope of being ^ble, in the 
mqnth of January, , to tqke up ^heir v/intey 
quarters ^long the Rhine, from Landau to thp 
\Veffl, and this would have happened, had 
it not been for general Kellermann's very 
culpable retreat, 

In this pofition, a very advantageous 
peace might have been negotiated. The 
Empire and the Helvetick body afluredly 
would not have violated that neutrality, 
which the latter has prefcrved until this 
very moment, and neither Holland nor Eng-^ 
land would have declared themfelves., Eu- 
6 ' rope 



( ^87 ) 
rope would have now been at peace, and the 
French nation would not have crowned^ all 
its crimen by the murder of the royal fa-» 
mily, the deflrudion of religion and the 
Jaws, and a barbarQus apa^chy. 
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CHAP. ni. 



Plan of the Cam^mi^n in the Low Cwntrhs^ 



DvMOURiEZy in the interval from his 
other important labours, did not negled the 
plan of that part of the campaign entrufted 
to himfelff He found means to get a flop 
put to the transfer of the great quantity of 
artillery, ammunition, and troops, which 
had been colieding at Paris, in order to 
reftore them to the northern department, 
which had been left entirely defencelefs. 
The bafe general Santerre proved very ufeA]( 
on this occafion ; he had all the fiipplies irj 
his own power, and if he had not confented 
to relinquifli them, the troops muft have 
remained unemployed. It luckily happened, 
that Weftermann was his friend, and Dan- 
ton could do any thing with him; they 

accordingly 
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idcordlngly difplayed much zeal on this 
dccafion.' 

The general demanded fhofts and great 
<ioats for the foldiefs, who were entirely 
leaked. He required, that by the 25th of 
October, fix millions * in money fliouid be 
tranfmitted him, to enfiire a fortnight's pay ; 
ahd ht announced at the fame time, that he 
hoped afterwards, far ifrom exhaufting the 
national treafury of its dafli^ which was then 
Viery fcifce, he would make liarge fums flow 
into it from the Low CoUiltfieS, and eftablifli 
the dirculation of aflignats. It was in oc- 
cupations fltch^ ks thefe that he fpent the 
fdur days he remained in Paris, which he 
Was very happy to leave, ahd this is a proof 
of the truth of that fentence in Plutarch : 
** 'Glory, like the light, is more ufcful to 
luch as feel its effeds, than thofe who are 
clad with Its beams/* 

The jacobins proclaimed every where, 
that he had come to' the capital merely to 
flatter his vanity, and to concert dangerous 
plots with the fadiort of the Gironde. The 

Vol. III. U latter 
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latter attacked hinx more infidioufly, at the 
very time they were carcffing him. Theji^ 
Vfhifpered^ that he was. defirous. to, mfkc 
hafte. tp terminate ^the war, in order to. ac-- 
quire aa influence at the head of a vidoriouS; 
armj^, apd rajfc himfdf to the didatprihifr.. 
Their newfpapers, withoyt naming hiro^. 
fprewarued thp ncpple.tp.diftruft Cadar^ ^d. 
tp dread. Monk. As to M^rat, he announced i 
l^ldly^ that this genqral was, ahout. to con-, 
qucr. the, Lpw, Gquntrica on.purpoffe tp. injjfes^ 
l|inf>fqlf dwke. of Bcabantw , 

Rojland, whofe wife was the central I>oi^t, 
o/the party, of the Gironde, ha^ written, aud^ 
repeated b^eforje his face,^ that they could not> 
but di^truft hini,, when, they bch?.ld him, 
continually infifting on the, neceflity of fpl^ 
lowing his plans, and conpplying with, his, 
opinions; that all the generals ought to.be^' 
independent ; that the mpre talents be pofr 
feffcd, the more he was dangerous.^ that.it 
wa3.not.to be forgottep,. that on his qpjttiiji;, 
the^ adminiftration, he had difplayed great 

attachment to the, ^^^Sj ^^^ '^^ ^9- ^^f^^ . 
manifefted unequivocal ligns of forrow re- 
lative to his lot. Dmnouriez; had ihown 

tbi* 



this lettet ta.Genfctfine-, J5riif0{yoand the 
oih^r xBinifters ; ^11 pf them acknowlddgctd 
it was ill-tirpcd : but as Rolaad .\yast 'merely 
their organ j he had reafon to fuppofe, that* 
thefe exprefCons conveyed the fentiments of 
the fecret meetings at which this celebrated, 
and too much puniftied woman aflifl;ed. 

This fadlion, but more efpecially. .Roland;' 
fache,:and Briflbt, afFcded an excefs of fto* 
ical rig.our, which they decayed proper to' 
cbncihate the entireConfidence' df the people,: 
and. which in the end ruined all the girott^* 
difts*: bne might alfo: apply to theni th'^ 
other remark 'of Plutarch,: in the life of Catb' 
of Uticaj to whom Roland- was at the'titrib* 
compared 1 " In the extrenaes of virtue', it is* 
often- caprice that preVailsv and irifinu^eV 
itfelf under virtue*s mafks** HypDCri'fy was^ 
too feeble an engine againft ruffians 'fa detcr-*^ 
mined as the leaders of- the jacobins. 

The general fet'out \^^ithj(yy from Paris t 
on the aoth of Oftober, oil purpofe tofpeni^ 
a couple of days in th^ country near- Peronnev 
both to meditate on his oWn plan, and ».t<» 
repofe himfelf after the fatigues atid intrigues* 
of the capitaL He repaired to- yalcncichhes,: 
U z oft 
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oil the morning of the loth ; the troops Uil- 
der Beurnonville arrived there on the 21ft 
and 22d.- At his appiroach, the Imperialifis 
haflened to raife the fiege of Lifle, to leave 
the Frenth territory, and to return to their 
own frontiers. 

On his arrival at Valendennes, he learned 
that Servan had refigned, and that he was 
fucceeded by Pachc. He was very well con- . 
tented. He knew that he was the intimate, 
and conftdential friend of Roland, whofe pro- 
bity he efteemed, and that he was put into 
office by means of him and the faftion of* the 
Gironde. Pache was a man of talents and ap- 
plication; the fiadion to which he was at- 
tached did not indicate the Idafl prefump- 
tion, that he would become a furious jaco- 
bin. But the defire of- rendering himfelf in- 
dependent, and of fupplanting Roland, in- 
duced him to throw himfelf immediately into 
the arms of the Mountain. He began by 
difmifling all the old clerks in his office, and 
delivered himfelf up entirely to the diredlion 
of Meufnier and Haffenfratz : the firft had 
been long the enemy of his benefaftor, ge* 
ueral Dumouries&;-the-fecond was anadven- 
r\i turcr 
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turer from Mentz, of the name of Lelievrci 
whrf after being a bankrupt had become a 
furious jacobin. To thefe two men ire to 
be attributed the diforganifatiop of the army, 
and all the mis£9rtunes that refulted from it ; 
they alfo made us lofe the fruits of arfuperb 
campaign, that ought to have given peace 
to France, The confequences that might 
have been exped:ed from it were the fafety 
of the king, thb re-eftabli(hment of the con- 
ftitution, the return of the laws, the abcdw 
ii6n of anarchy, and a general amnefty. 

it ought here to be remarked, that one 
^f the juft reproaches lavi(hed upon the mo- 
narchical government was the inftability of 
official iituations, which did injtiry to puUic 
affairs, at the fame time that it perpetuated 
fadions, hatred, vengeance, and the misfor- 
tunes of the people. Never was this infta- 
bility more notorious than finee the revolu-* 
tion. Never has the fpirit of party more in- 
fluenced the expuliion, and the nomination 
of minifters, or afforded greater fcope to 
roguery and ignorance. 

Indeed it is the fame at prefent. A com- 

ioittee cpniifling of a dozen of bold villains 

U 3 reigns, 
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l^gqPj fnd wUl cfMHifi^e fo to dOf until it 
jSiall Ims fijippl^pted hj {ofnfi other fantaftical 
£qrga c/ gov^crnpicnt, which the guiUoiiae 
\Vill elev:^te, ^4c\tt oS^ m its turn. And 
this IS th^ Uhertj ^of the French ! this is 
tb? ohjc^ of their frenzy I this is that for 
yhi^h .thfty Hav^ lacrificed their charafter, 
their law5f tb^ir religion ! •. This is the hap* 
pinef; in {which jtb^y wi(b to j»a|ce all Europe 
participate, ]>j thp forge pf fat>rcs and of 
bfyqnet? ! 

The fifft ohftacle Dpnaourif at experienced 
in ^h^ e3§ecution of hi§ plan proceeded frpm 
9 n^n, who Jie iip^giapd would have fq- 
qpjudfd him with g^eat promptitude. He 
bad caufed ^'S^Wdpun^ye to be inyefted 
iprith thp titl^ of general in chief, and he, 
cpmwniJcd under hini the army of the 
Qorth, as Valence did the army of the Ar- 
dennes. He knew that Labourdonnaye pof- 
feffed but little capacity, and few talents. 
He was rich, defpeiiided from a refpe<S;table 
family in Britanny, had been a major general 
previous to the revolution, and employed 
ip the ejjuc^tion of the children of the count 
4*Artoi5. Till? Rian bad /roni the firft been ♦ 

friendly 



fricfhcHy/tothcffcvdIutidn, like many others, 
wifft a vfew tofavc his ^ealth^ at>d aft a bril- 
li'aht p&rt. He ha^ frequented the clubs, 
4c4mred popularity, and by littfc and little. 
Bad pi-ocurdd a reputation, and jslli intdreft 
among the jacobins. The moment he be- 
held himfelf general in chief, he afpired it 
independence, and even at being entrufted 
with the expedition into the Low 'Countries. 
He began by writing fanatical, haughty, 
and ilWinled letters to the gfeneral. He fent 
him Tv^ord biie day^ that he was well ac- 
xjuaintfed with his own niediocrity, that he 
neither afpired to be Caefar, nor duke of 
0rabani:, but thai he was an exdellent re- 
publican, and would render the good caule 
triuhitjhant. The general IhdWed thefe let^ 
ters to the three commiffioners of the con- 
vention, Delmas, Bellegarde, and Bois da 
Bais, whom he had found at Valenciennes, 
with a view to nip this quarrel in the bud ; 
they befought hirh to accompany them to 
Lifle, where they received the complaints 
of all the general officers, to whom Labour^^ 
donnaye wa* infupportable. He fpent whole 
4ays in reading the Moniieur^ and the ja- 

U 4 cobin 
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cCobln ncwfpapcrs, and ip keeping up a myi^ 
terious correfpondence Vith the moft famous 
jacobins. . The general entered ipto a ypjy 
.fevere explanation with hi(n, announced that 
if he put any more obftacles in thp y/zy of 
his planSt he would bereave him of his army, 
-leave him without troops in the northern 
department, and even caufe him to be re- 
moved immediatfsly, if tbis puniChment did 
not prove fufficipnt^ Labourdonnayc wept, 
;and pronjifed every thing ; and the general 
being appeafcd, returned to his army* 

He then drew up his plai^ of the can^- 
paign, and fent a paper pf inftru£tipns tp 
each of the generals, who werp to a6l on 
his right and left flanks, that there might' be 
.a conftant uniformity in their movement^. 
The fprcps defined to feizc op the Lo\7 
Countries ys/ere vtry copfiderable, and it was 
iropofliblp/of the duke of Tefphen, even after 
thejunjS^iop of Clerfait, to rcfift them. 

He determined gbpye all things, not to 
commit the famp fault as the Pruffians op 
their cnt(ering Champagne, they having loft 
all the advantages rj^fulting from their enpf**- 
pous fupcriority^ by keeping their forces ip 

a body, 
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> body, and not extending them, which 
ivould have obliged general Dumounez to 
have divided his line of defence, and. this 
would h^ve been every where feeble. He ac- 
pordingly took meafures for dividing the whqlc 
pf his ?irmy into four bodies, which wprc 
to aft fepargtely, but yet in fuch a manner 
as that two or three of th^m could reunite 
according to circvjipilances, and the orders he 
plight fend them, as fpon as he had difeo- 
yered the mode of defence intended to be 
adopted by the enemy. 

This plan of the campaign confifted of two 
grand movements, i. By the ift, general 
Valence, with the army of the Ardennes, 
compofed of fixteen thoufand men, was to 
piarch by Givet towards Namur, to cut off 
general Clerfait, who was pufliing forward 
)vilth grjeat rapidity from Luxembourg, and 
prevent his jun6lion with the duke of Tef* 
chen. He reckoned that Valence would file 
pff by Givet, about the 5th of Odober ; but 
obftacles, which this brave general, who .has 
fcrved with great ability, was unable to 
control, retarded this event to the 13th, and 
general Clerfait had tl^erefore time to leave a 

ftrong 



tttbti^ garrifon in tht titadfcl of ^smut, ^mi 
to effea: a junaion with the dukb of Tfif- 

* 1. LieuteMht-gerifertil ©'ttatVittfe Was to 
ieavfe Matibetige, to advance toCharleroi v^ith 
twelve thoufand men, tb rejdn gencf^l Va- 
lence, on purpofe to covef thfc fifege of Na- 
mur, to remain afterwards in the touttty fif 
Kimur, to Check the fupt)lies which might 
he fent from LuXenlbourg, whilfc Vilence 
coniinoing to defcend th6 Meufe by Huy, 
Ihould march towards Liege, and preV^ht 
the duke of Tefchen's retreat^ if, aftfef having 
pafTed the fVontler, he chofe, as wa$ r6porre^, 
to encamp behind the canal of Vil vorden, to 
'defend' the Scheldt. This prince would theft 
hive been forced to retire by Gampine and 
'Ruremonde. 

3. Dumouriez with an army qf forty 
tkotjfand men was to march to Mofis, and 
thence ftraight on to Bruffels; * driving thd 
^uke 6f Tefchen before him, with aii inten- 
tT^on, at the* fame time, t6 give him battle, 
fnould he wait for that purpo^. 

Laboyfdbnnaye with eighteen * thoufand 
tritti was to encamp at Cifoing, to approach 

Tournay 
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'Toui-'aay with a view to force the duke of 
Tefchcn to divide his toeans of defence, and 
to feize on it, if the Iitiperaliiis (hould leave 
hat a fmall body to defetid it, A carps of 
four hundred men was alfo to march to 
Courtray and Deiiife, on purpofe to force all 
the little detachments on the frontiers of 
Wedft Flanders, to fall back to Antwerp, 

If the duke of Tefchen aflembled all his 
forces at Tournay, Labourdonnayc was to 
retire to Lifle, and Dumouriez, become mafter 
of Mons, and on his inarch to Bruflels, 
would have (hut up the duke of Tefchert 
between the Lys and Scheldt, ordered the 
two bodies of his troops on his right tp re- 
join him, and captured him and his whole 
army. But this event could not occur. The 
duke of Tefchen, after aflembling all his 
forces, could not colleft more than forty-five 
thoufand men, and the French confifted of 
double that number, befides a large corps of 
artillery. 

This firfl: movement, on the part of four 

grand divifions of the army, muft neceffarily 

oblige the duke of Tefchen to fall back as 

far as J^rulTels, and that too, without fight- 

^ ing ; 
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ing ; for he would be afraid left Valence having 
joined D*Harville fhould march by SoaibreflT 
towards Bruflels, or by Juddgnc to Louvain, 
to take him ii) flauky while Dumouriez con- 
tinued at the fame time to drive him before 
him, which would have aftually occurred^ 
He would thus have been obliged to have 
abandooed the pofition of BruilelSy and to 
have retired towards the Certemberge, or the 
iron mountain, .either op tlus fide of^ or bei» 
yond Louvaii), 

Sy the fiscond movement the two armies 
of the right were to unite under the orders of 
Valence at Namur, if the duke of Tcfchen 
fiiould immediately advance to Liege ; Va- 
lence, in that cafe, was to take Namur, and 
Dumouriez to purfue the Imperialifts as far 
as the Meufe. Laboyrdonqaye was to make 
a rapid march to Ghcpt, thence to Mecklin, 
where with his right he would have threat-F 
ened to have turned the right flank of the 
enemy, and with his left to have befieged 
the citadel of Antwerp. His divifion, con- 
fifting of four thouftnd men, was to cfcort 
fix twenty-four pounders, which were to be 
embarked on the Scheldt. Six more of the 

fame 
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fame calibre followed the great army, and 
twelve others remained at Valenciennes. 
This fccond movement was* intended to ef- 
fedl the complete evacuation of the Low 
Countries, and Dumouriez neither expelled 
to find refiftance, nor to fight a battle. While 
the troops were thus pulhing forwards, two 
thoufand men belonging to the garrifons of 
Dunkirk, Gravelincs, Bergues, and St. Omcr, 
were to feize on Bruges and Oftend, where 
they would not meet with any refiftance. 
Dumouriez was to pafs theMeufe, whenever 
the caftles of Antwerp and Namur, or at leaft 
one of them, (hould be taken. 

This plan experienced a multitude of ob- 
ftacles, delays, and changes. Labourdonnayc 
forgot all his oaths, and wanted to equivo-* 
cate relative to his inftrudlions, on purpofc 
to fubftitutc another movement in the place 
of that he was ordered to make ; for he alfb 
had drawn up a plan of the campaign. He ' 
wiihed Dumouriez to march to Mons, along 
with D'Harville, to allow Valence to adl by 
himfelf on the Meufe, and he was defirous 
that he himfelf (hould Uy fiege firft to Of* 

tend. 
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(eiid, wkb the <army tiadei^ bis ebmmam!^ 
and aftcrwarcls to the citadel of Aiitwerp. 
. Involving- himfclf thxis with twenty-two 
thoufand men between the fea and the cdnals^ 
a very fmall body of troops was only ri^ef- 
fcry W oppofe his niarchi by difputing- with- 
him the paflage of the canals, and cutting* 
down I the bridges; he would have thus loft" 
all the advantages refulting? from his/ fuperi* 
ority, and as he commandfed an amiy of re- 
cruits, and he himfelf was not a rttan or 
capacity, he might have beeh beaten, being 
too far diflant to receive timfely fuppo'rt j niorc* 
efpecially, as according to his project, - his at-^ 
tack had neither any connexion nor com- 
munication with the other armies* 

The general on this tranfmitted the ftridleft ' 
orders to him to execute his inftru^ioiis 
without any deviation whatever, warning* 
him, that if he neglefted this, he would de- 
prive him of his command, and beftow it 
on general Duval, whom, at the intreaty of 
all the other generals, he fent to direct hirti^ 
He had made Miranda and Duval lieutet^ht* 
generals, on purpofe to rccompenfe th^fe for^ 

the 



J 



C: 3PS > 

during; t^he campaign agaiaft the^ Priilpsfift^*: 
^p alfo pUced hii^ ver)?^ abj^^ <^i4^4^cfifj$p^ 
^hilip^EJeveaux^; whp ^had rwanagcd^J^eU^r-^ 
ipap;i fq>*fqllr, atM>^^ the pjer-fQn.pf L^bft^fr- 
4pi;^n^yQ> . Bjat hob did not iiicceed; with tl:wt 
general, who wa^ ^alfew, proud, and obftri^* 
jjcrous J; an^. feeing .himfelf treated' d$ a:fpy5) 
hprcjir^d ^tt the end of four days,- aacj^afrj 
f^r^ hiffl^ thi^t nothing, could- bo^dpne witfr-, 
t^is . filly and ambitious man, ^ who tr^nfn^t-e* 
t^, l9ud complaints tq the miniftersr^ndrthc 
j;^x>bin8. laga^ift. his geaeraU i^ating tha^t-Ottt. 
of mere Jealousy, he. h?df rej?fS(*d; ai>:^«:el-t 
Ifjit.and e^fyplan^ ofti purpofe. ta mafcerhiniK 
x^ifcarry^befpTiB Tovxn^y, avery ftraagplacei 
dpfend?d^by. m ^rfuy, and to facrifice hiip tO: 
IviS; an^bkiqn^ Th^, gfncr^l receij^Ki letters 
on this fubjedt, but he replied^ that .he, would; 
npt a^lter* his;p}af)| t^at I^abourdpniSiajreiinuft 
ci|hcf ejjceeute hij.Jnjftro3;ioa§^ or remaiftia, 
FJia^dt^Si and i thaV he: had bpttcr * g^nerak' 
to occupjihi; place,* 

Thf;.4elay:pro?<B^4943f«WP;th.c. miniftep atr> 
war>. who: di^-; npl f^nd. gfe^' coats,, fho^y, 
c^mp, n>^<e5i?Jft, appmgmnitiQn, ^ artillery, aaxi. 
6 money. 
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ikKMiey. The whole of theie ought to hiVd 

arrived on the 25th of O^ober ; and Dumoa<f 

ricz, after having allowed four days reft, in 

good cantonments, to the troops that had 

arrived from Champagne, had tflUeci . orders 

for afTembling them on the 28th in a camp 

on the extremity of the frontiers, between 

^^arouble and Qmefvrain* He did not find 

tents^ and other camp furniture, prepared fof 

more than half of the forty thoufand mett 

who compofed this army, and burned with 

ardour to take the field. The fame caufe 

produced the fame embarraflments relative to 

the troops afiembled at Maubeuge and Lifle, 

although every thing had been forefeen and 

arranged during the generars ftay at Paris. 

He attributed thefe delays to the change in 

the miniftry, and the removaliOf the clerks 

in the war-office. 

He had a moft excellent commiflary-genei^l 
of the name of Malus, who was already 
hat$d by the clerks of the war department 5 
they accufed him of ariftocracy, and diffolved 
all the contraQs he entered into, without 
fttbftituting new ones in their place. The^ 
minifter at war was at this time buSed in 

deftroying 



( 3<^$ ) 

deftrpjjkig ^he adroipiiftr^tio;! for fupplying 
the Wfny wjth pi-pvifionsj: which in France 
had been broughf to'a.tiigh'4€^grte of perfec- 
tion by fixty years, expo-iencc, . and which, 
dtiritig ail the fctsier. wars,, had conftantly 
infured the fubfiftenqeiof tjic armies, and the 
operprions of the generals^ Merely becaufe 
it was an old i|)fii|^tion, it was acci^fed 
of ariftocracy :; even had, this been true, 
there would not have been any great danger, 
all that was necjcffary being to watch the 
fuperintendcnts. . . ; ., ,. 

They had rendered the ffioft eflenlial fer- 
vices in Champagne,, where, in confequencc 
of the rapidity of unforefeen pipvenpents, it 
would have been eafy to have created a 
fcarcity of provifion, if they had been ac- . 
tuated by incivic intentions, as they were 
aCcufed, without fubjefting them to fufpicion. 
The general had given his teftimoiiy in their 
favour, and made an eulogium on them in 
his fpeech to- the convention; This ^was 
therefore confidered as a body which he pro- 
tedled for his own advantage : it was there- 
fore neceffa'ry to cafhier it, on purpofe to 
deprive the ambition of the new^ Ca^far ojF 
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its afiiftance. Thus t&XbheA the }acol»ns^ 
and thofe bdlonfging t6 * the public Uffiees, 
who, on a change^bf fyftefti^ wottld find fomc 
^eanlhgs for th^tefelV^.- 

Pache, hf way of Making his court to 
the people. Was eager to decry the admmi£- 
tration of his predecdObrs, *i[|)ecialiy Servan, 
and to dHIblve all his contrails, promrfin'g at 
the fafiie time to ^ftabliflt the ftrideft eco- 
nomy ; and it wias ift the courfe of a very 
trifle campaign, that by this diflblution of 
all the contracts relative to the army, he^al- 
ficd every branch 5of the fervice. It was thus 
that,- by driving from the fervice of the ar- 
inies all thi Experienced clerks, on purpofe 
to fut^itute ignorant and ftarving jacobins 
in their ftead, he had reifed the expences of 
the war alone, to tv;^ hundred millions of 
/futes a m6ntb, reduced tht armies to the 
ittoft frightful mifery, and made the beftcom^ 
kirtod and moft ifertain plans mifcarry* 

Thefe delays were ftill more notorious 
in refpe<a to that part of the army that affem- 
Wed under general Valence at Givet. He did 
not find any thing prepared, and was obliged 
to wait for his artillery, his ammunition, and 
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draught horfcs, until the ipthof Novctuber. 
Being thus unable' to take the field, he could 
not intercept the march of general Clerfait^ 
'who eiftfted his jundioti without any ob« 
Aacle. General Dunftouriez perceiving that 
the feafon was far advanced, and wifhing to 
take advantage of the month of November, 
\(^hich was charming, deemed it better to 
aft without the ailiftance of Valence's army, 
than to delay the campaign ; and refolving to 
commence his operations early in the begin** 
ning of that month, he made an alteration 
in the firft movement of his plan. 

He ordered Valence, as fbon as he (hould 
be ready, and without waiting for his artil- 
lery> to advance rapidly by Charleroi towards 
Nivelle, to turn the enemy *s. left flank, if it • 
meant to remain in its pofition at Brufiels ; 
and as he calculated, that this firft movement 
rnade by Valence Would coincide with the 
fecbnd movement of the other troops belong* 
ing to his army, he direfted lieutenant-gene- 
ral D'Harville*s firft movement from Mau- 
bcuge towards Binch, fo as to turn the left 
of the enemy in its pofition at Mons,- if it 
perfevered in retaining it. 
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He left Valenciennes on tbe 28th to join 
the army. He bad drawn up a proclamation^ 
in which he announced to the Belgians, that 
the French woiild enter their country as bro- 
thers and friends ; that their defign was merely 
to aflift them in the recovery of their liberty; 
that they would neither intermeddle with 
their government nor their laws ; that they 
would leave it to themfelves to form any 
conftitution they might be inclined to adopt ; 
and that they would not levy any contribu- 
tion, nor exercife any z€t of fovereignty, or 
of conqueft. He tfanfmitted this paper to 
Paris, and it was approved of by the con- 
vention, which at that time refpe<^efd itfelf. 
It was found confonant to the declaration of 
the rights of man and the French confti- 
tution, as well as found policy. 

Thb proclamation was accordingly adopt- 
ed, and the general was allowed to pub« 
lifli it. He caufed it to be printed in the 
two languages*, and Tent copies of it to 
the generals under him, with correfpondent 
mftrudtionsy in which he enjoined them, as 

* French and Flcmiih'^Tran/. 

foon 
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foon as they entered the towns of Belgium, 
to aflemble the people, to publifli this pro- 
clamation, and to exhort them inftantly to 
change their magiftrates and adminiflrators^ 
without however making any alteration in 
refpeft to the form of the impofts and the 
government, that right refidirig in the whole 
nation, which ought not to decide on its con- 
flitution, except in a national aflembly, 
which fliould be fummoned as foon as Bel* 
giuna was entirely delivered from the Impe- 
rial troops. 

It was at this epoch he wrote to t;he 
convention that on the 15th of November 
he ihould be at BruiTels ; he entered that 
city on the 14th : and on the 30th at Liege ; 
be arrived there on the 28th* His campaign 
was calculated like a game, at chefs, in con- 
. fequcnce of his great fuperiority ; and had it 
not been for the infurmoyntabk obftaclcs he 
experienced on the part of the minifter at 
war, he would have been at Liege on the 
aoth, and on the 3bth at Cologne. 
, His plan at that time was to drive the 
Imperialifts before him, to oblige them to crofs 
the Rhine, to take up his winter-quarters 
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between Cleves and Bonn, and to fend Va« 
knee to Anderaach, to keep up the commu*' 
nication with Kellermann, through Coblentfis ; 
thus occupying the courfe of the Rhioe^ 
blocking Luxembourg by means of the army 
under D'Harviile oh one fide, and by that 
tommandfed by Ligneville on the other. 

That fortrefs, which was ftiU incumbered 

with fick and heavy baggage, and exbatifted 

of provifion in confequence of the long ftay 

of the Pruffianarmy, being unable to draw^ 

any more fupplics out of the adjacent coun« 

trjr, which is naturally fterile, or to receive 

any convoy from Germany, would have beefi 

forced to have furrendered, perhaps even 

during the winter, after having experienced 

the ravages of famine and difeafe, or wouH 

have eafily fallen at the opening of the 

next campaign* The perfidious retreat of 

Kellermann, which had left the Pruffiana 

mafters of Coblentz and TrSves, and prince 

Hohenlohe of Luxembourg, added to the cuU 

pable arts of a jacobin minifter, rendered this 

plan, which would have terminated the war, 

abortive. 
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; ., Tbulin and .^^Qujf^», . -^ 



Tjhb duke of Tcfejiep occupied the Vik 
lages beyond the rivulet of Quiefv^ain^ his 
left flank was fppporjtfiil by the wood of S^rs, 
his right by the mnr j?f Haifoej- and the 
marih in front of St. Ghiftlain. This; was 
^- very gpftd portion, a^d could have beeii 
long nciaip|taiijgd> VfiO^P f fppcially if he had 
tbriowa vp jsatrepqhoi^nts in the wood of 
Sans, whtQh njight t^esn^ve been confidered 
as iojpenetrable. Qp his right, be had a 
{b»ll bpdy of troqpp in the wood of Her-? 
n^ilage, which maik^ed Gondp, and kept up 
an int,ercqvirfe with ibpr ,or five thoufand 
men ilaticped je^t JSw^y.. Tbis cancip commu- 
nicated with that of Trinity, confifting oiF 
fcven or eight t;houfand men, commanded by 
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general Latour, who alio occupied Tournay. 
Small detached bodies, occupying Lannoy, 
Roubaix, and Turcoing, harafled Lifle. Ano- 
ther fmall corps was-ft^tioned in Varneton, 
at the jundion of the Lys and Marque« 
Thisfyftcm of defence was well planned, but 
it prefentcd too confiderable affront, for 
twenty-eight 'or thirty thoufand men, which 
conflituted the whole of his ftrength, before 
the junftion of general Clerfait, who brought 
Kim an icceffiotf of 'about fifteiff-ar eighteea 
thoufand mcDt ; . : .] i . 

* This defchfivef poifition on the part .rf the 
^ukebf Tcfcheii mSy be Compared with: that 
of' the cantoTimenlfs of gcheral '-Wurmfer 
and the duk^' bf Brunfwick - in AlfaetV' *o-^ 
wards the latter end of the year 1^93, V^ith 
this exception, that' the retreat ofi the tluke 
of Tcfchen was mire^certairi^ tH&t his- po- 
rtion was not fixed^* like that of 'the com-*- 
bincd army, and that he had not a great 
river' In his rear. The cantonments ^of the 
combined army pofleffed too extenffve a front 
not to be liable to be pierced thfou^h the 
centr?. * ' . r 
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The blockade of Landau was rendered 
abortive as fobh' as the? duke of Brunfwick 
had failed in the attack of Bitfch. It wouW 
have been art leaft tieceflary, that general 
Wurmfer, abandoning the lines of Mrfutter, 
had contented himfelf with gukrding thofe ' 
of iiaater^ charging hinaTclf, by nieans.of Jiis 
left, with the defence of thefe lines: from 
Lauterburg as far'as Wiffembourg, an^d rc-» ' 
joimirg with his front the Ecuffian line' of ' 
defence by Berg^^berri to. Anweiler; whence 
the Pruffians would have guarded the .right 
by Kaiferflautern. It wpuld eveQ Ijaye been 
ilill tettef for the duke of Brunfv^icjc to hav? 
abandoned Kaiferflautern, and tQ liave ilrait^ 
ened his line of cantonments by Spannberg, 
to Neuftadt, covering his right flank by 
means of Speierbaclu 
t - This conneded fyftem of defence Would 

[ have pofleffed uniformity. Indeed, it would 

! have beea abandoning fort St. Louis to itfeif, 

I but.it was in a flate to fuftain a iiege; and ' 

if the French had been fo rafh as to. have 
[ yridert^kea it, they, wojuld have been ftill 

near enough to have fuccoured it, either by 
I the right or left bank of the Rhine. This 
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jiege would have. occupie4 their attention for 
fome time, and it would not have fvilfilted 
their objeft, as this> ought to have been to 
relieve Landau, which plai:e would have been 
forced to have furrcndered, or at le^ft. thj5 
attempt for its relief would, have obliged the 
French to have fought a battle, and to have 
attacked the two armies i&n pofitio» comp^^ 
enough to be defended wkh fuccefsi 

la that. cafe,, inftead oi attempting {x> dan* 
gerous an attack^ perhaps the Preach army 
of the Mofelle would have .advanced againft 
Treves, Coblcnt^, ^nd-Mentz, wkh a jview 
to induce the cbmbined army to fori&lce its 
podtibn. It would .havb then becii neceflary 
to have thrown the troops of the drcles i»to 
thefe places, to have proteded .them from a 
fudden attack, and to have kept the original 
objeS in vie*r. If the army of the Mofelle 
ventured too far, they could in that cafe have 
attacked the jirmy of Alface, and either beaten 
or forced it to fall back, which would have 
greatly precipitated the furrender of Landau, 
an effential (>bje<9:, to which every thing 
elfe ought to have been facrificed. 

The pkn of defence adopted by the duke 

of 
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6f Tifeheti lieittg mce Itncjwri^ tiie gcncrai 
arranged his fir'ft'moverftkit in (mh a matiner 
as to dii^e blrti from dl his pofts St the faww 
fime, or tb oblige Kihi to fight *6'*a<ilfa^^att* 
tsgfe,' 5 mfeafurc which hfe did not fiippofe h« 
would riik. 

As early as the 28th^ he had difpalched 
through Cond6 a body of eight thoufandttea 
tinder the orders of igeneralBernerftn, whciai 
be had created a major*geh'eraI, with orders to 
clear the wood of Berliiflkrt, and then to take 
poft there. Lteutenant general Ottioran, who 
^bhimahdedinOonde, unfortimately was noc. 
in aftate^o ftrve during the campaign, om 
accoimt of the breaking biit of a woiMid 
Which 'he had received at the attack of Savatift 
nah in Artierica ; he however could fupcrin- 
tend thii firft ^t^olution. This divifion 
menaced Ath arid Lelize, being able to matchf 
along two excellent rbadV, leading from thef^ 
fwo towns to filattOUt 

By way of keeping up the communitiatidn 
of this detached body with his army, he 
enjoined Beurnonville, who commanded his 
advanced guard, to tak^ poft at Quiefvraio, 
and occupy Montreuili and PooittieltkiiL 
4 The 
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The Impcriaiifts ilationed at Raucourt and 
Bufy harafied the d^v^fion under 3erneron, 
and, during fomc days, he had a. variety of 
fevere ikirmiflies between Perwels.and Blat* 
ton. This is what ;general Dumouriez was 
defirous of, on purpofe to attract the prin- 
cipal attention of the general intruded with 
the defence of Tourney to this fide, and to 
oUige him to withdraw, left he ihould be 
placed betu^cen two fires. 
' 'He. ordered general Laboufdonn^ye to en- 
camp on the heights of Sanguin, with the 
bridge of Bouvines in his fronts. and to detach 
lieutenant general Duval with one third of 
his army to Pont-a-Treffin. This move- 
ment ncccflarily obliged the Jmperialifts to 
withdraw towards 'Tournay all the detach- 
ments which they had at Roiibaix, Turcoing, 
9nd Lannoy, which . laid wade the rich 
diilri^ of Lifle, without Labourdonnaye, 
although far fuperiour in point of force, 
having the good fenfe to drive them away. 
He had great difficulty in getting this move- 
ment executed by Labourdonnaye, who 
wrote to him, that he could not rifk himfelf 
fo ifar in advance, unlefs the general would 

come 



( 317 ) 

come with Ac whole of his army to Maulde^ 
on porpofe to fupport him ; that Toumay was 
well fortified and repieniihed with a nuipe- 
rous artillery; that the eneipy had conftruded ' 
entrenchments on the outfide of the town^ 
along the heights ,o£ Hertain, Lamain, and 
Marquain ; and that he was already in too 
great, danger- at the camp of Sanguin, be'- 
caufe the enemy could cut him o£f from 
Lifle. 

The general difcovcred in Labourdonnaye^s 
letter, either a greait degree of cowardice, or 
a decided difinclination to the fervice, .He 
accordingly ' fcnt . to him^ his aide-de-camp 
Devaux, with ppfitive orders to quit Lifle, 
where he then was, to repair to, and place 
himfelf at the head of his army, and to 
afi^mble his general officers, not to decide in 
a Council of, war if he (hould execute, but 
how it was pecefTary to execute an attack' on 
the heights of Hertain, Lamain, and Mar- 
quain, and afterwards of Tournay. 

He intimated, that the intelligence he had 
received relative to the defence of Tournay 
was fallacious. Ife informed him of the 
poiition of general Berneron, which was too 

difagreeable. 
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Jiitgreeal>le to the enemj, for it to think of 
ddending Toumay. He alfo .announced, 
that he himfdf ihoul<jl attack the duke of 
T^fchen on the 3d or 4th of November, and 
.that general d*HarviUe was charged to turn 
the ieft of the Impecialiftv ^ the fame 
manner as he was to turn their right* Colonel 
Dtvaux prefented to general Duval a copy 
of thefe inftruAions, with orders to com- 
municate them to the other generalsi and 
to ai^me the command himfelf, fliould 
I^ahourdonnaye perfiil: in his difbbedtenl^. 
On this he came to a determination, and 
, repcured to the camp of Sanguin, with a re* 
^ution ta'make ufe of as many obflacles 
^nd delays in the execution of thefe orders as 
poffible. 

After having enfured the movements of , 
his' left wing, the general, learning that the 
duke of Tefchen was inclined to defend the 
pofition ^f Mons as long as pofiible, thought 
that he ought to draw near to getieral 
d'Harville, whofe march to Binch had car- 
ried him to too great a diilance, becaufe 
there was no longer any idea of preventing 
geheral Clerfait*s junftion. In confequence" 
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of the detachment which h6 had made of the 
<livi[fion of eight thou&nd men under the 
command of general Bemeron, there re- 
mained no more than thirty-two thoufand 
witti hiinfelf. . By the reunion of -general 
Clcrfait, he eftimated that the duke of Teii» 
chen muft have at leaft twenty-five thoufand 
men, and not wiihingto leave any thing to. 
chance, he reinforced hinafelf with the twelve 
thoufand men under general d'Harville, oa 
purpofe to prefer ve his fuperiority. He 
therefore ordered him to come and encamp 
on the. I ft of November at Hon, at the end of 
the wood of Sars. 

On the 3d, the Belgick infantry, without 
cinnon, but fupported by the huflars of 
Chiamborant, finding themfelves too much. 
Argitened at Montreuil, attacked the Auftrian 
advanced pofts, in the village of Thulin, and 
^ove them thence with the utmoft eafe; 
-but they were fo imprudent as to purfue 
them, and engage in the plain towards the 
mill of Boujia. The Imperial huflars oij 
this fell upon, furrounded, and either put ^ 
to the fword, or took prifoners, four com- 
panies. The regiment of Chamborant march- 
ed 
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ed to their afliftance with the utmoft ia**^ 
trepidity, difengaged them, and fufiered con- 
fiderably, the Impenalifts being infinitely fu** 
perioun BeurnonviHe, vexed at this little 
check which his Belgick infantry had brought 
vpon tbemielves, by fighting without orders^ 
tranfmitted an account of the particulars, and 
ftated that he was about to withdraw his 
advanced pods, and only retain Quiefvrain. 
He had at that time his four brigades of 
infantry, and his artillery, flill encamped near 
the abbey of Crefpen, with Honneau in front, 
and he a6iually evacuated Thulin, where the 
Imperialifls once more took poft. 

The general had not then received fhoes, 
great coats, camp equipage, or money, but he 
had come to a decifion to open the campaign. 
On the very day that the check was experienced, 
at Thulin, he had rode to his right, on pur- 
pofe to order colonel Frechetille, who com- 
manded a body of flankers belonging to the 
right wing, to advance, and extend from 
Angres to Fayt. The wood of Sars is very 
thick, and very eafy to be defended, more 
efpecially with Auftrian and Tyrolefc chif- 
feurs. There is an opening and a road in 

the 
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the wood, between Fayt, and the caftle of 
Sars. : The general wifhed to eftablifli a 
Gommunication, by means of this opening, 
with the divifion under general d'Harville, 
which, having arrived on the ift at Hon, .had 
jdrders to file along the right of the wood by 
Blargnics and Sars, that he might^ be con- 
ftantly. ready to affift in the attack which 
general Duaiouriee: was about to make by 
the left of that wood, between the wood 
and the river Haifne. 

The wood of Sars is almoft in form of a 

very long ifofceies triangle, the acuteft angle 

of which prefents itfelf before Hon and 

Taifnieres. It is nearly three leagues in 

length. Its bafe is terminated by the vil- 

lage&. of Framery gnd Pat u rage. Between 

.thefe villages and Mons, which lies a little 

towards the right, on leaving Hon, -is an 

elevated plain of about two thoufand fathom? 

.in kngtb. In front of Mons is the fuburb 

or village of Guefme^, whence is a paflage to 

the town along a broad caufeway that leads^o 

^Bavay, . 

To the right, and by the fide of the town, 
is a height called Berthaumont, behind which 
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is a ftill greater eminence called mount Pal- 
lizel, and in the rear of this mount is the 
height of Nimjr, which flanks the great toid 
leading to Bruffels, The Haifne furrounds 
all thefe high grounds. . On the left of the 
caufeway of Cuefmes, between this daufcway 
and that of Valenciennes, is the village of 
Gemappe, which extends along a fpot of 
ground abounding in wood, and elevated in 
the manner of an amphitheatre, which ren- 
ders it a good poiition; but which has the 
difadvantage of being bounded behind by the 
river of Haifne, and having too little depth 
for drawing up an army in order of battle. 

This village commands the whole plain 
as far as the wood of Sars# Below, and to 
the left of Gemappe, are. the two Villages 

of Quareignon, and TTie lattet 

is on the banks of the Haifne. Th6 ground 
to the left of the wood of Sars, as far as tht 
Haifne, reaches, ftill defcending however^ from 
Mons to Quiefvrain, St. Ghiftlain, and C6hdd 
Very near to the end of the wood, within ii 
league and a half of Gemappe, is a little emi- 
nence on which ftands the windmill of Bouflu. 
Bouffu is a large market town on thie borders 

of 
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of tile river, ami is confequently cofnr»3rtded 
from the mill Such is the ground oa 
which theyipxight from the 34 to the 6th. 

On the 3d at night,' the general/ oil return* 
jng from his right to his- head quarters at 
jHoonaing, received the account tranfmittcd 
tP hioa by Bcurnonville of the check at 
Thulin, and of the refolution he had taken 
to withdr^iw the advanced pofts belonging 
to his vanguard. He confidered this ad- 
venture io a far di^rent point of view. Hq 
poilefied far too much fuperiority over 
the imperialifts to think of commencing 
with a retreat, which could only whet their 
courage, . and malce a bad impreflion oa 
his own troops. He ordered him, therefore, 
to march the whole of his advanced guard, 
which was to pafs the bridges of, Crefpin 
and Quiefvrain, once more to attack the 
wllages of Montreuil and Thulin, on the 
»ext day, which was the fourth. He rein- 
forced this vanguard with three brigades, or 
nine battsalions, commanded by the duke de 
Chartres. He commanded the army to hold 
itlelf in.readinefs to march, and he himfelf 
proceeded to his own advanced guard, 
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The Impcrialifts did not defend thefe 
Villages; but retired to the mill of BouiTui 
where they had pofted a few pieces of 
cannon. He perceived with great pleafure, 
that the conteft was only with light troops, 
and that the Imperial army neither fupported 
in force the wood of Sars, nor the excellent 
pofition of the mill of BouiTu. 

He threw three battalions of chaiieurs 
into the wood in queftion, he fent to enjoiti 
colonel Frecheville to penetrate on his fide 
along the centre, and he tranfmitted orders 
to general d'Harville to march, taking cax'e 
to file along the right of the wood, always 
keeping up with the, former^ a circumftance 
which he would be able to judge of by the 
firing of the muikctry. He ordered fix 
twelve pounders to advance to cannonade 
the mill, and he marched in three columns 
to take poffeffion of it. The charge was 
fo briik, that the enemy made hafte to with- 
draw their cannon. The free battalion, of 
O'Donnel, which endeavoured to throw 
itfelf into the wood, loft four . or five 
hundred men, who were maflacred by our 
chaffeurs* 
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' He did not think that he ought to ilop 
it the mill of Bouflu. It was of great im- 
portance for him to reach the plain fronting 
the end of the wood ; 

' ift. That • the enemy might not be able 
to fend troops back, to recommence the at- 
tack, cut off his communication with r>'Har- 
ville, and refume the advantage, ^f. fuperior . 
ground : 

^ 2d.' T<i fuppbrt himfelf by means of this 
Urme wood, that he and D'Harville might 
ftiCitually fuccour each other in confe- 
^uence of a fecond attack on the palrt of 
the' enemy : 

3; In fine, ta participate in the- advantage 
I'efulting from the height, and by extiendinghis 
^tie along the plain of Paturage, to force the 
enemy to retreat* He accordingly advanced 
beyond the wood, and extended his infantry 
from the mill of Bouffu as far as Frameries, 
The corps under general D'Harville remained 
•drawn up in colunjn, at Genly, Engy, and 
Noirchin. The moment he had gotten poC- 
feflion of the hill of Bouffu, he fent orders - 
to the army and the park of artillery, to 
Y 3 march 
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march and occupy the pofition between 
Eilouges and Hefhin, as a fecond liae^ s^ 
it fpent the night under arms, in tha| 
fbtion. .J 

^ Ue was greatly aftoniihedi, that the Impe* 
riaUfts had not fupported their detachment^ 
in the wood of Sars^. and the mill of Bouffii^ 
more < efpecially as he found entrenchments 
at the top of the village of Bouflu, which 
in<^cated a defign to maintain this Ijne. lie 
fopppfed, that the ooarch of D'Haniille teF^ 
wards the right of the wood had m^dc them 
jtfraid of beipg turned by Fragieries, ^a4 
induced them, to narrow their:. defence at 
Oemappe : this is indeed what wpuld have 
happened, but the Frefnoh tvould have loft 
many men in this attack^ whieh would hav(; 
ibeen 16ngand dangerous, and thelmperialifist 
being in pofle0ion of the high ground;,! 
would have always been able to haye returned 
•to their entrenchments at Gemappc. 

On the 5th, the general caufed .Quarcig^ 
non to be attacked by the Belgians, fup- 
ported by three free battalions, whidh fortised 
the body offlarike|-s belonging tp the Itfft, 

He 
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JEic qaufe4*thQ: vanguard .uAdcr . Beurnojivillp 
^adi^ancc in/rcmt of Fjameries, faciog th.e 
jgiC^t joad leading to Cucfmes ; he ranged 
his army in column along the wood, but in 
jGnch a mariner as to be able to place it in order 
pf battle \>y facMjig to ^the left, parallel to 
tlae village of Getnappe, and with thp wood 
19 lihe rear. , . : v 

JH^jpoflted twi^lw battaliQns on his left to 
^^po^t ,t}ie attack on Quareigopn, and Ijo 
^akc ^tbf village pf Gemappe in the rear, b^ 
tumifl^ \\ ajong its right flaijik. ^He d^vide.d 
.Jus cavalry- intojthrce bodies, to fupport the 
^-^rpejdi Virions of his in^ntry, pofted in the 
^^aiQji which were to attack the. vil^ge. PJe 
caxifediiis artillery to file along his who^e 
front, .and .placed it .fo as ,to produce a crqfs^ 
fire pn tl;ie enemy's , fixed batteries. 

He , ordered gpneral D'Harville to march 
and take poft on the heights in front of 
Sjiply, whence .he - could extend along thfe 
heights of Berthaumont, apd menace mount 
rP^li^eL While he made this difpofition, 
he caufed the attack of Quareignon to be 
continued, on purpofe to amufe and detain 
¥4 thc^ 
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the enemy, for he was afraid left they ftbuld 
take kdvantftge of the night to abandon their 
entrenchments at Gemappe^ pafs tHrough that 
town, and proceed to Berthautnont;*' Psdil*- 
zel and Nimy, which might hat^e been d?- 
feded. This indeed is the reafon that in- 
duced the general to keep the ' troops all 
night under arms, fo very near to the enemy^ 
He has fince been told, that general Beau* 
lieu had advifed to attack him during the 
night. This advice was certainly the beft, 

' provided that of retiring was not followed^ 
which was ftill better. Generil Besiulieu 
recoflefted what had occurred to hiralfelf 
hearly in the fame pofitioh, duririg^thc month 
of April preceding, agairift general Biroh, 
But the troops were no longer the • fkme. 
This attack would perhaps have produced 
a momentary diforder, but as fobn as it 
had been difcovered, the Imperalifts would 
have been overwhelmed on every fide, and 

. Dumourie^ then turning them, either with 
his right of left, would have furrounded them 
before they could have regained their ciif 
trenchments, t 

this 
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This opinion, ,howevcr, i§ that of an enter-* 
prifing warrior, and was better than they 
adopted, of allowing themfelves to be at- 
tacked on the morning of the fucceeding 
day, in the cntrcnchnaents of Gemappe, hy 
Frenchmen,. 



C HA E. 
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C HAP. V^ . 
The Battle ofGemappe. 



On the 6th, at break of day, the cchxj- 
mander in chief fcnt orders to general D*Har- 
ville, to be very particular iu obferving what 
pafled on his left, at Beurnonville*s van-guard^ 
to advance always in a line with him, out- 
flanking at the fame time the left of the 
Imperialifts pofted on Berthaumont, to dire£t 
the fire of his artillery againft it, and to take 
advantage of the moment of its retreat to 
advance rapidly to the top of mount Pallia 
zel, whence he could gain the high ground 
of Nimy, thus turning Mons, and cutting 
off the retreat of the enemy along the great 
rc^d leading to Bruffels. This general could 
not contribute to the fuccefs of the battle, 
becaufe the town of Mons was between 
him and the pofition attacked ; but he might 
complete the vidory in cafe of fuccefs, by 

attacking 
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ftttacHng the* enemy with frefii troops dur-» 
lugksjetri&sit. 

, G0peral, Beojiaonville had in frfuit of him 
|d^e enemy's left> wio^, fbMioned on a height 
J:h§t coyer? Ctjcfn^es, provided with five large 
redonbtSt This height bordered on the ftragi^ 
^ling hoirfes of .Gemappe. Several other 
redoubts epctended all abng the front, and 
9s:far«fs. the right fiamk^^f the village below 
Quareignpn. Twenty pieces xxf heavy ;artiU 
|ery, amd feveral howit^rs, independent of 
%the4>^ttalian guns, were diftributed ih thcfe 
j-edonbts, f nd preiented three rows, of fire ; 
trees, hoUpw ways, and houfes, confUtuted 
formidable entrenchments. 

In ^he centre of this front, which corrc- 
.fponded with the centre of the French army 
commanded by lieutenant-general deCbartres, 
was an opening with a road that led to 
Gemappe* The Imperialifts polled a few 
iquadrons of horfe there, which, in cafe of 
diforder during our attack, were to fall oa 
4he centre of Dur infantry. 

The left wing of the French arnay was 

<iondnded by three major-generals^ Ferrand, 

Plottefieres, and Hozieres, in the abfence of 

^ 7 lieutenant- 
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lieutenant-general Mirianda,. Mrho Was ftill at 
Paris. General Ferrand, as thefemor^6fficrr» 
commanded this wing, which bang draWn 
up in the form of a fquare, was to attack 
the village by the right extrerhitytif its front 
and its right flank. ^ 

This terrible pofition was defended^ ac-. 
cording to the eonfeflion of the ImperaKftsi 
by nineteen thoufand men; but according 
to the flatement found at Mons; among the 
papers of colonel Fifcher, one of the prin* 
cipal officers of the ftafF, the duke of Tef- 
chen*s army amounted to twcnty-feight thoui- 
fand. The contradidlion is only apparent. 
He might not have had any more than nin^^ 
teen thoufand men in the entrenchments of 
Gemappe, for the reft might 'have been 
placed in Mons, and on Berthaumont, op- 
pofite to general D'Harville. 

Dumouriez ordered Beuraonville to begia 
the attack, dire6ling his march at the fame 
time towards Cuefmes. He had ftationed 
along his front ten fixteen and (ixteen twelve 
pounders. Labayette, an able colonel of ar- 
tillery, planted thefe cannons in fuch a manner, 
that every redoubt was attacked in flank by 

tWOr 
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two batteries oP'two pieces each, and a brifk 
fire commenced all along the front at eight 
o*clock in the morning;. 

The general, after having been employed 
in riding along his front, from* the break of 
day, went to find general Ferrand on his 
left. He perceived, that the attack of the 
village of Quareignon was carried on very 
fmntly. He therefore made general Rozieres 
advance with two twelve pounders and four 
battalions, ; to fupport and pufli forward the 
Belgick and French infantry ; the village was 
carried in his prefence. He then gave or- 
ders to gtfneral Rozieres to continue his 
ittarch^^long the great road, to draw up his 
cavalry, confiding of eight fquadrons, in order 
of battle, and to attack the right flank of 
the village; with a body of infantry. He 
Commanded general Ferrand to attack the 
angle, and the right extremity of the front of 
the village, and as fbon as he perceived- ge- 
neral Rozieres afcending along the left flank, 
he was no longer to amufe hinifelf with a 
cannonade, but to march forward to the 
charge with bent heads, and fixed -bay- 
onets. . ^ 

He 
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He rccommoidcd to him to mtkc tkd 
attack by battalibn in column, to preierve this 
order in the village, and not to extend his 
front, until his right (hould rejoin the left 
of the centre divifion. He left with bina 
fome officers belonging to the ftaff, whom 
he was to fend back with information re-> 
lative to the progrefs he made in the attack} 
and be tcdd him, that he would wait in 
expe£l:ation of hearing intelligence from him, 
at the divifion of the centre, which he would 
put in motion as foon as he learned that his 
attack had commenced* 

He repaired quickly to the centre, where 
he inefFedually waited until eleven o^clock 
in expedation of news from BeurnonyiJUe 
and Ferrand. BeurnonviUe*g attache w&s flow^ 
but he was detained by the v^ry brilk fire 
of five redoubts, which he could not filence 
by that of his own artillery, although the 
general had reinforced him with four fixteen 
pounders. As to Ferrand, his delay was in« 
excufable. 

At eleven o'clock, he begged colonel Thou- 
venot to proceed to the left, to caufe the at- 
tack to be commenced, to dired it after- 
wards. 
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wards, and not to rejoin him until he ftioiild 
be mafter of that part of the village front- 
ing the left. Thquvenot, on his arrival, 
found that old general Ferrand, who had loft 
his fenfes, ' continued an ufelefs cannonade, 
and had not come to any refolution; that 
general Rozi^res remained' concealed behind 
the hbufes of Quareignon, and did not exr 
tehd.his line; and that the troops, who were 
replete with ardour, murmured, and became 
impatient. On this he took upon himfelf the 
cotomand, conformably to the orders of the 
general in chief, put the columns in mo- 
tion, advanced rapidly agaihft the right flank 
and the front of the village, and carried the 
redoubts with that French impetuofity, fo 
difBcult to be refifted, and this fudden attack 
decided the afiair on the left. 

The general, who only . waited for this 
movement, drew up in column, by batta-N 
lion, the infantry of the centre, and made 
k advance with equal impetuofity againft the 
centre of the village. He caufed the open- 
ing to be mafked, by means of feyen iqua- 
drons of dragoons and huflTars. The centra 
crofled the plain with fuch rapidity, that but 

few 
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fev^ men were loft. But a brigade that 
inarched towards the opening, perceiving 
the enemy's cavalry advance, threw itfclf 
behind a houfe on the right, and left a va** 
cant fpace, through which this cavalry might 
have been able to have pierced the centre* 

At this very moment, young Baptifte Rey- 
nard, the general's valet de chambre^ infpired 
by an heroick movement and his attachment 
to his mailer, fet off at full gallop, found 
general Drouet, who commanded this brigadct 
made him afiiamed of his retreat, brought 
back the brigade, malked the opening anew, 
went for the feven fquadrons which this 
timid movement ^n the part of the in- 
fantry had flopped, conducted them alfa to 
the opening, and returned to his mailer, 
after having renewed the engagenient. ^ 

At the time general Drouet had given 
way, the brigade on his left made a halt; 
it did not flee, but the three columns of the, 
battalions which compofed it were thrown 
into confuiion, and lofl many nien, by re-- 
mainlng expofed to a fire of grape withiri 
half mulket fhot of the batteries. The duke 
de Chartres proceeded thither with precipi- 
tation 
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tation, rallied, formed the foldiefs into a 
larg« mixed column, which he gaily term- 
ed the column ofGtmappty renewed the conj- 
bat, penetrated into the village, and carried 
the three ftories of redoubts and entrench- 
ments. 

Soiiie fquadrdns of huffat-s, chafleurs, and 
dragoons advanced with as much rapidity as 
the infantry ; they fought with uncommon 
rage. Thouvenot, who had advanced along 
the right of the village, placed the Impe* 
ralifts betweeii tWo fires ; more than four 
hundred were drdwned in the Haifne, and the 
battle was gained in the centre, and to the 
right of the village. 

While the duke de Chartres rallied the 
Centre with fo much vigour, Dumouriez ex-* 
perienced a new caufe of uneafinefs. As 
Beurnottville did not make any progrefs iti 
his attack, he proceeded thither in great 
hafte, with two very oppofite intentions; 
the one to force the redoubts belonging to 
the enemy's left, in oYder to fupport the 
duke de Chartres' attack, the other, to aban* 
don this attack, and to return with the 
troops belonging to the vanguard, into the 

Vol, III. Z plain 
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plain of Paturage^ there to rally the troopS 
of the centre, and protect the retreat of the 
army, if the duke of Cbartres Ihould prove 
uufuccefsful, which was to be prefumed, in 
confequenoe of the firft diforder occafioned by 
general Drouet. 

Never did any general arrive Qipre op- 
portuaely* He found on the height of Cuef- 
mes two brigades of infantry, one of which 
was compofed of three battalions belonging to 
Paris, which had formerly ferved xinder him 
at the camp of Maulde. Thefe were turning 
the left of five redoubts filled with Hungarian 
grenadiers. In front was a large body of 
Imperial cavalry, that appeared ready to at- 
tack them, and at five hundred paces diftance 
before their left, a column of infantry, which 
only waited for the movement of the Korfe, 
in order to complete their dejftruftion. One 
hundred paces behind thpf^ two brigades, 
were ten fqijadrons of huflars, dragoons, and 
chaffeurs, expofed to the cannon mounted on 
iiie redoubts which fwept them diagoijally, 
and to thofe belonging to general d'Harville, 
who, in confequenoe of an inconceivable 

• blunder^ 
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blunder, miftaking them for the enemy^ 
raov^cd theni down from behind. ' 

• Thefe troops had not any general at their 
head;, for ther famous Dampierre, who ought 
to have commanded them, was not. to be 
found, although on. the evening bcfprc he 
had. uttered an indecent ; jeft againft hi» 
geh^ral; .ort fhis having delayed the- attack 

mrtU\th*roflwJftg. ' - *: 

BQurnoaviUe in the mean time proceeded 
along .the r^ar,. at the b«ad of two other 
brigades and the. remainder of his cavalry. 
The general had only time to pafa along 
the front of the two brigades, and to tell 
then>, that having their father ^t their head, 
they had not any .thi^g to fear. The' cry 
oi Long live Puu^unez ! aflared him of the 
good difpofition ^f this .body, which difplayed 
an heroick countenance, ;He then rode to 
the bead, pf the cavalry; it was time, for 
it began to ireak, and was ready to flee. He 
difpatched an aide -ck^camp to Bcurnonvilletq 
haften his march. At the fame moment the 
Imperial dragoons advanced at a gallop, in 
or4er to make an opening into the two 

Z 2 brigades,. 
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brigades, which, by means of a general dif^ 
charge with the muzzles of their muikets 
clofc to the enemy, formed a rampart before 
them, o£ the bodies of more than an hun*^ 
dred horfes and troopers. A fquadron of the 
enemy, that had come along the great road» 
endeavoured to furfound this body of infantry ; 
on this, the general, who had rallied his 
cavalry, detached tlie huffarspf Berdhiny, who 
plunged into the midfl: of, and difperfed thefe 
dragoons. The whole of this body of Im- 
perial cavalry, on this, fled as far as Mohs, 
and the column of infantry ^alfo began to 
retire.. ' ^ 

Dumouriez caufed the field of battle to be 
occupied by Bcurnonville, who had juft: 
arrived, made the two brave brigades which 
had decided the fate of the aftion, the 
horfe commanded by Frccheville feniour 
and Fournier, the huffars of Chamborant, 
commanded by Frecheville juniour, and thofc 
of Bcrchiny, commanded by Nordmann, movcj 
to the left ; he chaunted the Marfeillois hymn^ 
placed himfelf at their, head, and they pro- 
ceeded with great gaiety, and a degree of 

couragor 
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courage impoffible to be defcribed, to attack 
the redoubts by the gorge, .A great maffacre 
of the Hungarian grenadiers enfued. 

However, being ftill uneafy about his 
centre, wheq he faw that this attack had 
proved decifive^ he withdrew the elder 
FrccbeviUc with (ix fquadrons of chafleursi^ 
and fetting out at th^ir head, at » fmart trot, 
he proceeded along the village to the fuccour 
of his centre. He had not gone five hundred 
paces, when he beheld Montpenfier, , the 
younger brother of the duke de Chartres, 
arrive at full gallop, on purpofe to announce 
to hicn that th^ centre was vidlorious, and 
that his brother had gotten polTeflion of the 
village after a bloody engagement, Thou- 
venot arrived at the fame inilant, having 
paffed through thp village, and along the 
rear of the redoubts, and told him that the 
^nemy had fled. The engagement had com-^- 
ijicnced ?t nopn, and it was now only two 
oVlock. 

The general difpatchcd repeated meflages 
to d'Harville, to make him haften to occupy 
mount Pallizel, without being able to prevail 
vpon him, That officer ftill faw fome troops 

Z 3 oi^ 
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oh Berthaumont, , and be imagined that 
mount Pallizcl and the heights of Nimy 
were well provided with entrenchments ; and 
in truth, the Imperialifts had eftablilhed fbme 
redoubts there. It was in vain he received 
reiterated advice, that the battle was giained, 
and the enemy in flight ; he would not 
advance, and it was with fome difficulty that 
they could induce him to ceafe firing on the 
height of Cuefmes, which was occupied by 
Beurnonville. 

In the mSan time the army was horribly 
fatigued. It had lain under arms, and fought, 
during the laft four days. It was abfolutely 
nccefTary to allow it two hours repofe, and 
to make a diftrlbution of bread and brandy* 
The troops had not as yet eaten any thing, and 
it was not then the cuftom to intoxicate the 
foldiers, in order to lead them on to battle; 

During this paufe, the general became 
impatient at perceiving the Auftrians retire 
without being purfued, 'becaufe, in confe- 
quence • of their retreat, the town of Mons 
was between him and them, and d^HarvjUe 
alone was in a fituation to have turned that 
pUce, had be but followed his inftrudtionst 
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He himfelf would have proceeded thither, but 
he had not a firigle horfe capable of fuftaining 
this fatigue, and he had many orders to iffue, 
efpecially refpeftihg his provifioti arid his 
woundedt . 

He remained therefore with his vanguard 
^at the end of the village of Cuefmes. At four' 
o'clock he gave orders for forming the ranks, 
and announced that he was about to advance* 
Thefe brave* foldiers, forgetting their fatigues, 
teftified their joy by loud exclamations. It 
I was neceflary to occupy the fuburbs of Mons 

f by means, of the light troops, apd he fent 

f to fummons the town. A fantaftical event 
once more oppofes his wiflics. Thofe two 
brigades, which had juft exhibited an heroick 
courage, which had attacked a frightful po- 
fition, braved a triple ftage of mufquetry, 
and forced redoubts lined with a numerous 
infantry, in the midft of a frightful fifep^ 
artillery loaded with grape £hot, were feized 
with a panick terrour. They imagined, that 
the Itaperialifts had undermined the riioun*^ 
tain, la coqfequence of a fuppolition im- 
poffible in its nature, five battalions abandoned 
this pofition, notwithftanding all the vrepre- 

Z 4 fenfations 
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fentations of general Stettenhofen, who coip* 
manded them ; one battalion only remained 
with him, the reft threw themfelves, in 
thp utmoft diforder, into the village of 
Cuefmes. 

The general^ on being informed of this 
vpry iinexpefted event, difpatched other 
. troops to take poffpffion of Beithaumont, 
At length general d'Harville Jirrived. Hq 
pofted himfelf on mount Palli^e): on his 
rMching it, he occupied the hiU of l^imy, 
with only light pofts^ inftead of marching 
thither with his rnaip bod^. In the midft of 
all thpfe delays, the enemy cffeded its retreat^ 
and the night fet in. 

The general had impiediately detached the 
body of flankers belonging to the left towards 
Gclin ?qd the chapel of Notre-dame, on the 
Other fide of Mons and the river, to haraf^ 
the Uft pf the great rpad leading to 3ruffels, 
while d'Harville, poftpd at Nimy, hung upon 
the enemy's right. The flankers being too 
weajc, were obliged to allow the Imperial 
army to pafs, becaufe d'Harville did no(j 
fupport them. The general, greatly to his 
fegret, was obliged to defer until next day 

th« 
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tbi5 capture of Mo^s, and the purfuit of the 
cpetn/.. He had not made any preparations 
to force Mons, the commanding officer of 
\yhich mingled much addrcfs and great 
haughtinefs with his anfwers. He was 
forced to content himfelf with the fuccefs 
of the dayi and he fpcnt the night in getting 
batteries ready to attack this forry place, 
which was evacuated before the cnoruing^ 

Such are the particulars of the battle of 
Gemappe. It decided the fate pf the Low- 
Countries, but its fucc?f$ WQuld have been far 
iporc ppmplcte, 

I. If Ferrand and Beurnonville had cotxj* 
xpenced the attack at eight o'clock in the 
njornpg, becaufe this would havft gained thre^ 
)iours ; 

?. If d'Harville had ftudied better the 
inovement made by Beurnonville, which 
would havp prevented him from firing upon 
his troops, and advanced rapidly to the heights 
of Pjalliael and Nimy, for then the retreat of 
the Imperialifls would have been entirely 
cut off. Between two o*clock in the after- 
noon, and fix at night, there would have 
l^een time, with this body of frefh troops , 

which 



( 346 y 

\rhich had not as yet been in aftion, to 
have completed their defeat, and purfued 
them. 

The fuccefs of this battle was principally 
owing : 

!• To colonel Thouvenot, who deter- 
nitned, and condbfled the attack on the 
left; 

2. To the valet'de-chambre B'aptifte Re- 
Hard, who rallied the infantry and cavalry of 
the centre ; 

J. To the duke de Chartres, who rallied 
|be left pf the centre, and forced the centre of 
the village ; 

And 4. To the impetuous attack made 
on the redoubts to the right, by the command-* 
cr in chief. 

General Ferrand was fo completely be-? 
rcaved of his fenfes, that he has fince af- 
ferted, he did not fee coloijel Thouvenotj^ 
although it was he who dire^ed the move- 
ment. The officers belonging to the ffafF^ 
and the general's aides-de-camp^ difplayed 
the \itn)oft bravery and knowledge. Se- 
veral of them were , wounded. General 
Moreton exhibited extraordinary courage, and 
I ' lieutenant- 
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lieutenant-colonel Bourdois, his alde'de-camp^ 
performed the greateft fervices. General 
Drouet repaired his fault in the moft briU 
liant manner; he has fince died of his wounds 
at Quefnoi. 

There was not a fingle corps in the wholt 
French army, that did not engage, and at- 
tack the enemy hand to hand, either with 
their fabres, or fcrewed bayonets. The 
greateft lofs fell upon the battalions bc-» 
longing to the centre, which halted to fire; 
Thofe who marched ftraight forward with 
bended heads, loft but very few* lliis 
battle did not actually coft more than twcr 
thoufand men, fix or feven hundred of whom 
were killed outright; but many matrofle^ 
and artillery horfes were deftroyed, hecaulc 
that corps y in order to produce more ^ffeA, 
advanced with its ufual intrepidity, withia 
muiket fliot of the entrenchments. The 
Imperialifts loft about four thoufand men, 
and thirteen pieces of cannon^ feven of which^ 
of a large calibre, were left in the redoubts; 
But from this moment, defertion and difrpajr. 
took place in their arnjy* 

CHAP, 
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JS^rntron at Ath. Capture of Tourmy^ and 
OJlend^ 



On his fetting out on the 4th, on purpofe to 
attack the Imperialifts, the general had given 
orders to Berneron, to advance that; fame 
day to Blatton, whence he v^as to inarch 
without delay to Ath, if, as he then believed 
^ould be the cafe, the duke of Tefchea 
fhould abandon the pofition of Mons without 
cxpofiag himfelf to receive a check. He 
intended by means of the movement efFedled 
with this divifion, to cut off the corpmuqica- 
tion of the Inqperial bpdy of troops charged 
with th? defeqce of Tournay, and prevent 
it from rejoining the duke of Tefchen. Ber- 
neron was retarded, in confequence of his 
being in want of every thing ; he wias defti- 
tute of camp equipage, provilion, horles 

f9X 
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for drawing his iartiUcry, and mohty; He 
had ilfo the little camp of Bury on his left 
flank ; and as thefe were many new levied 
battalions in his divifion, he was ifraid of 
cxpofing them to fome accident. 

He accordingly could not arrive at Atti * 
until the 8th, after general Latour had al- 
ready paffcd through^ and fallen back uppa 
Bruffels, He found in Ath great quantities 
of ammunition, provifion, and baggage, i6 
well as at Leflines, Grammont, and Ninove, 
whither he fent detachments. But this 
movement was too fldw to produce all the 
efFed Which the general expefted from it; 
he could not however accufe general Ber- 
neron of difinclination to the fervicc, as he, 
on thp contrary, difplayed much couragft and 
zeal. 

It was not the fame with general Labour- 
donnaye ; he had difpatched an aide-de'-camp 
on the 3d, to announce to him, that he in- 
tended to march in order to diflodgc the 
duke of Tefchen ; he conjured him to make 
hafte to get pofleffion of the heights of Her* 
tain, Lamain, and Marquain, and to bring 
bis heavy cannon ^nd mortars before Tour^ 
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ntjy afluring bim that he would not mee( 
with any refinance, becaufe general Latour 
had nothing elfe left but to rejoui the duke of 
Xerehen, whether the duke intended to 
abandon the pofition at Mons, or to put him- 
i(elf iu the way of being driven from it. La- 
bourdonnaye, notwithftanding the preffing fo- 
licitjjtions of general Duval, colonel Devaux, 
})is ftaff officers^ generals, and the mijr- 
ipurs of his army, did not begin his march 
tintil the 6tb, in order to reach Hertain. He 
'was much^ furprifed and vexed on his arrival, 
neither to find enemies nor entrenchments, 
9$ he bad intimated ; he had carried bis 
heavy artillery along with him, but it was 
10. vain that they conjured him to advance to 
Tourney, , 

He remained the whole of the 7th in his 
pofition^ although during the night between 
j^he .6.th and 7th he had received intelligence 
of; the vidory of Gemappe, and notwith* 
iUnding many inhabitants in the courfe of 
the 7th had repaired to his camp, on ^r- 
pofe to inform him, that the enemy Igiad 
begun to evacuate the pkce during the 
preceding night, and that general Latour 

" . had 



i 35^ ) 

had commenced his retreat. On the mora« 
ing of the 8th, colonel Deyaux, indignant 
at the condufl: of this general, put himfelf 
at the head of four huffars, entered Tpumay^ 
fent to tell him that he was expeded by the 
townfmen, and then proceeded {iraight to 
Mohs, to inform his general of this inflance 
of cowardice or trc^fon, for it was impo^ 
(ible to fay what name ought to be gii^to to 
fuch c6ndu£l. 

Labourdonnayc accordingly entered on tbe 
morning of the 8th into Tournay ; he traniV 
mitted a pompous account of this coaqueft 
to the convention, whofe eulogiums and 
thanks he received in return. As fooa as 
he had edablilhed himfelf there, he caufed ^ 
proclamation to be published, in dire^ oppo^ 
iltion to that ilTued by the commandeer in 
chief; he alfp feized on. the public money^ 
and ordered contributions to be coUedled* 
This fyftem of fpoliation, which was fup^ 
|)orted by the commiffioners whom he ha4 
brought along with him from Lifle, (hpcke^ 
the inhabitants of that place, and zlfo of 
Courtrai, Menin, and Bruges, who fent de- 
puties 
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^ties to the commander in chicf^ to fhd 
iDinifterSy and the convention* 

Labourdonnaje*s conduft had many pifj^ 
tizans ; it was fimilar to that pradifed by 
Cuftine at Francfort« But the fituation of 
France in refpcft to the Germans was far 
different ; upon them might be exerciied thh 
rights of war and of conqueft. The fame 
rights did not exift in refpe£fc to the Bel- 
giansi, whom they had not conquered, but 
who had thrown themfelves into the arms 
of France, and to whom, with the confent 
of the convention), general Dumouriez had 
given affurances, that he had come to deliver 
them from the Imperialifts, and that none of 
the rights of fovereignty or of conqueft fhould 
be exercifed againft them. 

The general was exceedingly irritated at 
this enterprife on the part of Labourdonnaye* 
He ordered copies of his own proclamation 
to be pofled up in all the towns, annulled 
all the ordinances of this general, caufed 
all the publick money to be reftorcd to the 
adminiftrators of the country, prohibited tbena 
from obeying any order iffued by this general, 
which might violate their liberty, and wrote 

to 
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tbhito hdt to ihtermcddle in refpeA to any 
other than military operatibns, until hi (hould 
be replaced by . ia fucceffor, announcing to 
faiiin at the fame timie, that he (houid tranf-- 
hiit complaints againfl: hi^i^ and den^and his 
difmiffion* 

Accordiftgly*, in a letter addreffed to the 
executive power, he detailed the particulars 
df I^abourdonnaye's mifconduft, ftated that it 
was impofiibfe for the campaign to have a 
kappy oonclufion while he had fuch a fe« 
cond, and that it was neceflary to come to 
an immediate determination*: If they ap- 
proved the conduft of Labourdonnaye, he 
would willingly refign to him the command 
of the army; if they blamed it,, it would 
be neceflary to fend him back to the northern 
department, and beftow his army on a gene- 
ral who would not thwart the military and 
political plans of the commander in chief. 
The minifter at war, after fome tergiver- 
iation, fent back Labourdonnaye to Lifle, and 
left the choice of his fucceflbr to generaj 
Dumouriez. 

Dumouriez replaced him by lieutenant-ge- 
neral Miranda, on the refufal of lieutenant- 
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general Duval, who bad the modcfty to 6e^ 
dine the command of an army. A degree 
cf modefty,* very rare indeed ! Duval fervfed 
with the fame zeal until the end of the 
.campaign, under Miranda. He had an M 
ilate of health, but he was one of the beft 
general officers belonging to the whole 
army. 

The particulars refpeding general Labour* 
donnaye are detailed in this place, to prevent 
any further mention of him. He was at 
that time one of the moft ardent of Du* 
mouriez's concealed enemies, he th»efore 
could not have reaped any advantage, either 
in behalf of the ftate or of himfclf, by 
fparing him any longer. 

This bad general was greatly humbled by 
what occurred in confequence of the battle 
of Gemappe. He had announced, that Du- 
mouriez's plan was incomplete, and that 
he ought to have prderred an attack on 
the maritime places, entruiling this operation 
to him, at the head of the northern army. 
The general had afferted, on the contrary, 
that the garrifon of Dunkirk was fufficient to 
take the maritime places, and he had fent 

orders 
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orders to the commandant for that purpofc. 
Accordingly, as foon as the intelligence of the 
battle of Gemappe arrived, this officer took 
the field with eighteen hundred infantry, and 
two hundred cavalry* Nieuport and Oftend 
opened their gates to him. Bruges received 
him with joy, and all Flanders was fubducd 
without firing. a fingle muflcet* 
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CHAP. vn. 

Capture rfMcns. Engagement at Anierkcbh 
Entry into Brujfels. 



On the morning of thp ytb, the general 
entered Mons, where he was received with 
the utmofl joy by the inhabitants. 

His (ituatlon was far more embarrafling 
than before his viftory. The commiflaries 
at war, and the adminidrators of provifion 
belonging to his army, had remained behind 
at Valenciennes. He was deftitute of provi- 
fion, money, and means to enable him to 
advance. D'Efpagnac, a man of great ta* 
lents, and fertile in refources, found him in 
this fituation. He had undertaken the con- 
voys for the army. He lent him fifty thou- 
fand crowns, and in confequence of orders 
from the general, entered into a variety of 
contracts with the commiflary general Ma- 
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lus^ ft>r flioes and. great coats, of which the 
fbldiers flood in much need during fo rigor-* 
Dus a feafon. Certain opulent Belgians agreed 
to fupply thjB aritpy with provifion and fo* 
rage for two months. The general at the 
fame time iifued an ordinance requiring from 
the clergy 9. forc^ loan of 00c year of their 
revenues, with a promife to caufe this loan 
to he guarranteed by the Belgick nation » 
with which the French nation was to fettle 
on balancing accovhits at the conclufiou of 
jthe war. 

This loan on the part^ the clergy wa4 
aiTurance for thpm of the prf (eryation of their 
property, ai)d| ws^ calejalated to bring into 
prcu^atipn the moQey buried in the convents. 
As to the bargains relative to provifion and 
jfbrage, in a4dition to their enfiijring the fub- 
iiftence of the 2^rcny^ ^nd th? copfideratioa 
thai: the firft deliveri?? would prevent the 
fparc|i of the jgeneral frpn? being an^ longer 
delayed, as they were to commepce in a 
week, and continue without interruption, 
there refulted anptber advantage, which was, 
tjiaf the contraftors being paid in affignats^ 
they K^d an equal intereft with France her- 
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felf, to make them enter into circulation. 
Thcfe details occupied his attention until the 
nth, and prevented him from following up 
his recent advantages with vigour, which 
he would have done, had he not been def* 
titute. of every thing. D*Efpagnac, with 
whom the general alfo entered into another 
contract for arming and equipping the Bel- 
gians who offered their fervices, and by 
whofe medns he wifhed to form a national 
army, fet out for Paris to get all thefe 
agreements ratified ; not doubting, any more 
than the commander in chief, and the com- 
miflary general Malus, that they would be 
approved, and that the cohvention aiid 
minifter at war would confider it as ex- 
tremely advantageous, to have no occasion 
to fend any thing to this army, which would 
be entirely fed, clothed, and equipped by 
mutual confcnt, at t&e expence of the Belr 
gians ; to learn that the aj[Jtgnats were to bd 
circulated at the fanie rate as in Paris ; and 
not to account until the end of the' war, 
and then too, according to a calculation, 
which in confequence of the compen^afiotf 
to be made for the difburfemcnts of France, 

to 
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to infure the liberty of Belgium, would be 
reduced at the moft to a very trifling debt* 
It will be feeti how much the genisTal was 
deceived in his opinion* 

He fent one of his mJes-ik-^camp Xo Patis^ 
with an account of the particulars of tho 
battle of Gemappe, and he caufed) hina to 
be accompanied by the brave Baptiile, who 
received from the prefident of the crnivcnw 
tion a fword, a complete uniform, tht^ 
brevet tzxAl di dde-de^camp and- captain, tfacr 
ifratenial embrace, and the hc^ours of this 
fitting. This recompenfc did honour to tho 
nation itfelf, for true equality confiib in the 
eligibility of every citizen of a^ ftate to 
rank and dignity, when he ftiall have me- 
rited them. No other equality can exift but 
amidft favage hordes who are unacquainted 
with property, arts, and the diftindioris erf 
fociety. It a^ded bimJ pleafure ;to. fee ge* 
fieral Miranda, who had retorndd fromrParisi 
arrive' at Mons, and alfo the major-genehals 
Stengel and Euftace, who had remained fick 
at Valenciennes. The firft was liominatcd 
fecond in command of the vanguard; and 
£uftax:e, who was ah American, was appoint^ 
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to.hiad the body of flaoker^ belofigiQg to (ho 
left wing. 

But the per fon jwbofc arrival j^fforde4 bin^' 
the greateft pleafure was the bravp and re** 
ipe£bable^Lanoue. The commiflioncrs of the 
coitvention refiding at Valcactennes ha4paufe4 
him to be (hut up in a dungeop a( Dpuai, 
along with malefadprs ; hp h^d langujfhed 
there for the fpace of -three weqjcs, \yithpuf . 
being ^ble to obtain th^ npmina^jpQ of jiidgp^ ; 
whei^the generalyOQ h]s arrival from Pari^ 
at the end of D^qbqr, thought propjer tq 
exbroife in his faypiu: thq fage EngUlh law of 
baieas corpus j bj .offedng hitnfelf as |i^$ i^^lf 
He brought him tp Valepciepne^, and ap« 
pointed him an md^-^-Qamp^ taking care tq 
render an acpount to the minjAer of what: 
he had done, and tho qfiptiygs |)y ^^hiph IiQ 
was infiigated. 

He was certain pf thp prifoner's innpcencp. 
iind he deemed it pfpful to employ his ta« 
leotSt inore sfpepia}ly as he had but few ge- 
neral pfficer?. This had been depided at 
Paris as 9P ^^ of defpptifm on the part of 
thi9 general ; the moi]: furious werp an^sious 
to have him arrefledt The brave Lanoue, 
8 perceiving 



fercpivijig tb|t the gcnerqfity of his com* 
ipandcr was likely to involve hitp in difEcuU 
ties, facrificpd himCelf,, returned to Ijis du^^ 
geon, and wrote to tb? conventioji to de-p 
mand that judges might be appointed to try 
him/ This aft of refignation made his ac- 
jcufer^.blufli, judges were noininated, he was 
acquitted, ajaa came to make an offer of his 
^eal, his talents, and his life, to his friend. 

The general communicated his fuccefs to 
Valence^ apd defirfd him to be on the 13th 
or 14th at Nivelle, becaufe, being obliged, 
in fpite of his own inclinations, to allow the 
duke of Tefchen time to prepare himfelf, he 
hoped that he would Wjait for him behind 
» the canal of Vilyorden ; and, in this cafe, Va- 
lenpe woul4 be employed to turn the foreft of 
Soignies, on purpofe to harafs him on pafling 
the Dyle. He ordered Bernerpn to approach 
nearer his left, and to come and encamp at 
jlerines on thd iith. Hp marched on that 
very day from Mons towards Enghien with his 
arniy, and general D'Harville proceeded at the 
fame time from Mons to Braine-le-comte. 

He was fo badly fupplied by his convoys, 
that he was unable to perforin this march 
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ill lefs than two days ; his army accordStfgly 
did not reach Bnghien until t!je i^th; His 
vanguard was then at Halljj and BeurnonVillc 
had juft left it, to take upon him the chief 
conamand of the army of the Mofelle In the 
room of Kellermann • Stengel was then com- 
mandeV in chief. Dampierre, t^ho could not 
ierve along with him, went to take ,the com* 
ipand of Berneron's divifion, who re-entered 
the line two days afterwards. 

The general ordered Labourdonnaye to 
advance from Tournay to Ghent, to pufli on 
^is vanguard to Dendermonde^ and^ to be 
oppofite that place on the i3th without fail. 
fie fully explained to him, that he had no 
enemy to encounter, therefore that nothing 
ought either to prevent or retard his niarch,^ 
and that there were two or three fhdufind 
Imperialifts at Ghent, who would retire at his 
approach^ Labourdonnaye found means how- 
ever to lag behind for two or three daysi» 
longer ; but then his difinclination was not 
attended with any danger, biecaufe the ope- 
rations of the armies had become indepen* 
deht of each other* 
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0ft tfe eVi»ittg of the ritb, the gb»^ 
repaired to Hal)^ tvbere hii; va^uard under 
dolonel Thou venot was. On th* mornmg of 
the 13th he ent/ulbd a; detachmoitof two 
hundred £cot and fifty hoiie chafleurs to his 
own aide-de-callnp coforiel JDdvamc, in oftler 
to receive fotfle intelligence rcipefting the 
enemy. He received notice in two hcyan 
afterwards from Devaax, tfiat he was eo^ 
gaged with the rear guard of the Imperali^bt 
Vhich he found at 8t. Peterfiewe ; that he 
then kept them in pky^ but that if he re* 
ceived a reinforcement he would drive them 
before hiciv ; fbat the peafants had told him^ 
the Imperial army wa& on the other fide cS 
Brulfets, and that a rear guards confifting of 
two or three thoufand men^ wii left on the 
heights of Anderlech** 

The general on this tcJok- three thoufand 
men belonging to his advanced guards with 
two companies of- hoffe artillery, a«d ad* 
vanced to 5t. Peterflcwe^ having lent orders 
previoufly to general Miranda to march with 
the army to Hall ; fee ifibed fiftiilar orders to 
general' EPHarville, not wiflbiftg tq bring him 
from the other fide of the Senne, that he 

might 
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might not be entangled in the foreft of Soignies; 
He defired him to fend hiip bis vanguard, 
which was to join the body of flankers be<^ 
longing to the right, and the remainder of 
his own vanguard, in order to fupport him* 

Having reached $t..Peterflcwe, he cafily 
irove the Imperial light troops before him ; 
but when he arrived before Anderlcpht, ho 
perceived his left to be out* flanked by 3 
more numerous body than his own, hav« 
ing five or fix thoufand men in front of 
him. This was not a proper opportunity to 
engage at the head of a flendier vanguard'; 
but he was ftill Icfs difpofcd to retreat. He 
drew up his troops fo as to form a very cx^ 
tenfive front, and he commenced a |haip can^ 
ponade, at the epd of the great road* Thc^ 
enemy believing him to be ilronger than it-? 
felf, did not with to engage. At length, at 
three p^clock in the afternoon, the reipaindeir 
of his van arrived; he then made a vigorous 
attack upon the village, which was carried. 
The dragoons of l^tour, and a corps of 
hulans, were <?i}t np by his cavalry. A majoi: 
of the Imperialifts, of (he name pi Mahmi| , 
diiilingttiihf:4 hmfei^ during tl^is retreat;, 
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which coft the enemy five or fix hundred 
txien. 

Both Miranda and D'Harville marched ia 
the direflion of Hall ; on their arrival there 
they learned that the general was engaged. 
with fiiperior forces, and demanded afliftance. 
The troops heard aloud firing on , the fide 
of Brufiels^ and the wounded were condutSted 
from that quarter. The army on this be« 
coming uneafy, wifhed to proceed to the af- 
fiftance of its general, its /at her ^ threw away 
its (bup, and refumed its march, advancing 
haftily towards Anderlecht. This is one of 
the features in the charader of thefe foldicrs, 
that moft affected the fenfibjlity of Dumou-* 
riez« Hedifpatched word to them, that the 
enemy had been beaten, and was then re- 
treating, the army on this retuitiod, and en- 
^caipped at Hall, murmuring at the fame time 
at its general, who had expofed himfelf in the 
vanguard. Next morning, before day-light, 
it was again on its march, and the general 
enjoyed the plcafure:of being well fcolded by 
.the foldiers. It is impoifiblc not to love fuch 
men ! How much regret does it not occafion 
^im, to behold fo noble a character disfigured 
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fcy crimes 1 Oh I Frcndinaen, how ycm hwc 
changed fince 1792 1 But this terrible epoch 
(bf your IwftQry will be efikcod, your yirtues 
wiU return, tod you yourfelvcB wiil punifh 
the monftcrs who now miflead and diiho^ 
Hour you* 

Immediately after rendering himfelf maftef 
f^ Anderlecht, the general difpatched colond 
Weftermaixi with a trumpet to BruHeh^ to 
fummoQ the commanding ofBcers. Marflial 
Bcxider received the.fummons* He was en** 
4rufted with a fecond for the magiftrates^ 
The latter entreated colonel Weftermann to 
liegy that the general would not permit his 
troops to enter the city at the approach olf 
night, for feat left they fhould difperfe them- 
fclves,\ and the Impcrialifts, who were ftili 
^awn up ill order of battle near the park, and 
the gate of ^kvue, return to attack them^ 
which would |)roduce an engagement with- 
in the walls^ The general had an additional 
motive for f»rohiUting his troops from en« 
tering Bruflels at night : he dreaded plunder 
and licentioufnefs. He caufed it to be inti-* 
mated to the magyflrates^ to fecure their 
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jg3LtcSf and not permit one. Froicb foldier to 
tntor,. and he feat out (ilrong patroles of caii> 
v?ilry tp guard all the avenues. 

On the morning of the 14th, after having 
traced the camp for his army at Anderlecbt^ 
he entered Bruflels amidft the acclamations 
of the people. The ftreets were lined on 
each fide with a double row of Auftrian dc» 
ferters : they amounted to more than four 
thoufand. His foldiers conduifled themfelves 
with great propriety; neither the fmalleft 
violence nor excefs took place. He immedi- 
ately provided a garrifon of fix battalions 
and a regiment of dragoons, and he took 
advantage of this opportunity to get rid of 
Moreton, the head of his ftafF, who was 
incapable of filling fo important a fituation^ 
He nominated him commandant of Bruflels 
and Brabant, where he conduced himfelf 
very badly. He recompenfed the great ta- 
lents and diftinguiflied fervices of colonel 
Thouvenot, by appointing him a major- 
general, and placing him at the head of 
his ilaff. It was thus, that within the fpace 
of two months, general Thouvenot elevated 
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himfclf to the fccond place in th6 irthyf 
by his own perfonal merit ; and it is thu^^ 
that men of fuperiour talents ought to be 
promoted rapidljr, on purpofe, to render 
them ftill more ufeful« 
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Si^e of Antwerp. Engagement at Ijrkmont. 



The more the general advanced, the more 
did his embarraffments increafeT On enter* 
ing Bruffels, Malus announced to him, that 
there were no more than fourteen thoufand 
iivres in the military cheft, and it 'was ne- 
ceflary to provide money for fift;^ thoufand 
men vi^hofe pay was due* He was there- 
fore obliged to borrow eighty thoufand florins 
from the treafury of that capital, promifing 
at the fame time a fpeedy reimburfement, 
and three hundred thoufand livres without 
intereft from a banker, in whofc favour he, 
caufed a bill of exchange to be drawn on 
the national treafury. It was D'Efpagnac 
who pointed out this refource ; he had juft 
arrived from Paris, and had brought very bad 
news with him. The minifter Pache did 
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not choofe to give his affent to any of the 
contrafts. 

Cambon, who was the abfolute mafter of 
the finances, fald,* that it was ufelefs to 
agree with Belgick contradJors in order to 
bring the affignats into circulation ; that they 
would force the nation to take them, not at 
the value affixed to them in Paris, but at 
the fame rate as money ; that if the articles 
of fubfiftence, and ncceffaries for the army, 
coft more in confequence of fending them 
from Paris, than by procuring them on the 
fpot, that mode would afford a livelihood t6 _ 
a number of French artizans, and moreefpe* 
cially thofe of Paris, who, but for this, 
would become diforderly from the want of 
bread ; that the adminiftration of provifion 
and forage was a den of ariftocrats, who 
augmented, by means of their monopolies, 
the price of the neceffary articles of life ; that 
all the other contraAors were rogues, who 
charged extravagantly high for bad commodi- 
ties ; that, to obviate all thefe inconveniencies, 
the convention had authorifed the minifters 
of the home, the. marine,' and the war de- 
partments, to diflblve 311 the Companies of 
6 ^ - ' old 
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bid cohtra£larsi and to entruft the intcrefts of 
the nation to five or fix perfons charged with ' 
making purchafes of every kind, who wcr* 
to account in the fame manner as a clerk 
with his employer } that the company known 
by the name of the committee of purchafes 
ihould be charged with making all the bar- 
gains, without the liberty of being contrac- 
tors "themfelvcs ; that by thefe means an uni- 
formity of price would take place relative 
to all kinds of fupplies^ and they wduld no 
longer depend on the iiiduftry of the fore^ 
ftailers. 

D'Efpagnac pofleffed too much ability and 
knowledge not to be eafily able to refute 
thefe fpecious fophifms* The formation of 
A committee of purchafes would throw aU 
the articles of, the firft neceffity into the 
hands of fix perfons, whq were to compofe 
it. This would be reviving the pradice 
of the monopoly of grain, in the fame man- 
lier as it had prevailed under thd old govern- 
ment, which had beeh one of the firft ca^fcs 
of the revolution. The Committee of pur- 
chafes could hot eftabli fti an uniformity of pride 
for each article that might be wanted, througb-s^ 
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out a country fo extenfive, and varying ia 
much in refped to its produdions as France^ 
but by adopting the higheft price : as to the 
foreign territories where the armies were, 
the committee of purchafes being obliged 
to draw the provifion from the fpot, could 
only have it at fecond hand, and would 
be under the ncceffity of recurring to the 
contractors of the country : that thefe would 
either be fatisfied with the price already 
agreed upon» or would increafe it : that, in 
the firft inftance, there would be th6 addi- 
tional charge of two per cent, allowed to the 
members of this committee, while, in the 
fecond, they would befides this pay the en* 
hanccd price occafioned by the inexperience 
of the committee, or its connivance with fo- 
reign contraftors. 

As to the circulation of affignats, this could 
only be brought about by confidence, and at 
the rate ufual in commerce : that this circu- 
lation could not be equitably eftablifhed at 
par in Belgium, while a difcount of more 
than fifty per cent, took place at Paris : and 
that if this were attempted by means of 
. violence, it would be a robbery which would 
8 ^iflionoqg: 
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dtihonour the nation, render the Belgians 
difafFefted, and might be attended by the 
moft difagreeable confequences. 

This committee of purehafes was aiflually 
eftablillhed. It was compofed pf a Swifs 
banker called Bidermann, the partner of 
Clavieres, a Fleming belonging to Oftend, 
and three Jews from Strafbourg, of the name 
of Cers-Beer, the fons of a man who had 
rendered himfelf famous by his roguery dur- 
ing the leven years war* Thefe are the 
five worthy fyten to whom were entrufted the 
fate and the interefts of France. 

It was the minifter Clavieres who . had 
brought this machine into play, with the 
faftion of the Girondc, the greater part of 
whom poffefled large capitals, and became 
riders to thofe corttradtors difguifed under the 
iiame of adminiftratorB; Poor Roland, and 
perhaps Cambon himfejf, might have been 
feduced by the fophifms which they had 
made ufe of, while the minifter Pache and 
Monge were drawn into the fcheme by the 
clerks, who found their account in promot- 
ing it. The general would not have inter- 
fdeddkd in this afi^ir, but allowed the na- 

B b 3 tion 
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tion to be plundered without uttering my 
complaints, fince he could not haye prevente4 
it, if the diforganifation of his army, which 
followed clofe after, had not entirely ruine4 
his whple plan of the campaign. 

The circulation oiqffignati embarraflbd hin^ 
exceedingly. His army was, paid in mo- 
ney, but the flock-jobbers, who wiflied tp 
introduce ihe circulation of ailignats at par^ 
in order to gain the difference, furnifhed thecal 
to the foldiers, who in tHeir turn carried 
them to the petty (hopkeepers. For anar-? 
tide that did. not coft more than three or 
four Jh/s, the foldier required change for .an 
^iffignat of one hundred, whence violent 
^quarrels enfued, the tradcfman was wronged^ 
and the foldier accuftomed to rob. 

The army wiflied to engage the general tp 
order that the affignats fliould be received by 
the fliopkeeper, who, on the other hand, wa^ 
difpofed rather to give away . his mercbanr 
dize, than in addition to it, to pay n^ney 
for paper which would neceflarily produce a 
Ipfs of upwards of fiffy fer cent* Such ^ 
Older would have been unjufl, becauie the 
.army was paid in money, and had no pre- 
text 
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text whatever to rafufe making its fwn ditr 
Jwiffepnentg in ciih.*' . ^ ^i\ . . \ 

Tb? ma^ftrates of the io was foHcited hira^ 
^a the contrary, to direft th^t the tradefmea 
flwjuld apt he oWigfid to recmye fiffi^ats^ 
^is dcin^d wa3;jfttji£Wy Juft, but the c«n^ 
jaiiaflce witb it .wmMi h^ve completely ^^p^ 
jifpcjated iyftpqdu,.W^j<}o ^a injwfy tQ;hi8 
•j^i^ntry^ -,J[Ie ^^vif^.th? .cipea to iiTpe c<hi- 
^Qti^l ^qtcs.ift prqgompn lo the confi^p* 
tiop, ^ 9?. W516 . 4oi)e 4n F Wflce ; they re%fqd, 
hecQuJd $w)t.jpjagie tl^cm, a,nd thi5 ft^t?, of 
fHraffi^a CQotinued between the retail tr^^^ers 
i^^ thij f(^4i^rs ; it is to 4?e . pbferved^ lv>w?» 
^."^^^^.-tfe^ W^^r'^^ Ibldiers came tocpriu. 
jpji^, .jtb^ir pacers obliged them, either to 
4?ave;jthe jpef;(?h?n^i»)?, ^ to py, for it in 

Ao ?4m^?j#i?atJLve body was^ fprmj^d ^t Bruf- 

;iibls, which atiir/jt^ Jpping^felei^ied fr;gm 9U the 

dfffereijt i^ftes^ was wclj cotppofed ; b^t as 

:^ club was 6)rmed at the fame tjcpe, at 

which thf general wajj obliged tp aflift oqc$, 

jasibon ss^elj^d left Praffels, great changes 

were madje in this ^dminiftrative body^r an^ 

Moreton, 3L violgnt jacobin, becsim§ the exjemy 
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of tbe admipiftration, which however fupr 
ported itfelf couragcoufly to the very laft mo- 
nient, and refifted with much forc^ and energy 
a legfon o(/ans cu/oUes^ that haraffedit, and 
alfo the tyrannical injuftice exercifed by the 
conomiflioners of the convention and .the 
executive power. The prudence and refi> 
lution of this body, fuppbrted, amidft a va- 
riety of dangers, in 1793, by feveral afts oC 
authority on the pafrt' of general Dumourie2^ 
in oppofition to all thefc^ tyrants, faved the 
capital of Brabant from an entire fobverfion. 

Ih Mons, BrulTels, and all the towns of 
Belgium, were found much prbp6rty apper- 
taining to the emigrants, which was coiifift 
cated in behalf of France. But as'th^re were 
too few commiflarles of war in tfie army, to 
fpare any for this fervice, much pillage and 
difordcr enfued, relative to the feizurt and 
fale oif thcfe efFe<as, becaufe Uacroix and 
Danton, the commiflioners of the conven- 
tion, on their arrival atBruffels, had entrufteii 
a band of famifhed jacobins from l*aris, wHo 
' committed great diforders,^ with tiic fupeHri- 
'tendance of thefe operations. But little ad- 
vantage was reaped by the nation, and thus 

another 
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Another refburce for the maintenance of the 
army was exhaufted. The carriages, the 
horfes, and the arms, were diftributed among 
the general officers, and thofe belonging to 
the ftaffi • ' 

The general found himfelf detained in 
Bruilels, in confequence of all thefe cmbar- 
^yaffments, until the 19th. He had fent or« 
defs to Labourdonnaye to lay iiege to An^ 
^werp ; and to Valence, who had advanced as 
far as NivcUe, to return towards Namur, to 
block up that citadel, and to wait there for 
his heavy artillery, which had fet out from 
Givet on the 19th to join him. Jic invited 
the difierent provinces of Belgium to form 
inilitary committees, which were to fend de- 
puties to a ceptral committee at BruiTels, to 
iagree qn ^n uniform manner of levying na- 
tional troops* But too little cordiality pre- 
vailed among the provinces, to attain this 
degree of unanimity ; each formed independ- 
ent military committees, and charged itfelf 
5vith the levy of national battalions^ which 
fucceeded very badly. All of them evinced 
confidence in general Dumouriez ; but' as he 
had then too naany other occupations, to en- 
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gage in the political ^afEairs of Bdlgiun)» hft 
ref^rved tb»t t^lk ijntil winter. The vcxa^ 
tions he experienced pi) ,^he part even of 
France prev^tedbim^ in the end, frocq execuN 
ing the plans he had formed for the advan* 
tagQ of Belgium ^^d his native cquQtrj. 

The intdligence of thp apppistroent of the 
lecimimttee of purch.afe> snauUfjd aU the barr 
gains < into which the gsneral h^A ee^OTPd, 
to enfurc the fuhfiftenee. of his ari?>y% Ne^ 
vertheiefs^ if he ^id not mean to. retire 1:9 
the ffontief$ for w»nt pf provifion^ it was 
oeceiTary to maintain the e^Qcqtjon of thsfp 
agreements, . at leail * patiji . th^ ' coeag^tffii^ 
^ould be abb to ilatioa ito agents, snd poo^? 
«nence' its deliveries. . The cbntra&s with th^ 
Belgians were for two months, which would 
tifFord time for the eftablifhmfiirt;.of tbe-n^w 
i)oajd. Thus, the general being cotiftraizied 
%y the neceiiity he was i^ndeif of putting hiixH 
felf in a Goiidition to purfcie; the Imperiaiifts, 
did not perceive any inconveiUffnpe.ih follosKr 
ing this indifpenfable Hneof conduiSs ; bid; ill 
order to (heker the comrxMflary-geiierals Ma- 
lus and Petitjean, the latter of whom was with 
Labourdonnaye's army, and all the principal 
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pgents under them, he fool^ it upoa hiffiy 
fclf to iflue a written order to them. 

He leftBruffels on the i^th, and encamped 
pt Cortenbcrgqe. Stengel, with the vanguard^ 
had takep Mechlin, where he found more than 
eighteen hundred thpufand weight of gunr 
powder, a large quantity of arms, and a 
inoft excellent faundery. He defired the mi- 
iiifter of the marine to fend him lieutenant- 
polpnel Thouvenot, younger brother to the 
xpfficer of the fame n^imc at the head of hw 
pwn ftaff, who fuperintendcd the foundery 
pf HendrSt near Nantes, to- direift the'fcfta* 
■jWifliment at Mechlin. He wa5 in want of a 
great number of four pounders for his voltrti;- 
^ttcer battalions, and would foon ftaud in n(3«d 
pf m^re for the BeJgie infantry, which he 
was afcK>ut to form. ' 

There was a large quantity of materials 

in Mechlin, and the adjoining country; he 

wiftied alfo to eftablifli mahufadories there 

•for fmall arms, as par^t of his cavalry^ was 

'jdeftitute of piftols, and in want of carabines. 

All the dragoons had been obliged to give 

their fufils to the infantry, who had not a 

. -fufficient . number. - In fliort, one half of 

his 
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his vi£korkni8 army was difarmed. Lieute-- 
nant^colonel Thouvenot pofiefled fufficient 
ikill to enable him to reap great advantages 
from the eftablifhment at Mechlin. He ar-> 
arrived foon after, and the general, to give 
him more weight among the Belgians, who 
had a colonel of artillery of the name of 
Melfus, made him colonel and adjutant** 
general. 

On the 2otb, the army pafled through 
Louvdn, and encamped on the Pellenberg. 
The body undisr P*Harville, who marched 
on the right, croffed the Dyle at Corbeck, 
and took a pofition along the wood of Me- 
rendael ; the head* quarters were at Louvain^ 
and the advanced guards at Bauterfem, and 
.alopg the Welpe. The enemy in the mean 
time occupied the height^ of Ipumpticb la 
front of Tirleqiont, with a ilrong vanguard* 
His army was between the t:\yq Gettes, bq^ 
hind Tirlemont. 

On the 2 1 ft the general marched thp main 
body clofe to his vanguard, which he a4« 
vanced to Bauterfem# D'{Iarville alfp made 
a movement on his right, and, in confequence 
of the attack intended to take place ^^^t 

day, 
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day, marched through Meldert, towards 
Hougaerde, in order to turn the enemy's Icft^ 
in cafe it fhould maintain its pofition, which 
it was not expefted to do, becaufe it was not 
a good one, unlefs by facing Tirlemont with 
the Gette before it ; inftead of which, hav- 
ing their front towards Lou vain, the Im- 
perialifts had the Gette in their rear. A di- 
viiion of the army marched by Gladbeck, to- 
wards Oplinter. 

On the morning of the 22d, the general, 
being aftonifhed at beholding the ImperiaHfts 
ftill in the fame portion, attacked them with 
his vanguard. The combat was long and 
obftinate. The column under D*HarvilIe 
encountered many obftacles in its march ; 
that on the left did not arrive at Oplinter and 
Neerlinter until after the adron, which con- 
tinued until three o'clock in the afternoon. 
The ImperiaHfts loft three or four hundred 
men and many deferters upon this ckrcafion^ 
The general caufed his army to encamp on 
the heights of Cumptich, pofted the ad- 
vanced guard at Orfmael, and eftablifhed his 
head-quarters at Tirlemont, He ordered 
general D'Hatville to go and encamp at Ju- 

doigne. 
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doigne, and to proceed thence, in two marc^^s^ 
to Namur, to cover the fiege of the citadel^ 
which general Valence was about to under-c 
take, a circumflance that might attra£i 
prince Hohenlohe, with the troops belongj» 
ing to Luxembourg, towards that quarter. 

The duke of Tefchen*s army was at 
this time reduced to fifteen or fixteen thou- 
iand men at the utmoft, and although he 
was flow and difplayed much boldnefs id 
his retreat, Dumouriez was of opinion, that 
his own army alone would be fufBcient to 
oblige him to evacuate the whole of Bel- 
gium, although the garrifons of Mons, Brut- 
fcls, and Louvain, the fick, the wounded^ 
and ftill more than any of thefe, licentiouf^ 
nefs, had reduced this army to about twenty-* 
five thoufand men. 

None of the battalions of volunteers wertf 
Complete. The^ officers afforded a bad es:- 
ample; by either remaining in the towns, or 
returning to France. Indeed, the troops 
were entirely naked, and in want of pro* 
viiion ; and the feafon, although very fine^ 
was yet very fevere. When any complaints 
were made to the minifter about the miicry of 

the 



the army, he faid, that he had tranfmltted 
every thing neceffary, and then exhibited the 
ftatements. In truth, he had given his 
orders ; there were at Valfenciennes provifion, 
great coatsi (hoes, and money, but none of 
thefe arrived at the army, A projedt was 
formed to diforganife it entirely, and to dijt 
ctfncert all the plans of a general, whofe ca- 
reer was found to be too rapid, and whofc 
fiiccefs was too brilliant. 
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C H A P; IX^ 

Engagement at Varoux. Entry into Llegii 
Capture of the Gafiic rfNatnun 



On the 23d ail tfie geheral^s ftippoffition^ 
relative to the diforganifing projects of his ene- 
mies were confirmed by the decree of thtf 
convention, and the order tra!ilfmitted fay 
Garat, the minifter of juftice, enjoining hina 
inflantly to caufe Malus, Petitjean^ aiid 
d^Efpagnac^ to be arrefted^ and condu£ked ta 
the bar* This order was immediately exe- 
cuted. It left the army deftitute of the per-* 
fons who prefided over its fupplies. Tbofe 
who furnilhed provifion and forage at the 
fame time received orders not to make any 
further purchafes in behalf of the troops^^ 
and all their money was feized, which dis- 
enabled them from paying thofc employed by 

thenj* 
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A new comroiflary general prefentesd biwir 
felf ; hi& uame was Roaiin. He was > jacoo 
bin poet^ known by meai^s of two qr three 
incendiary dramas^ ope of which w^s qalled 
The lucague of Tyrant^. He had never 
been employed before in any branch of admi- 
niftration^ or in any of the public offices* 
This important place was beftowcd upon 
him, by way of recompence for a pamphlet 
entitled A Relation of the Battle of Go^ 
mappe. 

This roan, who was not invefted with any 
employment in the army, had viewed that 
battle either out of curiofity, or as afpy from 
the jacobins. He aiTerted in the publication 
jttft mentioned, that the wounded French did 
not receive any afiiftance, becaufe the com- 
miflary general Malus remained behind at 
Valenciennes with the ambulatory hofpital. 
This was a grofs untruth, for previous to 
the battle, the general himfelf had placed 
part of this hofpital in the village of Wafmes, 
the other part was iii BoulTu, where Malus was 
prefent; and ifRonfin had feen any of the 
wouqded carried to Valenciennes, they were 
thofe who had received a. firfl dreffing, and 

Vol. IIL C c were 
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were fcnt thither to prevent too great a 
crowd. It was thus that an informer def^ 
titute of talents got at the head of the ad* 
miniftration of three armies, by way of re- 
warding him for an in^mous calumny. 

The general was filled with indignation^ 
and aftoniihment: this decree demonftrated 
to him the power of his enemies, and he in it 
beheld the total ruin of all his plans and fuc- 
cefles. He very juftly fuppofed the plot was 
direded againft himfelf, as thefe adminiftra* 
tors had not done any thing but in confor- 
mity to his orders. In a letter to Pache, he 
informed him of his opinion of hb condu£t^ 
and he told him, that in future he ihould 
tranfmit a copy of all his correfpondence 
with him, to the convention ; he fummoned 
him at the fame time, to lay all his precede- 
ing difpatches before it. 

He himfclf immediately wrote to the con* 
vention, from whom he did not conceal, that ht 
confideredthe decree againft theadminifirators, 
who ba^ merely executed his orders, as per* 
fonal ; he added, that he was about to drive the 
enemy to the other fide of the Meufe, pro* 
vlded he was not prevented by being left 

deflitute 
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deliitlite of ftipplics of all kinds; he dfei 
ftiandqd to be afterwards difcharged from the 
command, and to app6ar at its bar, to de- 
fend his two comniiflary generals, and ihafe 
their lot ihould they be found guilty ; and that 
in the latter cafe^ he was more culpable than 
them, and ought not to be fpared^ This 
letter^ juft in itfelf, was confidered as hfcing 
too haughty, and excited his enemies ilill more 
againft him. The convention did not make 
any reply, but Condorcet^ Pethion, and the 
minifter Lebrun, were employed to foften 
him by means of infidious letters. . 

In the mean time thofe who furnifhed 
provifion and forage refufed to continue their 
fervices on account of the impoffibility of 
paying- thofe employed by them ; the few 
commiflaries ialong with the army were filled 
with indignation at the treatment experienced 
by their principals, the one refpeftable on ac- 
count of his probity, both from their talents, 
and they refufed to fcrvc under Ronfin. The 
Belgick contraftors put a flop to the deli- 
very of the provifion, and the army was ia 
want of every thing* The general did not 
conceal his indignation from this new admi-- 

C c 2 niftrator 
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niftrator ; be commumcated to him die let« 
ters that he bad writtoa againfl hkn i be re« 
preached him with the atrocious calamoy 
be bad propagated againfl; Malus, and bis 
audacity in coming to afiume.bis place, not^ 
withftanding his incapacity. In fpitf of all 
bis impudence, Rcuiiin was affrighted. H» 
perceived that the army wa^ deftituCe of fup^ 
plies of ail kinds, and that he did not pqf-^ 
fefs the means of relieving it from iti( em* 
barrafioients ; be dreaded becoming a vi^im 
to the fury of the foldiers, and hti bimfell^ 
loudly blaming the condu£l of the minifters,^ 
be£)ugbt the general to grant him hSb ailtft- 
ance. 

Howtver irritatdd the latter might be, b^ 
would tiot facrifice either the interefts dhk 
coatitry, or the fafety of hi$ army, to bis 
revenge^ The enemy, and the emigraata ia 
particular, triumphed at thefe inteftine quar-< 
rek, with all the particulars of which they 
were perfedly acquainted. The marflial de 
Caftries at that period communicated a very 
juft obfervaticxi in a letter written by bim 
from Spa ; he faid, ** Dumouriez, in a ibort 
time, will experience the (ame fate as La« 

fayette,*' 
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^vjnette/' and what is veiy ftriklng in poifit 
of correspondence, Marat iatd at the fapie 
time," Dumouriez will defcrtJifce Lafayette/^ 
-. Actuated. by thefe important motives, the 
geherai made xxCt of all his intereft, and 
einpibyed fupplications. with the .admm^m«» 
ieoPSy the comTOifikrips at war, and the Bel-- 
gkn contractors. He prevailed upon each 
of thenx to refume his former iituation, and 
alfo tha|: the agreements fhould continue to 
be executed, until the committee of purchafes 
ibcmld have fent their fuperintendents^ and 
w^ere in a fituation to procure fubiiftence for 
the army* 

There muft have been either ftupidity or 
treafon in Pache's condud* According to 
the oonditions entered into kfy the comn^ittee 
of piirebafes, tiiey were to begin fupplying 
the arnai^ on the ift of January; none of 
the pertfona arppointed by thdm fot that par« 
pofe had hitherto prefented Ih^i^felves, and 
yet ever fince the 15th of Novfimher, thi$ 
lAHiifter had put a ftop to t^e fervicc of the 
adminiftrators, Seized on their funds, -annulled 
the bargains of the Belgian commifi&ries, and 
procured a decree againft, and arrdled the 
C c 3 two 
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two commiflary generals. Thus there waa 
an interval of fix weeks between the a£tual> 
cefiation of the old fupplieSt and the coo^-* 
mencement of the new adminiftration, dur- 
ing which it muft neceflarily occur, that the 
army would be in want of every thing. This 
circumfiance could not poffiUyhave efcaped 
the obfervation of Cambon and Pache. They 
undoubtedly hoped, that abfolute neceflity 
would force the general to treat Belgiuna as 
Cuftine treated the countries in Germany; 
that this condud would irritate the Belgians, 
produce fome z€t of violence that would ena* 
ble the convention to confider them as ene-^ 
fnies, to unit6 them ]as a conquered country 
to France, and to exercife there that fyftem 
of fpoUation, which they afterwards intror 
duced under another form equally atrocious* 
§0 far from endeavouring to form maga;[&ines for 
the fuUiftence of the three armies, the com* 
.mittee of purchafes was bufy at this .moment 
in carrying gr^in out of Belgium into France. 
There were however eighty tboyfand men to 
be fed in the Low Countries. They kqew 
that the Dutch would not furnifli the French 
with any thingj^ as they refcrved all their prOf 
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vifion for the Imperiaiifts and PrufHans; but. 
they wifhed firft to carry the grain from Bel- 
gium to France, and afterwards to convey 
the flour from France into Belgium, which 
would double the expence, and the profit of 
the committee and its riders. Pacbe wrote 
a very flattering letter to the general ; he in- 
formed him, that this committee having pur- 
chafed three hundred thoufand facks of grain 
in Auftriah Flanders, had chofen to embark it 
at Oftend, in order to trapfport it to Nantes, 
but that the adminiftrators at Oftend had 
laid an embargo on the cargoes, and would 
not permit them to depart ; he therefore bisg- 
ged him to employ the great credit which 
hepofleflcd, zxAwas fo juftly entitled to^ among 
the Belgians, to make them take off the 
embargo. 

But a few days before this the convention, 
on the foHcitations of Pache and Cambon, 
had pafled a decree to prohibit the generals 
from intermeddling in any thing that re- 
fpefted the civil government. . The 'general 
accordingly obferved in reply to the, minifter, 
that what he had demanded was contrary to 
an exprefs decree, and that even if he could 
C c 4 taki5 
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tskt diis flep, be ihouM be racy cautkws of 
admg in that raantier at a time wbeti the 
aVttiy' Was reduced to the extrenwty of wants 
t*bat it. was a ^efy lucky circumftance that 
be had fo large a quantity of grain at his 
oifpofal, which however would not prove 
fudicient for the fuppbrt untH the next 
harvcft, of an army that ought to be aug- 
jixentcd in the fpring to one bundred and fifty 
thoufand imen. 

The gtfaeral learned at Tirlemortt, that 
the national tteafifry bad refiifod to pay the 
three hundred thoufend Kvres which be had 
been forced to borrow from a banker of 
BritfTeb for the pay of bis troops. He tranf. 
fnittcd energetick complaints to the con- 
vention againft this inftance of bad feith, and 
the banker was reimburfed. It was in con- 
fequence of affronts of this kind, that they 
fcndeavoured to bring the general into dif- 
credit and to ruin him, by forcing him into 
ibme a£lof dclperation, which, by producing 
wrongs on bis part, might efl^ce the luftre of 
his fuccefles. 

After having been de'lained four days by 
tbefc frigTiffjil dbftacles, he marched from 
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Tirlemortt on tfec 26th, and«icamped at St. 
Tcott* I'he impemlifls abandoned tfe«e coiatt- 
try foot by foot, and made a very fine re- 
treat./ On the 27th, lie found tiaetn befopc 
Liege, in the pofitioa of Ranconx ^U4d 
Vatoux. They had fome , heavy cannon 
mounted on well conftruAed redoubts^ near 
to the latter vUlage, Generad Staray com- 
manded ithis rear ^ard ; the main body of 
the army was pofted on the other lide^of «he 
Meufe, on thb heights of Chart reofe* The 
engagement continued diiring the whale day 
brtween the French van and the enemy's 
i»ear,- Thefe t?wo bodies tonfifted of ft ven <jr 
dight thoufaad each. 

The general, who had his ^rmy itome- 
^My behind him, coiald have made a ftill 
greater effort, but he wifbed to avoid fa- 
crififcing his troops unneceilariiy at the «Ad 
of a campaign. He had ffent the flankers 
attached to the left wing to Hcrta!!, and 
thofe belonging to the ri^t to Flemal, to 
hem in this rear guards and force it to re- 
enter Liege, the inhabitants of which of 
themfelves would be fuffkient to keep it in 
<:heck. He wifticd to wait for that moment, 

to 
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to make an impetuous charge upon it. He 
Ipent the whole of this day, in bringing .them 
to a central point. The delay on the part 
of the two bodies of flankers rendered the 
engagement indecifive, and, according to the 
judgment of general Dumouriez, the honour 
wholly appertains to general Staray, who 
received a fevere wound on the occaiion. In 
the courfe of the evening the Imperialiils re- 
paired the river. 

The general encamped on this fide, iipon 
the heights that overlook Liege, to prevent 
any licentioufnefs on the part of his troops, 
who, through want and nakednefs^ had be- 
come greatly relaxed in difcipline, and 
n^uch addided to pillage. He did not 
enter Liege until the morning of the a8th« 
The Imperialifts in the mean titiEie retired 
to Herve, and Dumouriez, in order to harafs 
their left flank, reinforced with a brigade of 
infantry and a regiment of cbafleurs the 
body of flankers belonging to the right, 
commanded by colonel Frecheville, whom he 
difpatched to Spa, Stablo, and Malmedy. 
He pofted general Stengel in front of Liege, 
on the heights of Robertmont. General 

Miaczinfki, 
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Midczioikiy having arrived from Sedan a few 
days before, got the command of the flankers 
belonging to the left, in which poft he 
fuperfeded general Bufjlace, and advanced to 
Dalem. 

On fetting out from Louvain, he had 
difpatched I general Miranda to afliime the 
command of the northern army in the room 
of Laboqrdonnaye, who conducted the fiege 
of the citadel of Antwerp in fucb a dilatory- 
manner, thfit he would^:n6t have taken it 
in a month. Miranda altered the whole 
fyftdm :of ^tack, and. this place furrendered 
€fti the 26th, In confequehcc of the in-- 
ftrufl:ions he had received, he inflantly ad^ 
vanccd to Ruremonde* - On the 2d of Dc^ 
cember, the caftle of Namur furrendercd to 
general Valence. Thus, eXaftly one month 
after the opening of the campaign, generd 
Dumouriez? found himfelf completely matter 
of all the Low Countries, and the terfitpry 
belonging to Liege, excepting the dutchy of 
JUuxembourg, and the little towo of H»ve, 
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CHAF. X 



fttOtUkm ^ A 



Thb people of lidge adopted^ tvitb a:do« 
^ee of fury, ail the ;^ccdZes of the Frendb 
revolution. Fabry tbe 'mayor,, who hsA aid* 
ed the firft remiutfoa a£ Liege, and. been tjie 
aartyr of it, loft all iu$ ccedit as fixm aa be 
fpoke in £iv;our (cf a jmiibiiable £aq:ilitutioa. 
A club was foroaed in the tuty ; it <wast^peed^ 
kigly ardftit and unruly; .the^imiffioaaries 
wiiom the jacobins fent from Paris formed 
another; which 'bkimed alt the cf^eratioos of 
tbe former, and accufed it of anifkoracy: tJie 
quarrel between tbem was carried fo tar^ tfhat 
a etvil war was lUkely to elifue* Tbe French 
troops took part with the one or the other, 
according to their private inclinations. The 
general became mediator between the two 

parties 
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parties without being able to make them 
»greer- Thofe belonging to the other fide 
of the Meufe were, according to the French 
cxpreffion, perfedlly at the height of the revo^ 
lution^ for they wdlild not liften to any thing 
elfe than abfolute equality and pillage. Thofe 
i^ho inhabited the town, on the other hand, 
wifhed for a conftitution ? but in confequence 
of metaphyfical fubtleties^ they did not well 
know what they wiflied for. An attempt 
was made to prevail upon. them to form a 
national convention. The country was divi- 
ded into diftri6):s with a cohfiderablq portioa 
of ingenuity. Commiflipners feleSed from 
the two clubs were fent into all thefe diftrids, 
Fabry, the mayor, and th^ provifional ad- 
miniJjration, were in the mean time con- 
tinued, and at the end of a month, when the 
general fet out for Paris, no progrefs what- 
ever had been made, and men*s minds were 
deranged anew by the jacobins, and the 
Commiffioners of the aflembly. 

The fecrct intention at Paris was not that 

the people of Liege, and ftill lefs thofe of 

Belgium, ihould unite as a national body, 

to give thcmfelves a conftitution and laws ;. 

% they 
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they were afraid left, when once dflembled^ 
thefe two countries fliould know their own 
ftrength, and found an independent re|>ub« 
lick. 

This however would have been Confonant 
to the real intcreft of France, which by 
means of a fagc conduft would have pro- 
cured a good ally, and not have acquired 
the odious chara^er of a conqueror and a 
ipoiler. But the defires of invading the gold 
of Belgium, and laying hands on the property 
of a rich clergy, prefented another political 
iyftem to the managers of the convention. 
They wilhed, by overwhelming that unhappy 
country with tmnult and diforder, to force it 
cither to throw itfelf into the arms of France, 
or to commit fome excefles which would 
afibrd a pretext for treating the inhabitants a^ 
enemies. 

The country of Liege was poor and ruined; 
the people are proud, hafty, warlike, im- 
patient of fubjeftion, and very ready to run 
into excefles. It was the policy of the 
jacobins of Paris to excite this nation to 
anarchy, in order to prefs the Belgians be- 
tween the two chaps of a vice, and force 

it 
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it to foIlbW the fame courfe; The people 
of Liege, divided among themfelvcs, fuppofed 
they (hould agree together in confequence 
of an union with France; they have however 
only completed the meafure of their former 
evils, and deprived themfelves of the means of 
defending their liberty. 

What determined the moft moderate to 
join the fans^'Cu/otfes of the other fide of the 
Meufe, in favour of this union, was, the 
confideration of theirs being too fmall ^ 
country to form an independent ftatej they 
alfo diftrufted the Belgians, who would not 
facrifice their religion and their clergy, and 
confidering themfelves in an advanced po- 
fition, deftitute of fortified places, and their 
territory eafily invaded, they imagined that 
on their becoming French, the republick 
would defend their liberty. 

This was a falfe mode of rcafbning, for 
their reunion to France would not change the 
nature, or diminifli the grandeur of their 
danger, their topographical weaknefsconftantlj 
remaining the fame; they had ftill between 
them and France that Belgium which they 
diftrufted, and they ought always to be afraid 

either 
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cither of being abaodooecU or feebly fuppprt* 
ed^ iff as all appearances prognofticated, the 
French army ihould be obliged to retire. 

Their union with France alfo rendered 
their reconciliation with their prince more 
difficuk|« if they Ihould chance to be aban* 
doned ; it was refigning their country to that 
anarchy which defolated France ; and it pre-- 
vented them from acquiring a national 
ftrength and confideration, which, even amidft 
the greateft evils, may be ufeful to nations, as 
well as to individuals. 

Danton and Lacroix, the two commifCon- 
ers, laboured heartily to cffs6t an union by 
augmenting anarchy and difordcr.- They 
pufhed on the inhabitants of the other fide 
of the Meufe to every fpecies of cxcefs. 
Thefe conamiffioners were heard to reproach 
them becaufe they had not cut off heads^ at 
the iame time obferving that their revolution 
was too mild* 

Much violence was committed, the ven- 
geance of individuals fatiated, and fome af- 
:(aflinations perpetrated ; but the French com- 
jDiilioners were not able to nuke them cut 
oflf heads. 

4 The 
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The reunion of the country of Liege was 
i'efblved upon almoft unanitnoufly, and ac-^ 
. ccpted df by the convention, which, by means 
of this imprudent ftep, difcovered to the eyes 
of Europe an ambition, that tended to arm 
all the different powers of Europe againft it ; 
iand took upon it the charge of a ruined peo- 
ple, and the talk either of defending a diftant 
and open country, or diflionouring itfelf by 
abandoning it after the adoption. 

As to the people of Liege, they had only 
the choice of two things ; to form them- 
felves into an independent nation, levy troops, 
and form an alliance with the French and 
Belgians, who would have certainly beea 
determined bytheir example; (this firft plan 
was dangerous; but the fchifm between the 
people and their bi(hop was accompanied 
with circumftances that did not admit of 
any medium ;) or to temporife, and remain 
paffivc in expcdlation of events: but the 
ardent charafter of this people vvould not 
permit them to exercife this ftoical pru- 
dence. 

General Dumouriez had many motives for 
Vol. hi. D d trying 
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trying to prevail upon the people of Licge 
to form an independent ftate : 

1. He ftood in need of a national repre- 
fentation on their part, as will be feen here- 
after, for the execution of his military 
plans ; 

2. This warlike people could furnifli him, 
within the fpace of a fortnight, with tea 
thoufand excellent infantry, befides a na- 
tional militia of more than twenty thoufand 
men; 

3. Its example would have been followed 
by Belgium, and given him the entire dii^ 
pofal of all the rriilitary forces, and all the 
pecuniary refources, as well as all the ar- 
ticles of fubfiftencc belonging to that rich 
country; 

4. Thefe two republicks would have op- 
pofed a barrier to French anarchy, and above 
all, afforded a fupport to the monarchico-- 
conftitutional party, which, althoilgh con-^* 
cealed and oppreffed, was ilill very confidera- 
ble in France ; 

5. This plan would have difconcerted the 
projects of the generars enemies, procured 

6 him 
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iiim the mbans of {Jerfeftihg his fucceffes by 
forcing the Impemlifts to crofs the Rhine, 
rendered him independent in refpeft to the 
fubiiftenciS of his army, of the minifter Pachc, 
&nd the comrmittce of purchafes ; completed 
the Confidence of his troops, enabled him to 
fave the 'kriig^ annihilated th6 jacobins, re- 
fiordd to the national reprefentation its li- 
berty and dignity^ by making it relinquiih 
the name of convention^ in order to rea0ume 
that of affemdlyy and fmmd its authbtity on 
t'he re--eftabliihment of the conftitCition. . 

Unfortunately, he had not anybody at 
Paris to affift him with the convention. 
None of the generals could be admitted into 
his confidence; he had< adopted perhaps too 
fcrupulous a degree of delicacy in not caufing 
their private fentiments to be founded. This 
however has not availed them, as even thofe 
who betrayed him have been ruined, for the 
memory of Dampierre has been branded, 
Lamarliere .and feveral others have periflied 
on a fcafFold, and Cuftine, Biron, and Hou- 
chard, with whom he never correfponded, 
have been facrificed to the caprice of the 

popitlace. 
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At this epoch the jacobins no longer con- 
cealed their odious proje£i:s againft him. 
They publickly demanded his head. Marat 
accufed him of having facrificed ten thoufand 
Pjirifians, in order to conquer at the battle of 
Gemappe, and having afterwards fold to 
the duke of Tefchcn permiffion to retreat. 
They alfo recurred to the retreat from Cham- 
pagne, which they likewifc attributed to 
treafon, 

Befides this, they accufed him of having 
committed robberies. " His aideS'-^de^campj* 
faid "Marat, " wallow in gold and filver, and 
light their pipes with affignats of fifty livres^^ 
The more grofs the calumnies were, the 
greater was the effeft they produced on the 
people. The foldiers, who read all thefe 
papers with fcorn, pitied their general; but 
the diffipation, and debauchery of a city fo 
licentious as Liege, and the relaxation of 
difcipline, which proceeded from extreme 
mifery, rendered their fenfibility flight and 
frivolous. 

In the midft of thefe frightful obftacles, 
the general was jftill detained by political 
cmbarraflments, which of themfelves would 

have 
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liavc been fufEcient to. have prevented him 
from advancing. France and the empire 
were not at war. Before him was the im- 
perial town of Aixrla-Chapelle, arid beypnd 
that, the archbiftioprick of Cologne, On 
that fide the difficulty was not infurmount- 
abk. 

But in front of his left wing, was the 
country of Juliers ; he could not purfue 
the Autlrians without crofiing it, and he 
could not render his winter quarters fafe, 
without placing a garrifon in the capital. 
However, the pofition of Cuftine in Mentz 
required that the neutrality of the eledor- 
palatine ihould be managed with much de- 
licacy. If he were rendered difcontented in 
confequence of occupying one of his ftrong 
places, he might afford a paflagc through 
Manheimto the Imperialifts, arid the retreat 
of Cuftine would be thus cut off". They 
would not have failed in Paris, to have thrown 
the blame of all the difgraces, which might 
have befallen Cuftine, upon Dumouriez. 

He was ftill more embarraffcd in refpedt to 

Holland. Maeftricht is on this fide the key 

of the Low Countries, That ftrong and im'-^ 

D d 3 ^ portant 
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portent place renders the power in whok 
poiTeflion it is mailer of the Meufe. The 
neutrality was ftill pr eferved between France 
and the United Provinces;, but the Dutch 
government did not give itfelf the trouble 
ef even diflembling its predilcftion for the 
Imperialifts and the Pruflians, and its aver-j 
ficn to the French revolution; In this the 
Stadtholder ardently followed the impulfe of 
his own perfonal intereft. More than two 
thoufand emigrants had taken rf^fuge itx 
Maeftricht; they recruited publjckly for 
them there, as well as in Holland. A pro-* 
htbition, under pain of death, had alfo been 
juft publiflicd, forbidding any proyiiion tq 
be delivered to the French army, while they 
^iftablifhed, with the confcnt of governinentt 
immenfe magazines on the lower Rhine, for 
the emperor and the king of Pruflia. 

The general was defirous to be made 
acquainted with the rcfolutions of the. mi* 
nifler of foreign affairs, and to receive direft 
orders from the executive power relative to 
his condu<a. In feveral difpatches. which he 
tranfmitted on this proje<9: to the minifter 
Lebrun, he demanded a poiitive decifion in 

refpefl: 
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rcfpe<2t to Juliers arid Macftricht. As to the 
•firft of thefe two towns, he informed him 
that he could do without it ; although hp* 
pught to talf e up his winter quarters in the 
duchy of Juliers along the borders of the 
Roer, if, as he forefaw, he were not furniflied 
with ^the means of advancing as far as the 
Rhine; and that he would endeavour to ar* 
range matters, during the . refidence pf the 
troops there, in fuch a manijer as not to 
afford any occafion for violating the neutra- 
lity, by a fl:ri£l attention to the good condudt 
of his foldicrs, and by paying for every thing 
furniflied, according to agreenient, with ready 
pioney. 

In refped to Maeftrieht, he afFured hini 
ithat it was injpoffible ta advance, or ?vcn to 
defend jthe Meufe, without being in pofleffion 
of it. He fuggefted two modes of obtaining 
it ; one by reviving the claim of the prince 
of L/iege, on the quarter of the city called 
Wyck^ fituated on the right hand fide of the 
Mcufe, pufiiing forward a fmall corps of 
Liegeohy and afterwards advancing thither 
as an auxiliary : it was on this account he, 
was anxious that the people qf Liege (hould 
P d 4 forn^ 
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form thcmfclvcs into a national body, and 
had ufclcfsly flattered them with the idea of 
this acquiiition. 

Miranda had advanced to Ruremonde in 
the beginning of December, and difpatched 
general Lamarliere, who commanded his vaa 
guard, to levy contributions in the country 
of CleveSt This general of the advanced 
guard did not fulfil his mifiion with fuffi- 
cient precifion. The Pruflians having at that 
period but very few troops in Wefel and 
Gleves, their fmall detachments had either 
fallen back, or been be;iaten. Lamarliere 
might have fortified himfelf on the heights 
of Suchtelen, inftead of retiring, as he did, 
with too n\jich precipitation, towards Rure- 
monde. In this formidable pofition, he could 
have waited the receipt of contributions, and 
carried away feven or eight millions from 
this territory ; whereas he did not bring back 
one quarter of that fum. 

General Dumoiiriez, convinced of the 
neceflity of taking Maeftricht, and not wifli* 
ing that the leaft delay Ihould intervene be- 
tween the orders he expefled from Paris, and 
the inveftment of the place, commanded 

Mirandci 
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Miranda to fend forward his heavy artillery 
as foon as poffible to Tongres, to extend his 
cantonments along the left bank of the Meufe 
from Ruremonde to that place, and to efta- 
blifli his head- quarters there. He announced 
to him that he daily expelled orders to take 
that place, that he would cntrnift him with 
the condua of the iiege, and that he was to 
arrange every thing beforehand relative to the * 
march of his troops, that he might inveft 
it as foon as he ftiould receive authority for 
that purpofe. The garrifon of Maeftricht 
was weak and incomplete. The artillery, 
an^munition, and provifion, were all in a 
bad ftate ; it even wasdeftitute of a pallifade^ 
ind could not have held out a fingle week. 

The ftill better tb enfure this operation, 
he ordered general Valence to leave at Na- 
mur the body of troops under D'Harville^ 
which would be fufficient to guard the 
Meufe from Givet as far as Huy, to fend 
his vanguard, confiding of feven thoufand 
men, toStablo, Spa, Malmedy, andLimbourg, 
ai^d to come with the nine thoufand men 
that remained, in order to pofl himfelf on his 
right between Huy and FlainaeU He had 

thus 
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thus formed i body of, near fixty thou&ad 
men, half of which was to Uy fiege to 
Maeftricht, whije he hinifelf marched with 
the other moiety to drive the Imperialifts from 
Aix-la-Chapelle, and chace theoj acrofs the 
Jlhine. 

The Dutch had not made any preparations 
for war. Their government being taken by 
furprife, and diftrufting the patriotic party, 
would have endeavoured to hav« gained time ; 
on the other hand, that party, emboldened by 
the capture of Maeftricht, would have re-f 
fumed courage ; a coaUtion would naturally 
have been fprmed between the Dutch, Liege,- 
and Belgian patriots, of which the general 
would have profited in ordier to furround that 
part of France with a girdle of free nations^ 

It is impofliblp to calculate the advantage^ 
refulting from fuch an aggreflion at thig 
epoch. His motives were very legitimate, 
and indeed it was only by occupying Maef- 
tricht and Venlo, that the prefer vation of the 
Low Countries could be enfured. 

Lebrun at firft tranfmitted infidious an^r 
fivers, but being forced by the reiterated and 
pofitivfi demands of the general to declare 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, he commanded him to obferve ^ 
ftrift neutrality. It was neceflary to obcy^ ^ 
gnd this neutrality was maintained with the 
utmoft precifion, whicl:^ goa^pleted the rpin 
pf f:hff French affairs^ 
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CHAP* XI. 



Capture of ^ipc-la-Cbapelle. Winter-Barters^ 



The army ftill remained encamped behind 
Liege. The feafon was extremely fevere. 
The foldiers had neither ftraw nor wood. 
They burnt the fruit trees, and the doors 
and windows of the houfes they demojilhed. 
Whole battalions were deftitute of fhoes; 
but few great coats arrived, and the foldiers 
were without clothes. The Meufe runs 
through a country where leatl\er may be 
had in abundance ; and fhoes might have 
been made there for four Ihresj or four Ihres 
ten/o/s a pair, Inftead of this, they bought 
up all the hides at Liege, and elfewhere, and 
fcnt them to Paris, whence we received, in 
fmall quantities, (hoes that coft from nine 
to ten livres. It was the fame in refpeft to 
the boots, woollen {lockings, arms, and 

clothing. 
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clothing, which could have beeil procured 
at a very cheap rate. In addition to this 
no money arrived. 

The general was obliged to borrow one 
hundred and fourteen thoufand iivres .frona 
the feven collegiate churches of Liege, This 
was a very inadequate refource. The Bel- 
gick contraftors - were ftill employed, but^ 
notwithftandingthe general's reiterated orders, 
and thofe of the commifiioners of the con- 
vention, Ronfin only furnifticd the army with 
provifion from day to day, and would not 
€ftablifli magazines ; he.wiftied to gain time, 
and wait the arrival of the firft of January, 
when the committee of purchafes was to be- 
gin to fupply the troops. By this too he 
obtained another end, which was to prevent 
the general from advancing. In the- mean 
time the troops fufFered greatly. Whole 
regiments were infcdled with the itch^ . The 
hofpitals were filled ; and indeed they could 
not have been eftablifhed, had it not been by 
exciting the charity of the people of Liege, 
who relinquilhed their beds and bedclothes 
for the ufe of the fick. 

The ftrength of the battalions diminiflied 

Gonfiderably. 
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confiderably. The foldiers defertcd in bdti^s^ 
on purpofc cither to return to France, or 
to amufe themfelvcs in the great towns of 
Belgium. It was the national guards and the 
officers, in particular, that abandoned their 
colours. The artillery and cavalry fuffered 
flill more, forage was not to be had, and 
the generals themfelves found it difficult 
to procure any for their horfes. Roniin feat 
requiiitions, fupported by armed men, into all 
the villages. At firft the peafants, from the 
hope of being paid, furniflied it readily ; and 
from that time Ronfin put a flop to the fer« 
vices of the contraftors^ The peafants afters 
wards refufing, he fent detachments of horfe 
into the villages. Thefe troopers, under pre* 
tence of fearching for forage, pillaged, and 
committed excelTes. The peafants, driven to 
defpair, mafTacred the foldiers, when they 
did not k#ep in a body. In Ihort, during 
the months of December and January, fix 
thoufand artillery horfes died for want of fbi* 
rage. The commifHoncrs of the convention 
^ beheld all, and remedied nothing. 

They complained at Paris that the general 
flopped at Liege, and did not advance to 

Cologne. 
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Cologne. He never had cither bread or for- 
age for two days, and was not once in a 
condition to make any other than a retro- 
grade movement. Had he proceeded, he 
would have found the provifion devoured 
ty the enemy, and the country naturally 
bad. Befides, having failed in the execution 
of the generd plan, and having, in confe- 
qiaence of Kellermann*s fault, permitted the 
enemy to eftabliih itfelf between the armies 
of the north and Alface, it was neither pof- 
fible, nor prudent, to occupy the winter quar- 
ters propofed in that plan. Even had the 
general been able to have advanced as far as 
the Rhine, he >vould ftill have been forced 
to return and winter behind the Meufe, other- 
wife his right flank would have been too, 
far prolonged, and might have been attacked 
in the rear. 

The winter quarters on the Meufe were 
already very bad, more efpecially as the city, 
of Liege being infufceptible of defence,* it 
would have been neceffary to have extended 
the cantonments too far in front to eftabliih 
the advanced quarters in that part« 

In 
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In the mean time, he would not permit 
the enemy to remain fo near him. The Auf- 
trians were pofted in divifions communicating 
with each other at Aix-la-Chapelle, Herve, 
and Henry-Chapelle. On the 7th of De- 
cember the general executed the projc5: he 
had conceived of driving them from thefe 
pods. He caufed colonel Frecheville to fet 
out from Vouziers, to turn their left flank, 
and colonel de Hack attacked them on the 
fanie flank by the Great and Little Richeu^ 
while general Stengel puflied them in front. 
An engagement enfued, that proved highly 
honourable to colonel de Hack, and the three 
battalions of grenadiers commanded by him. 

The Imperialifts, after having maintained 
their ground with great vigour, and lofl three 
hundred men, retired towards Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and our troops entered there on the 8th. Ge- 
neral Clerfait withdrew to a very excellent 
poft behind the Hcrfte. There was no more 
than a march of ten leagues in order to force 
him; but bread and forage were abfolutely 
wanting, and there was much difficulty in 
finding fubfiftence, even after feparating the 

troops 
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troops in fiich a manner as to produce too 
great an extenfion. 

General Datttpierre^ with twelve battalionsj^ 
which all together did not amount to three 
Ihoufand five hundred men, was ftationed 
in Aix-^la-Chapelle, Qeneral Stengel occu- 
pied thfe borders of the Roer as far as Alden- 
hoven, and general Miaczinlki, with the 
flankers belonging to the left, as far aathe little 
river of Foron, and the country of Dalem, 
Colonel Precheville, with the flankers of the 
right wing, occupied Eupen and Cornells- 
Munfter. The vanguard of Valence's army 
was ftationed at Verviers, Limbourg, Sta* 
bio, Spa, and Malmedy ; his main body was 
pofted in two lines extending from Huy to 
Liege and St. Tron. The army of the centre 
occupied Liege, Robermont, Herve, and the 
intermediate villages. The army of the 
north, under Miranda, was ftationed between 
Tongres and Ruremonde. 

The central point for aflembling was at 

' Aix-la-Chapelle, (hould the enemy choofe to 

attack our quarters, which they could not 

do until the fpring, being too feeble, and 

f^ufFering nearly as much from the fcarcity of 

Vol. III. E e provifioa 
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provifion as the French. The paflage of 
the Rocr could be eafily defended during the 
winter, and at the epoch when it was forced, 
the cnterprife would not have proved fuc- 
cefsful had it not been for the negligence 
of the genei-als, who ought to have begun by 
aflembling the troops in quarters, at Aix- 
la*Chapelle, in order to have difputed the 
paflage of the Roer either at Aldenhoven, or 
clfcwhere, becaufe it was the aim of the 
Jmperialifts to march tathe afliftanceof Maef- 
tricht, and that of the army of obfervation 
to prevent them, which could not be done 
by leaving the troops difperfed in winter 
quarters. 

It was on the 12th of December that t^ie 
general fent the army into winter quarters, 
and the commiflioners confented to it, con- 
vinced by the deplorable fituation of the 
troops, that every day's delay haftened their 
ruiii. At this very epoch Pache the minifter 
at ivar tranfmitted him a refolution on the 
part of the executive power, which it was 
: impoffible to carry into execution. Cuftine, 
blinded by his too eafy fuccefles, was ftili 
pcrfuaded that he was dcilined to be the con- 
queror 
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i^ueror of Germanyt He accordingly wifli- 
ed to dfaw the war towards that quarter, 
in order that hp might aft the principal part. 

He had complained, and with reafon, of 
, K^ellermann's badcondud; and received fa- 
tisfaftion on this point, as that culpable ge-^ 
neral was deprived of the command of the 
army of the Mofelle. Beprnonville, his fuc- 
ceffor, found it very difficult to aflemble his 
army on the Sarre, and execute a movement 
againft Treves, the opportunity for which 
was loft. Cuftine, a very fickle^ harfb, and 
bad colleague, already accufed Beurnonville - 
offlownefs, who, while he difapproved of 
the plan confided to him, fulfilled it to the 
beft of his ability* 

Cuftine took it into his head that the army 
of Miranda only ought to be left in the 
Low Countries, that the army of the Mo- 
felle, under Beurnonville, ftiould be united 
to his, in order to march again into Fran- 
conia at the head of forty thoufand men, and 
that the army of the Mofelle ought to be re- 
placed by that of the Ardennes, commanded 
by Valence, who was to attack Treves and 
Coblentz, in pafting by Andernach, while 
E e 2; general 
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gfencral Dumouriez, with his army, was to 
toarch and ^befiege Luxembourg. 
- It is ncceflary to be remarked, that each 
of thefe feparate armies amounted to fifteen 
or twenty thoufand men; It ought to be 
cbferved alfo, that the Pruffian army occu- 
pied Coblentz, Treves, and Francfort ; Cuf- 
tine having evacuated the laft of thefe places 
in a fhameful manner ; and that the prince 
de Hohenlohe, with at leaft fifteen thoufand 
men, was in the province of Luxembourg. 
It (hould finally be noted, that the changes 
in the adminiftration had introduced the fame 
diforganifation throughout all the armies, and 
that they were deftitute of arms, clothes, 
fhoes, and magazines. 

Dumouriez could never have fuppofcd, that 
fo abfurd a plan would have iffued from the 
brain of the unfortunate Cuftinc, if that ge- 
neral had not propofed the execution of it in 
feveral of his letters. It was already the 
middle of December, and general Dumdu- 
riez had been obliged to place his army in 
winter quarters, becaufe it was incapable of 
ferving. He was not even able to march 
ten leagues, in order to advance to the banks 

of 
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fjf tihc RhiniC. The duchy of Luxembourg is 
a poor and ftcrile country, whence he could 
not have drawn the ncceffary fubfiflence. 
It was impoffible at this feafon of the year 
jto have tranfportcd heavy artillery thither, 
the greater part of his draught horfes being 
dicad* Even after forming a jun<aion with 
the body of troops under d'Harville, he 
.would not have been able to have muftered 
more than thirty thoufand men ; in order to 
.have marched during the fevereft part of the 
winter, to attack the ftrongeft place in Eu- 
rope, defended by an army, and having the 
;Pruffian army ftationed behind it at Treves 
and Coblentz. In addition to all this, he 
.had not a fingle magazine at hand, and iio 
-fuppKes could be drawn either from Cham- 
pagne or the Ardennes, a? they had been the 
theatre of war during the whole fummer# 

He could have executed one half of the 

direftions of the council, that is to fay, he 

.might have detached general Valence with 

:his fixteen thoufand men ; but he could 

neither have fent him into Luxembourg, 

wh^re Jie would have died of hunger, nor 

have made him march towards Andernach, 

E e 3 wbcrQ 
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where prince Hohcnlohe, who was at Icaft 
as flrong as he^ and might have been re* 
inforced by the Prudians, would have at- 
tacked him. It would have been neceflary 
therefore, that he fhould have fent him back 
along the fame road by which he had come 
through Givct, and the Ardennes, in order 
to advance to Sedan, where he would have 
arrived at the end of January, with at moft 
the moiety of his army. 

The general having caufed the minifter^s 
letter to be tranfcribed in one column, placed 
his refutation of it on the oppolite one, 
article by article, and demanded abfolute and 
definitive orders, protefting that he would fee 
them executed, but that he would not other- 
wife charge himfelf with this bufinefs, not 
choofing to be refponfible for the fatal events 
which would be produced by the execution 
of fo unreafonable a plan. Camus, the com- 
mifiioner from the convention, fct off for 
Paris along with general Thouvenot, and 
the plan was annulled. The minifter and 
his counfellorg were well affured, that the 
general would refufe to obey, but they did 
not imagine that be wpMld \>q fo picthodical 
. . , upon 
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upon that occafion, aad they hoped to be 
able to convert his difobedience into a crime. 
He again difobeyed another order, which 
they did not fo much as give themfelves the 
trouble to addrefs to him, but he prevented 
its execution, as foon as he received intima- 
tion of.it, in confequenqe of the too juft 
complaints of the Belgians. He had placed 
polonel Thouvenol at the head 8f the foun-, 
dery and arfenal of Mechlin. He was making 
preparations tb caft four-pounders for the in- 
fantry, to repair the frnall arms, to conftruft 
pew, and mend the old gun carriages. Part 
of the field artillery belonging to the army 
Jiad been fent ^o be refitted. About the 
middle of the month of December, the mi- 
nifter difpatched orders to transfer all the 
work? from Mechlin to Douay, and to de- 
ftroy the eftablifl>ment of Mechlin from the 
very foundation. This infernal order fpread 
terrour throughout Belgium, It was an- 
nouncing, that they did not think thpmfelves 
able to remair> matters of the country, that 
they had formed the projeft of abandoning 
it, and that they wilhed tp. deprive the Ini- 
j; e 4 perialifti 
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pcriklifts of the advantages of tliis eftabKfhi 
xnent. 

Mechlin, notwithftanding its extent, is 
yet fufceptible of being put in a ftatc of de- 
fence on account of itfe canals. It cbvers 
Bruflels on one (ide, and enfures the commu- 
nication with Antwerp, This eftabliffiment 
^yas neceffary at Mechlin, at leaft fo long 
as thfere ^ was a French army in the Low 
Countries ; it forms its fole arfenal. Its rc-» 
moval to Douay would at leaft retard, and 
render extremely doubtful, the *plan of re- 
pairing the arms and the artillery. Its de- 
ftruftion would have been a grofs injuftice ; 
it; was a national property appertaining to 
the Belgians, of which they had mot any 
right to deprive them, and which they ftooj 
in need of, for arming themfelves. In fine, 
if the deftrudion of this mariufaftory fliould 
be one day deemed neceflary, and proper, it 
ought ojxly to be carried into execution at 
the laft extremity. The general detailed all 
thefe motives, and he prohibited the execu- 
tion of this perfidious and unjuft order. The 
'jniniiler dared oot to ipfift On its fulfilment. 

It 
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It was on the 1 5th of DecembSr that thfc 
■JFamous decree was cnafted whkh demot^• 
ftfatedto the Belgians, and every other people 
who had either invited or received the Frfertoh, 
^hat the convention ferit their armies atoottg 
"them, with no other defign'than to plunder 
and' tyf annife. For (ince the French hfad ea- 
'tered the Low Countries, fo far from ex- 
horting 4he Belgians to make a good arid 
ipeedy ufe of their liberty, in order to tfon- 
ftitute themfelves into a nation, to chobfe 
reprefentatives, in (hort, toci*eate a cSon^- 
tution, they had only ittifled them'by ttieans 
of emiffaries, who every where birred lip 
' the populace agkinft the real people, 'and en- 
deaVourfed to feparate the litter from the 
dergy and nobility. 'This decree conferred 
the {)Ower of proconfuls on the commiffibners 
of the convention, who were to be aidefd in 
'^ their violence and extortion by- a baiSd- of 
Other commiffioners felefted by the }acobins. 
Thfey told the Belgians in the preamble, 
that they were free ; they treated them hbw-^ 
ever; as 'flavfes, for they did not leave them 
any ad'minift ration, and kept them entirely 
pp^er tbeirown guardianfhip. They charged 

themfelves 
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themfelves with the fequcftration of all the 
ecclefiafticaly which they deemed nationi^ 
property, without caring whether it were the 
wifli of the Belgians to ftrip the clergy and 
declare their property national. All this w^ 
done in order to oblige theni to throw them- 
felves into the arms of France, and ip a (hort 
time, they employed violence, and the mofl: 
criminal means, to force the emiffion of this 
wifli. We have feen in 1793, Jiow ipucji it 
was conftraincd, and what little fiftcerity 
there was in it. 

The general was perfonally ipterefted th^t 
fb unjuft and imppljtic a law (houjd be re- 
pealed. It dpftroyed the cfFedl of his pro- 
clamation, and it rendered him the perfidious 
inftrument of flavcry> the fcourge, the Attila 
pf a people^ whofe franknefs, kjndnefs, and 
courage, merited 4 very different treat naept. 
It corhpletely deftrpyed the refources which 
might have been found aniong the Belgians, 
to fupport him upon the Meufe. On 
the contrary, it created more enemies fo 
the French, eneniies too, who furrpunded, 
and were of themfelves fufficient tp chape 
them away. 

The 
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The commiffioners who were at Liege 
fupported the execution of this law. Dan*r 
toa and Lacroix boafted of being the jtuthors 
of it, Thp genei-al protefted againfl; it, det 
clared that he would not undertake to carry 
it into execution, wrote to the convention 
on the fubjedt, and thence forward delivering 
himfelf entirely up to his indignation, forcr 
feeing that n>en fo unjuft would not ftopi at 
this firft ftep, he refolded to repair to Paris^ 
and feek for an. opportunity of getting rid of 
a burden with which he was overloaded.. 

The trial of the unfortunate. Louis XVI 
was thfen carrying on at Paris. The com*- 
miffioners difplayed a degree of bitterneis, 
which augured ill. Goffuin, equally ftupid 
and barbarous, faid to Camus, when about to 
fet put for; the capital : " How happy arc 
you to ]?e able to go to Paris ; you can vote 
againft the tyrant ; I would give a hundred 
Louts to have that fatisfadlion." The gene- 
ral converfed with general Thouvenot about 
this trial, and it was agreed to make ufe of 
the officers of the ftafF, and the aide'de-campSy 
to found the opinions of the foldiers, and 
prepare them in favour of Louis ; they only 

expofed 
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expofed'themfelves to no manner of purpofe, 
and an adjutant called Poutrel, a man replete 
ivith honour and ability, had nearly become 
a vidim. 

Thc'fdldiers remained indifFer^it, even the 
troops of the line. Befides, this friglitful trial 
had only commenced^ and had not as yet af- 
iumfed that tragical appearance which it 
evinced, when Dumouriez fet out for Paris 
at the end of December. . During the whole 
e( that month, he was a prey to chagrin 
and. indignation ; he left his apartments but 
^feldom, ami remained [ilunged in the bittereft 
•reflections. 5uch was the life of the man 
fi^rbd* had faved France m Champagne, and 
conquered Belgium. It was then that he 
meditated on the following laying of Plu- 
tardh in the life of Cleomenes : ** When a 
thing ceafcs.to be honourable, it is time to fee 
its turpitude, and renounce it.*' 
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CHAP. XII. 



ReJleBions on the Campaign in the Low 
Countries^ 



The campaign in the Low Countries, con- 
fidered in a military point of view, was ex* 
tremely brilliant and rapid. The Imperialifts 
committed only one fault, and that was, to 
fexpofe themfelves to lofe the battle of Gc- 
mappe. As they wifhed to keep their pofi- 
tion at Mons, they ought to have defended 
the wood of Sart, and the pofition of the mill 
of Bouflu. There are but few fituations 
that admit of fuch formidable mea:ns of de- 
fence as this pofition. If the ftation of <5c» 
mappe be confidered as the citadel, the wood 
of Sart, and the mill of Bouffu ought to be 
looked upon as the outwbrksr As foon asthc 
Prench we're allowed to extend themfelves 
along the plain between the wood of Ge- 

mappe, 
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mappe, this pofition was no longer valuable^ 
becaufe it had neither extent nor depth, and 
the river which winded in the rear was an 
additional danger. On , the contrary, by ex* 
tending the line of defence to BoufTu, there 
would have been three politions to difpute, 
and the French would not have been able to 
have arrived at the laft, until after they had 
loft many men at the two former. 

It was not the plan of general Dumouriez 
to perfift with obftinacy. As he was enabled 
to choofe, in refpe£k to his entrance into 
the Low Countries, he was always furc of 
diflodging the duke of Tefchen, without at- 
tackiDg him ; he had only to turn his flanks. 
This is the plan he would have followed, 
had he feeli the wood of Sart entrenched, 
and preparations made beforehand for an 
obftinate defence. He had ftationed gene- 
ral Berneron, three days before, in the 
wood of Berniflart, to menace Ath and Leuze. 
He would have maiked the pofition of Ge* 
mappe, leaving general D'Harville encamped 
at Quiefvrain, and then marched to Ath, by 
which means he muft have outflanked the 
pofition at Mons ; and it would have neceflfarily 
6 ' followed. 
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followed, that the duke of Tefchen would have 
made hafte to reach Bruffels, by the road lead- 
ing through Braine and Hall, in order that 
his retreat by Hall nmight not be cut off by 
means of Enghien. 

The truth is, that the duke of Tefchett 
had not a fufficient number of troops to de- 
fend the Low Countries, as the inhabitants 
were not in his favour; what he achieved, 
therefore, is deferving of praife. His retreat 
to Liege was bold, and admirably conduced. 
The Imperialifts particularly excel in con- 
ducing and employing light troops, and they 
drew all poflible advantage from this talent* 
It is even aftonifhing that a rout did not take 
place, and that he was able to preferve fo much 
order to the laft, being bafely abandoned by 
his troops, who accuftomed themfelves to the 
moft culpable defertion. 

The public greatly commended the rapi- 
dity of general Dumouriez* invafion, while he 
himfelf was difconfolate at its flownefs. He 
loft five days after the battle of Gemappe, 
becaufe he had neither provifion nor forage, 
and was unable to advance. The affli£ting 
particulars have juft been mentioned, in con- 
^ fequence 



t 432 ) 

fequence of which he was bereaved of the 
fruits of his fuccefs. The fame occurred af^ 
tcr his entry into Bruffels, after the engage- 
ment at Tirktnont, and ^fter his entry into 
Liege. Retarded every where, through thd 
fault of the minifter Pache, he had always 
the appearance of attacking too quickly, an4 
purfuing too flowly^ 

Another difagreeable obftacle proceeded 
from the delay experienced by general Va* 
lence on his taking the field. That general^ 
who was at the head of an excellent army, pof- 
feiTed talents, great courage, and much good 
will. If he had been able to have filed ofFtowards 
Charleroi the beginning of November, as waj 
agreed upon in the firft plan, he would cer- 
tainly have prevented the jundion of general 
Clerfait, who arrived with troops that had 
fuffered greatly in Champagne, and would not 
have been able to have forced a paflage, in 
oppofition to the united troops of the ge:nerals 
Valence and D'Harville. If general Clerfait 
had pafled before Valence could have j>re- 
vented it, then, while Labourdonoaye me- 
naced Tournai, and general Dumouriez threat- 
ened Mons, Valence's becoming the operative 
I arm^y 



thence to l4oavain§ ftiU ov;|tflankiag>the djuko. 
fljjf^Tefchen^. and forcing him to retceat by^thc . 
Cf mpijae^ and Ry^rempnde^ ^^^ead of falling, 
b^k by Lou vain and Liege. ^ 

- This branch ofthe j>lan having failed in. 
confequence of .the /forced delay on the part 
of general Valence, general L.ahourdpnnaye 
might have fupplied his l^laceji had he pof*^ 
(efled^adivity, talents, and inclinatira .. JH^v- 
lAg twenty t;houfapd <mea, and battering can«it 
non, on.th^ 3d of November he might h^ve 
reached thejicights of Hertain, 1^ 
Marquain, and aliaulted Tournai, at the fame 
time that he. might have dircfted general Du- 
y^l to marclv with one fourfh of his army, to 
poftbimfelf at Audenarde, in order to beccnne 
mafter of the Scheldt. 

G^ieral Latpur beinguna^le to. defend both 
of thefe places at opce, would have, been 
oJ>ligcd to fall back fijddei^y,, towards t)ie 
duke of Tefghen at Mpps. i Qefieral Dunio- 
riez would then have caufe^ general Laboiar* 
dontiaye, by^^hat ti^e reinforced with Berne- 
ron*s divifion, to advance toward? Atl^ and 
force the Imperialifts to retreat to BrufTels. 

Vol. III. F£ Thus, 
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' Thtis, either oin'th* right or left, (hcXgcf^ 
rferal bad equally tblfe mfckns^ttf ' diflocJ^rig ih^ 
duke of Tefchfen without fi^htiog< -and* We? 
adopted the latter mddei' mcrtly ' becatiffe ht 
was not feconded By mbt^6ttifewt$ on *hiS* riisfit 
sfndleft, and Ijecairfc he^ad di&overed that 
the enemy did not deifive*'all' thVadVSStSigc? 
It tfiight bave^ dodb ^ftblnc the pdfition it had 
choTen, iii order t6 fto^ fits pi-ogrefsi * '*- ; • 

The four en ^asfdinents with- the*' rea^ 
^aril at Anderiecbt, ' 'Ciiiiipticli vbf TlrS^A 
mont, Varoux, and Herve, ''vf.ert^&f iridtni 
tiriQiant on 'the ^rt of "the'Ihipferialifts tliad 
the French^ During that of Aiiderkchti 
Dumouriez, rendered ' impatient' ' ifr ' cottfc-^ 
ijuence of the dela)^!? experiehced* by^hiini 
vehtured himfelf rather unfeafd&aT>ly7^fl:%4 
head of a (lender van gtiard ; but ag the Im-*. 
perialifts conld rtot fufpeft thi&-itripfiidence, 
they were not eiiabledto rcapatiy ^aritage 
from iU A trifling chefek-'inight* have en* 
fued, but nothing except perfdnal veKatibri^ 
which would Hot have had an^ influetice m 
the remainder of the campaigd, eoiSl^ -hsTve 
tefulted from it. ' 

The defence *made by -general Stkray at 
^'^•* • ' Cumptich, 
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^iSuifi'jiticfe, 'Wafe^Hfi^ell concerted and very in- 
.titepii^ tftje «kck'^ ori thcf^rt^of the French 
mih weak an^ «»d^v 5n conieq^eflce if the 
^^oWntB ^ of ^ the:; march^ of - the] ' t^o • Win gs. 
^'Btft, on (hteMt*ia^ Mti^; the portion of the 
'^mj^'erMiA3-61il tliii -licfe- df ^the-greaf Gette. 
^«^bS*;lThat bFCfetzSnKoverii 4fetwe^ the 
''tw6^Gd!te4 '^btild^^Have' been' far tetter. 
General Staray wiS' doiibtiefs oWigiSd to covet 
.^Jrlfcmoiit, to affiitd fitne-'forib evacuation. 
, ^Itf 'appears • however ' by ftie details of the cam^ 
epat^tl'bPiV93, i^hich' will b6 f6utt#in thi 
^'^htR^'teofc'of thefe iheni^^^ tlifat tlie Ith^ 
Tffenifify^^^have^iii^er been';a:ware of kll the 
ladvahta^^S of the pofitlon of (jdtzenhoven^ 
which Is one of the Beft in the Low*Coun- 
tries ; it is indeed tnoire favburSMeagifihft the 
ccmntiy'of TLiegCj' tbaA BrabSiit/^oh- account 
t>r the large 'fttaggling to^;wn of Tirlemonti 
Which'confines it's right flank I a:nd cabnot^bc 
defendfed. -^ ' ' ' - - : ' - '• ^ - V^ 
- At'V^rotrx, general Staray, with ^hahdfiil 
of troops, exhibited ftr excellent iyftem-of 
ddfence'alopg'a Vci*y sixtenfive front,' and he 
fcontradted his^1infe?,J little by -litfie, withouti 
haile;'' Ifnd'^ivikh* mirtlh ' abtlity^^and toolnefe.; 
- F f 2 The 
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The jndyonients on: the ^firQf i^tFffbKh 
yf\n^ ftyi conlinufd .10 :.i)e pt^cgoS^itick, 
whiclit rendered the attack. oo the front Aow 
and circiwfgeflt- . Bffide% geflfsr^ St?f ^-bfti 
hfttteries of heavy ^wnwm »xtr.etpely ^^fill 
difpofed, and ferve^ ^i^h; gf^^t .')P^?<4fi9*» J 
thefe on that day . .roaujUhjpd^^-^^rgitf 4ip.^ 
riority over the Fri^c^.i^f^ij^er^, ojvh^cljijjijd 
not dj/play its ufual givacity. . . ? ... > 
.. General Dumouriqs remarl^ ^i'f'i'^H^Si'ilhi^ 
iBagag?«ient, that the Frepjcja ;^i^ wfj^oflP 
exceedingly: onth? fup?riprity,ofiiistaftUiCT^ 
that cfi the (u(xefs .of this, ^lor^jjop. J^ 
depends the confid^ncp apdiqpp?$u(:yfijy iDf. £hp 
troopsij.and that Jii? courage, |[}cc<?p:ief Tenfibly 
cooled, if he perceivp his artillery jeceiyc ?i 
check 9r become diihearteped^ - . . 

At jEIerve, general Clerfait completely di(5- 
povered the prqjed: of genei^] .JDufnouries&y 
and withdrew his advanced guards Jn good 
time from Henri- Chapelle ; had they remained 
but two hours later, they would have been 
cut off, without its being in his power tp 
have faved them. His' retr^t behind the 
lierfte, his couilancy in maintaining his 
portion with a handful of difQrg^i?se4 troqps 

1 ^ in 
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.46 ^ant dietary rtbiogy his ability ta rcdorti!^ 
>«ftifocmitjfi^and.icourage imo»^ thtm^ md in 
profiting by the involuntary inaSjioq , of gd- 
4ici^V,JDiWXj<}uri<9S5f.^dp great boQOur. rto this 
JlOffr^ljgeneraly.and prepared befot^ hand 
Jot . Jjb^xfWfSfife, of the fucceeding campaig|>, 
Mhili^: tb^.fJWdu/a^Qf the 9onve»tion, and ^llp 
jaftiniftpr;ai^ war, enfured the difgrace of the^ 
JDl^t^.W^y^'ajKijhe;!^^^ of the Law Cpua- 

:,, Tp ,tbat campatgn mqy :l?e .jsppji^d - tbc 
j£g^^i<lg liilic of HQraK:e*'$ 4ir^ 

:o '^/icc-Defihlt iii^pifcetti itfuilef for Aoia fupcrne/* - 

. JTke platii of,tbe isttiipaign waa.yfiiy- §f8nd» 
very eafy in point of execution, and ^xceed- 
^^ly;u£efuKto France^ It .was Kellermann''s 
iU;..^il9g4: retreat thafe goppifidoedJts failyre. 
The feparate plan' for thp iavaiioq of >th« 
XiQW Countries ; was infalliiblejr i( requfreii 
pQ'f more than, twenty (inftead of .thirty 
4ays foi! its^> complete fucQefs.^ It , w^s the 
mihifter Pacihe, and the deputy Cambpa, who, 
not being ahlc^ to n^ake it eiittrely intfcarry, 
rendered it uffslefs and. dangerous ; the 6r(t by 
dcjftroying tb? arcpy by waqt, the' lecond by 
I caufing 
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caii&g an odious and tyradi^cal iyfteiopto ixe 
adopted fbr- tfatt adtnffiiftraitidn of the liMtr 
Countries. ^ -i h{ 

All might Have ^ been-' repaired by tKd«Wp- 
ture of Maeftriehl! and Venlo, at:tfes cfS^ 
when general Duinouriea^^it^matodeA^iirde^^ 
for that purpofe from thti eitctAbre^^p^^f. 
The unfortunate Leb^tin, 'dired&d'^liyfJtte 
perfidious councik of the hare^hra&ed*^^ifii^, 
prevented this refource ; and afterwardjly tb 
complete the ruitf of eyieiy thing,' 'bdtli of 
them provoked th^ deckr^tioii of way«a^ftnft 
England and Holland, at the^ begini^ing of 
1793, when the French army was totally 
diforganized> and-the [^pleof Belgklfti en- 
tirely alienated. [' '. ' V-'^ 

The campaign of the' Low Countries has 
proved exceedingly brilliant and^ unfortunate 
to general Dumouriez. That of Champa^iie 
was nK)re Ikilful, more advanfegeous, and 
pofiefies tnuch more .merit* in thcf eyes df weft 
informed military men. ' B<ith of them ck^ 
hibit an aftonifliing rapidity for hiftoiy; They 
are entirely of^olite in their natures* *- - ^ 

The firft prefents a fyftem^ <>f defence, 

txad, tool') khd tfircumfpcff,' ctofefifting prin- 

9 h cipally 
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cipally of well combined marches, and well 
chofen ppfitions. The fccond, a rapid fcries 
of ofFenfive operations, confifting in the well 
timed difpFay of fuperiour means, one pitched 
battle, four engagements, and two fieges* 

Would to God that this latter campaign had 
never been undertaken, and above all, that 
general Dumouriez had not been charged 
with the conduift of it! His fuccefles have 
given hifn much chagrin and regret, for thejr 
hav^e developed villany, avarice, and barbarity, 
on the part of monfters who have perverted 
and difliQuoured agnation eflimable until then. 
It will recover from its errours ; but how can 
in e&ce its crimes ?•••••. 
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56, ill tike note, for Gineva, read G/»^ii« 

74v « 2!, fot band tt^Aiead* - 

B^^ •- 6> f.b. for Jndakcta, rcKi jfndabifid. 

^9» - ' €9 f* bk for ludrds read ivoundf. 

91, - 5* f*b.f>rj^«»#rW,T€ad^#wm^. 

95, - 7, after i&/ai/^^, add M. 

. 95 • - «, f*b. for Pf^tflw iiead J8[i^». 

98, - -6, f,b< fw/i&w, read//, , 

176, - 7» f.b. krjMdard^tc^d/afioned^ 

185* r 6> for MeMupeUf read Maafeop^ 

'94» - 7» f»b. for w///^, read /«•. . 
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300, - 4, for refied him/el/j read remaintd, 

3c6, - i«, fot H^g€ine^ xeaA Hygeia^ 

—-9 - 13, for Tberapeutictf rtiAT her apeuticku . 

V^f ' 4* f* b. for W//, read ot;^, 

329, - 6j f.b. for be ^ tt2d DumouriiK. 
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351, * 12, f.b« far confiffion, read confuJUn^ 

3789 • 59 f*b« for frifiut rtdA pfifm. 

388, • 4, for ffir^GuM/tfy read iiK/^4(/«. 
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10I9 > 139 for Belgia^ Vread Belgium* 

103^ I JO9 for Bdgia,} 

121 9 - ult. for dnrWi rezd ikawfi. 

1229 - 1O9 f,b. for 0/*, read «/. 
^ 141 9 - 7i f*b« for «/«iur9 read If 2a«^ 
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after icm$mifti, read /«• 

ioxfiag^ read r^^, 

for »rr read /Afw. 

iotfieifi,rt9dlV4ifi., .: . 

af;er cMJidmrs put DummrUK. . 

put a femicolQQ is//^ fool, 0*4/4 comma 

^r;- confidence, in lint £• 
{01 yntrftlfy tfisA y9urfil'Uis^ 
fori/, readf/<f. 
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for m9vtmtmi^ read MMnral* 

after ^ovf , infer t $hu 

after rwn/, bferttfn^* 
for tati read «/#• • 
for fho/e, read /^a/. • * ' , 

f. b. for dangtr 0/, read dangerom.. 
' for 20/^, read z4/i^. • 

f. bi for tbtrtfiri, read ac€$ritiiigff. 
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